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with legal assistance from i
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FOI20140429
Review request: FOI20140429A

Following review this document aiso lays out the case for the response to
internal review:

FOI120140504
Review request: FOI20140504A

FOI20140428
E } Review request: FOI20140428A

FOI20140506
Review request; FOI20140506A

ﬁnotlﬂed of the need to carry out a number of
reviews of FOI requests, as the

: both been Invoived in the original FOI request I was
the only of a similar level who couid review the case. There
were a total of three requests for similar review including one from & E '

The request was to internally review an original request made on 28 April 2014
which sought information held by the Commission on:

C} ﬁ FOI20140429A

Please detail all Statutory Inquiries undertaken by the Commission in date
order from 2011.

« Please also confirm the time between first concern received and launching
of Inquiry.
» Please detail the process from receiving concern to Statutory Inquiry.

You may name the Charities Charity 1, 2, 3 etc to avoid breach of confidence.

ﬁ. request was acknowledged on 14 May 2014.

I have checked the ICO guidance, the first step is to ensure the request is valid,
this consists of four checks. Must be:

In writing; the request made in writing on 12 May 2014 which is valid



Includes an address for correspondence; the address Is via
whatdotheyknow.com which is valid

Describe the information requested; seeking three separate information
areas, although not entirely clear what the requesters definition Is of ‘launching
of an Inquiry’ or ‘undertaken’, Clarification wouid need to be sought.

Include the requesters real name; in considering whether the requesters
name is real I have taken into account the fact that three other requests for
review have also been received in a similar time period, which [s not the normal
pattern of review requests.

Given this the requests may be vexatious and the identity of the applicant is
therefore relevant in considering the requests and whether the Commission
shouid progress them further,

A googie search on if there was a comrnonail
ali four names . s B !
association with Jane Austennove s. leen thls itis reasona e to believe that
the names provided couid be pseudonyms.

/ between the names revealed that

Individual open searches revealed nothing under § A -
' ¥ and note that It is the name which he 'has

was also a § il :
chosen’ and T 5 puiled up no obvious matches but is also a
place name.

The whatdotheyknow website is open to anyone with an email address so there

is no guarantee that they are real as Its only requirement Is that each user must
have a ‘unique’ emall address.

The ICO guldance states:

. The Act treats all requesters alike, so you should not normally seek to
verify the requester’s identity. However, you may decide to check their
identity if it is clear they are uslng a pseudonym or if there are legitimate
grounds for refusing their request and you suspect they are trying to
avoid this happening, for exampie because their request is vexatious or
repeated. Remember that a request can be made in the name of an

organisation, or by one person on behaif of another, such as a solicitor on
behalf of a client;

In relation to whether the requests are vexatious and in accordance with the
principles of the Upper Tler Tribunal in Dransfield, I have considered:

1. The burden

8) Number - There are five similar requests two of which are being treated as
vexatious by the Commission
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Original Review

6 May 2014 12 May 2014
6 May 2014 6 May 2014
6 May 2014 22 may 2014
29 April 2014 12 May 2014
28 April 2014 16 May 2014

31 March 2014 22 May 2014

b) Breadth - Below are the varlous different requests.

1._ FOI20140428A

I

Please provide me with copies of all guidance, training manuals or other
written documentation given or made available to your staff to assist
them in conducting a statutory inquiry, including all advice and guidance
given to them in relation to interpretation, whether statutory or otherwise,
Please also list any training provided. Please state the date of issue in
respect of each piece of guidance etc. issued and the dates of any training
provided,

FOI20140504A
Number of Concerns about Charities received since January 2010.
Number of current Statutory Enquiries since January 2010.
Number of concluded Statutory Enquiries since January 2010
. Number of current Regulatory Enquiries since January 2010
Number of concluded Regulatory Enquiries since January 2010.
. Legal Costs per concluded Enquiry (Regulatory or Statutory) since
January 2010
7. Legal costs in tota! incurred since January 2010
8. Number of charities subject to a Concern, or a Regulatory or Statutory

Enquiry, that have eventually been registered as a charity since January
2010,

O RN

s
iease send me a full breakdown of costs and expenses relating to the

statutory enguiry by CCNI into Lough Neagh Rescue and the subsequent
attempt to have 5 innocent charity volunteers removed from serving

their community.

This should include legal expenses incurred throughout the duration of the
charty tribunal process in its entirety including direction meetings and
any preparatory time spent with their barrister.

Also any expenses claimed for travel, eating out etc whilst at tribunal or
any other meeting relating to this case by CCNI staff.

« -
lease supply information to explain the safeguards that are in place to

help ensure CCNI handles personal data properly.

Detall the processes and safeguards to handle information requests, the
dates when they were implemented and any records of meetings were
they were discussed and agreed.



Please detail the training provided to staff and please supply your process
manual, the date it was brought into use, any updates and their dates of
implementation.

S.pIZOL‘mSOGA
ould you provide via this FOI reguest the CCNIs Employee Code of

Ethics/conduct along with the date in which this was introduced; including,
but not limited to policies of neutrality & activity, criminal convictions,
respect for others, accountability, stewardship, personal interests,

openness and transparency, duty of trust and political neutrality and
activity.

«
Iease provide me with any communlcations written or otherwise. To or

from Craigavon borough council or ANY of its staff members e.g. Paddy
Prunty or Steven Frazer. Dated from December 2011 to present date,

To assist you to meet the deadline for producing the documents 1 have
requested, And reduce the costs that you are so concerned about, I will be
a little more specific. The dates are the same however you may reduce
your searches down to communications of any fashion to or from
Craigavon borough council relating to Lough Neagh Rescue. Myself
(Robert Orton) or the charity Tribunal assaciated with. I will email the
named request to Admin@ccni so that there may be no embarrassment on
a public site. Please be advised this is NOT a new request, The time limit
for production is live.

Ali of the information sought focuses on information relating to enquiries work
within the Commission and seeks similar but varying Information., When looking

at these requests on an aggregate basis, they constitute a very broad request,
covering the entire enquiries and compliance unit,

c) Duration:

These requests have ail been made in the period of 31 March to 6 May 2014. It
is noteworthy that these requests were all made following the hearing of an
appeal reiating an organisation associated with a statutory inquiry being run by
the Commission. I aiso note that in response to the previous requests, the

reviewing officer had Identified that the original requests were received shortiy
after the ICO had issued a response to“ n the handiing of an earlier
Subject Access request on 1 May 2014.

d) Pattern:

reguests have been submitted:
{ 6 May 2014

6 May 2014

6 May 2014
29 Aprii 2014
28 Aprit 2014
31 March 2014




The timeframe between the original requests is five weeks and the requests are
simlilar in structure (lists of information), topic area and tone. The requests from

—are being treated as vexatious. In addition to the Freedom of
nformation requests, the Commission has aiso recelved a series of compiaints

from people connected to the same statutory inquiry within a one week period
on a previous occasion.

2. Motive/vaiue

Given the volume, breath and pattern of the requests, the natural conciusion is

that the primary mative behind the requests Is to tie up the limited resources of
the Cemmission.

All four of the requesters have already been given an option, as part of the
response to the original request, to resubmit the request with proof of identity
but have chosen to seek an internal review of the request.

If you wish to resubmit the request, we require you to provide proof of
your identity in order to ensure the request is valld. A photocopy of the
relevant page of your passport or driving licence or a recent utilities bill
would be acceptable. If you wish, you may provide this proof to the
Commission via email addressed to the Freedom of information co-

ordinator at admin@charitycommissionni.org.uk or by post to Freedom of
information co-ordinator, Charity Cammission for Northern Ireland, 257
Lough Road, Lurgan, Craigavan, BT66 6NQ.

Having considered the request it is appropriate for the Commission to seek
verification of identification prior to progressing these requests. The Commission
has appropriately identified a number of potential Issues around identity and in
line with ICO guldance provided the requesters with assistance and advice on
how they might provide evidence, which Is appropriate.

In addition, having considered the relevant areas regarding vexatious requests,
it is considered that in any event these requests are ail vexatious.

Agreed response to requesters:

Dear

Thank you for your e-mail received on xxxxxx 2014, requesting that the Charity
Commission for Northern Ireland reviews the handling of your Freedom of Information
request, received on xooooxxxx 2014,

You asked the Commission for the following:

» Please detail all Statutory Inquirles undertaken by the Commission In date
order from 2011,

» Please also confirm the time between first concern received and launching
of Inquiry.
» Please detail the process from receiving concern to Statutory Inguliry.



You may name the Charities Charity 1, 2, 3 etc to avold breach of confidence,

Having undertaken a review:

s it is appropriate for the Commission to seek verification of identification
prior to progressing your request, The Commission has identified a
number of potential issues around Identity and in line with ICO guldance
provided you with assistance and advice on how you might provide
evidence

» In addition, your request was considered in conjunction with a number of
other, similar requests. The aggregate number, breadth, pattern and
duration lead the Commission to conclude that your request may be
vexatlous.

I understand that you may be disappointed by the outcorne of this review, which is
based on the Commission’s consideration of the Freedom of Information Act and the
Information Commissioner’s Office’s guidance. If you are not satisfied with our decision

on internal review, you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner’s
Office,

Information Cemmissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmsiow

Cheshire SK9 5AF




From: charitycommissionni

Sent: 12 Mav 2014 09:22

To: E—

Subject: : internal review of Freedom of Information request - Statutery Inquiries
----- Original Message-----

From: Conla Darcy [mailto:request-288891-ac2d163d@whatdothevknow.com)
Sent: 12 May 2614 8B8:51

To: charitycommissionni
Subject: Internal review of Freedom of Information request - Statutory Inquiries

Dear Charity Commission for Morthern Ireland,
Please pass this on to the person who conducts Freedom of Information reviews.

I am writing to request an internal review of Charity Commission for Northern Ireland's
andling of my FOI request 'Statutory Inquiries’.

Dear CCNI, please review your decision, your stance is contrary to the spirit of the Act.
I am an independent freelance journalist and this is my name.

A full history of my FOI request and all correspondence is available on the Internet at
this address: https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/statutory inguiries

Yours faithfully,

Conla Darcy

Please use this email address for all replies to this request:
request-268891-ac2di63dawhatdotheyknow.com

Nisclaimer: This message and any reply that you make will be published on the internet.
Jur privacy and copyright policies:

nttps://www.whatdotheyknow. com/help/officers

If you find this service useful as an FOI officer, please ask your web manager to link to
us from your organisation's FOI page.
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From: ' McGookin, Punam

Sent: 14 May 2014 15:37

To: ‘request-208891-ac2d163d@whaldotheyknow.com’

Subject: Acknowledgement of an information request inlernai review (Ref. FOi20140429A)
Dear Mr Darcy

I would llke to acknowledge receipt of your email, which was received by the Charity Commission for
Northern Ireland on Monday 12 May 2014, requesting an internai review ‘of the hand!ing of' a previous
Information request, Ref; FOI20140429, under the Freedom of Information Act.

We aim to respond to aii requests for internal reviews under the Freedom of Information Act within 20
working days. We wili let you know if this time needs to be extended for any reason,

Kind regards

Punam McGookin
Head of Charlty Services

Charity Commlission far Northern Ireland
257 Lough Road

Lurgan

BT66 6NQ

Direct Tei: 028 3832 0220
www . charitycommissionni.org.uk

The Charity Commission for Narthern Xreland has launched a pubiic consuitation on its
Participation strategy, find out more at www.charitycommissionni.org.uk

Ml Charity

{ ) | Commissioq

Follow us on Twitler @CharityCommNI

miné charilycommss onm.oig yi
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#= rom; McGookin, Punam
ssent: 29 May 2014 18:10
¥ O: 'request-208891-ac2d163d@whatdotheyknow.com'
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<subject: TRIM: 20140529 - Review Freedom of Information request ref: FOI20140429A Conia Darcy
'9 May 2014

Mr Conla Darcy
wWhatdotheyknow

Dear Conia Darcy
Re: Review Freedom of Information request ref: FO120140429A

Thank you for your e-mall, received on 12 May 2014, requesting that the Charity Commission

for Northern Ireland reviews the handiing of your Freedom of Information request, recelved
on 29 April 2014.

You asked the Commission for the following:

Please detail all Statutory Inquiries undertaken by the Commission in date order from
2011,

Plaase also confirm the time between first concern received and launching of Inquiry.
Please detail the process from receiving concern to Statutory Inquiry,

You may name the Charities Charity 1, 2, 3 etc to avoid breach or confidence.

Having undertaken a review:
e it is appropriate for the Commission to seek verification of identification prior to
progressing your request. The Commission has identified a number of potentiai issues

around identity and in line with ICO guidance provided you with assistance and advice
on how you might provide evidence

In addition, your request was considered in conjunction with a number of other, similar

requests. The aggregate number, breadth, pattern and duration lead the Commission
to conclude that your request may be vexatious.

I understand that you may be disappointed by the outcome of this review, which Is based on
the Commission’s consideration of the Freedom of Information Act and the Information

1
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Commissioner’s Office’s guldance. If you are not satisfied with our decision on Internai
review, you have the right to appeal to the information Commissioner’s Office.

Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire SK9 5AF

Yours faithfully

Punam McGoakin
Head of Charity Services

028 3832 0220

Punam McGookin
Head of Charlty Services

Charity Commission for Northern Ireland
257 Lough Road

Lurgan

BT66 6NQ

The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland has launched a public consultation on its
Participation strategy, find out more at www.charitycommissionpl.org.uk

H X -Charity
) Commission

Follow us on Twitter @CharityCommN|

i 8 chend pgsionn.



From: charitycommissionni

Sent: 12 Mav 2014 09:34

To:

Subject: : Internal review of Freadom of information request - Number Of Enquiries

----- Original Message-----

From: The Muckraker [majlto:request-289625-25e8c8fo9awhatdotheyknow.com]

Sent: 12 May 2014 B9:28B

To: charitycommissionni

Subject: Internal review of Freedom of Information request - Number Of Enquiries

Dear Charity Commission for Northern Ireland,
Please pass this on to the person who conducts Freedom of Information reviews.

I am writing to request an internal review of Charity Commission for Northern Ireland's
( andling of my FOI request 'Number Of Enquiries’.

Hello, I believe I have provided you all the information you need in order for you to
provide the information requested.

A full history of my FOI request and all correspondence is available on the Internet at
this address: https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/number of enguiries

Yours faithfully,

The Muckraker

Plgase use this email address for all replies to this request:
reguest-209625-25e0¢cB8F9@whatdotheyknow. com

Nisclaimer: This message and any reply that you make will be published on the internet.
Jur privacy and copyright policies:

nttps://wwn. whatdotheyknow. com/help/officers

If you find this service useful as an FOI officer, please ask your web manager to link to
us from your organisation’s FOI page.

R e e L L L L L T N R A e



From: McGookin, Punam

Sent: 14 May 2014 16.02

To: ‘request-209625-25e0cB8f3@whatdotheyknow.com'’

Subject: Acknowledgement of an information request internal review {Ref. 20140504A)

Oear The Muckraker/Mr Bingley

I would iike to acknowledge receipt of your emalil, which was received by the Charity Commission for
Northern Ireland on Monday 12 May 2014, requesting an internal review ‘of the handling of’ a pravious
Information request, Ref: FO120140504, under the Freedom of Information Act.

We aim to respond to all requests for interna! reviews under the Freedom of Information Act within 20
working days. We will let you know if this time needs to be extended for any reason.

Kind regards

Punam McGookin
Head of Charity Services

Charity Commission for Northern Ireland
257 Lough Road

Lurgan

BT66 6NQ

The Charity Commission for Northern Ireiand has launched a puhbiic consuitation on its
Participation strategy, find out more at www.chari mmi

WX Charity
(I .| Commission

Follow us on Twitter @CharityCommNi

odmin® choritycommissionnigrg Lk




From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

24 - Keview Freedom of information request ref: FO120140504A The

FYI and file
I will save to TRIM

----- Original Message-----
From: The Muckraker [mailto:request-2089625-25e0cB8f9@whatdatheyknow. com)

Sent: 29 May 2814 22:43

To: McGookin, Punam

Subject: Re: 20140529 - Review Freedom of Information request ref: FOI20148584A The
Muckraker/Mr Bingley

Dear McGookin, Punam,

You appear to have switched defence from pseudonym related to vexatious. This is confusing
and evasive, I will advance to the ICO.

Yours sincerely,

The Muckraker
29 May 2014

The Muckraker/Robert Bingley

Whatdotheyknow

Dear The Muckraker/Robert Bingley

Re: Review Freedom of Information request ref: FOI28148584A

Thank you for your e-mail, received on 12 May 2014, requesting that the Charity
Commission for Northern Ireland reviews the handling of your Freedom of Enformation
request, received on 6 May 2014.

You asked the Commission for the following:



1..Number of Concerns about Charitles received since January 2018.

2, Number of current Statutory Enquiries since January 2018,

3. Number of concluded Statutory Enquiries since January 2010

4, Number of current Regulatory Enquiries since January 2010

5. Number of concluded Regulatory Enquiries since Janvary 2016.

6. Legal Costs per concluded Enquiry (Regulatory or Statutory) since 3January 2018
7. Legal costs in total incurred since January 2018

8. Number of charities subject to a Concern, or a Regulatory or Statutory Enquiry that
have eventually been registered as a charity since January 2010.

Having undertaken a review:

) it is appropriate for the Commission to seek verification of identification
prior to progressing your request. The Commission has identified a number of potential

- issues around identity and in line with ICO guidance provided you with assistance and

advice on how you might provide evidence

. in addition, your request was considered in conjunction with a number of
other, similar requests. The aggregate number, breadth, pattern and duration lead the
Commission to conclude that your request may be vexatious.

I understand that you may be disappointed by the outcome of this review, which is based
on the Commission’s consideration of the Freedom of Information Act and the Information

Commissioner’s Office’s guidance. If you are not satisfied with our decision on interpal
review, you have the right to appeal to the information Commissioner’s Office.

Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire SK9 5AF

Yours faithfully

Punam McGookin

Head of Charity Services



028 3832 0220

Punam McGookin
Head of Charity Services

Charity Commission for Northern Ireland
257 Lough Road

Lurgan

8Te6 6NQ

[2]www.charitycommissionni.org.uk

The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland has launched a public consultation on its
Participation strategy, find out more at [2]www.charitycommissionni,org.uk

Follow us on Twitter [3]@CharityCommNI

This email is from the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland. It contains information
which is confidential and which may be privileged or subject to public disclosure under
the Freedom of Information Act 2000,

Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily

reflect the views of the Charity Commission for Morthern Ireland. It is for the exclusive
use of the intended recipient.

Any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this communication or any attachment
to it without prior permission of the addressee is strictly prohibited. If you have
received it in error please inform us by email, phone or fax (The Charity Commission for
Northern Ireland, 257 Lough Road,, Lurgan, BT66 6NQ; telephone 928 3832 8220; fax 028
3834 5943; textphone 628 3834 7639: email [4][CCNI request email]; web
[5]www.charitycommissionni.org.uk ) then delete it from your system



While the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland has taken reasonable precaution to
minimise the risk of any attachment to this email containing computer viruses, we can not
accept any liability for any damage which you sustain as a result of any such viruses.
You should carry out your own virus checks before you open this document.

References

Visible links

1. http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/
2. http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/
3. https://twitter.com/CharityCommNI

4. mailto:[CCNI request email]

5. http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/

Please use this email address for all replies to this request:
request-289625-25e08c8T9@whatdotheyknow. com

Disclaimer: This message and any reply that you make will be published on the internet.
Our privacy and copyright policies:
https://www.whatdotheyknow. com/help/officers

If you find this service useful as an FOI officer, please ask your web manager to link to
us from your organisation's FOI page.

e e A e TR T A R R B e e e e e e ke A W W
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From: charitycommissionni

Sent: 16 May 2014 09:03

To: l!llllilllliiiilf

Subject: W: Internal review of Freedom of Information request - Information required
----- Original Messapge-----

From: s.d.beaufort [mailto:request-288581-79ab6af7@whatdotheyknow.com]
Sent: 16 May 2014 88:56
To: charitycommissionni

Subject: Internal review of Freedom of Information request - Information required

Dear Charity Commission for Northern Ireland,
Please pass this on to the person who conducts Freedom of Information reviews,

I am writing to request an internal review of Charity Commission for Northern Ireland's
1andling of my FOI request 'Information required’.

You have accused me of using a pseudonym, "as there were similar requests made." As far as
I can see there was not a similar request to mine. All other government departments
exercise the true spirit of the FOIA, except The Charity Commission NI. You have clearly
lots to hide. However, despite your “best efforts" I require a full and appropriate answer
forthwith, you are NOT above the law.

A full history of my FOI request and all correspondence is available on the Internet at

this address: https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/information required
Yours faithfully,

s.d.beaufort

Please use this email address for all replies to this request:

request-2088581-79ab6afi@whatdotheyknow. com

Disclaimer: This message and any reply that you make will be published on the internet.
Our privacy and copyright policies:

https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/help/officers

If you find this service useful as an FOI officer, please ask your web manager to 1link to
us from your organisation's FDI page.

LR T T T e g g i g L L T R



From: McGoackin, Punam

Sent: 19 May 2014 18:40

To: ‘request-208581-79abGaf7 @whatdotheyknaow.com’

Subject: Acknowiedgement of an information request internal review (Ref: 20140428A)

Dear S.D. Beaufort

I would like to acknowledge receipt of your emall, which was received by the Charity Commission for
Northern Ireland on Friday 16 May 2014, requesting an Internal review of the hand!ing of a previous
information request ‘Informatlon required’, Ref: FO120140428, under the Freedom of Information Act,

We aim to respond to aii requests for internal reviews under the Freedom of Information Act within 20
working days. We will let you know if this time needs to be extended for any reason.

Kind regards

Punam McGookin
Head of Charlty Services

Charity Commission for Northern Ireiand
257 Lough Road

Lurgan

BT66 6NQ

WWW ri mmisslgnni. :

The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland has launched a public consultation on its
Participation strategy, find out more at www.charitvcommissionni.org.tik

Follow us on Twitter @CharityCammNI
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From: _
Sent: 29 N14 1B:27
To:

Subject: iVIV TRIM: 20140529 - Review Freedom of information request ref. FOI120140428A

HP TRIM Record Number: CC1/14/13733

FYl and fiie

From: McGookin, Punam

Sent: 29 May 2014 18:18

To: 'request-208581-79ab6af7 @whatdotheyknow.com'

Subject: TRIM: 20140529 - Review Freedom of Information request ref: FO120140428A SD Beaufort

}29 May 2014

SD Beaufort
Whatdotheyknow

Dear SD Beaufort
Re: Review Freedom of Information request ref: FOI20140428A

Thank you for your e-mail, received on 16 May 2014, requesting that the Charity Commission
for Northern Ireland reviews the handling of your Freedom of Information request, received
on 28 April 2014,

You asked the Commission for the following:

Please provide me with copies of all guidance, training manuals or other written
documentation given or made avaifable to your staff to assist them in conducting a
)statutory inquiry, including all advice and gquidance given to them in relation to interpretation,
whether statutory or otherwise. Please also list any training provided. Please state the date
of issue in respect of each piece of guidance etc. issued and the dates of any training
provided.,

Having undertaken a review:
s it is appropriate for the Commission to seek verification of identification prior to

progressing your request, The Commission has identified a number of potential issues
around Identity and in line with ICO guidance provided you with assistance and advice
on how you might provide evidence

» in addition, your request was considered in conjunction with a number of other, simiiar
requests. The aggregate number, breadth, pattern and duration lead the Commission
to conclude that your request may be vexatious.

I understand that you may be disappointed by the outcome of this review, which is based on
the Commission’s consideration of the Freedom of Information Act and the Information
Commissioner's Office’s guidance. If you are not satisfied with our decision on internal
review, you have the right to appeal to the information Commissioner’s Office.

1



Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire SK9 5AF

Yours faithfully
Punam McGookin
Head of Charity Services

028 3832 0220

Punam McGookin
.. Head of Charity Services

_ <harity Commission for Northern Ireiand
257 tough Road
Lurgan
BT66 6NQ

www.charitycommissionni.cra.uk

The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland has launched a public consuitation on its
Participation strategy, find out more at www.charitvcommissionnl.org.uk

b Charity
Commission

Follow us on Twitter @CharityCommNI
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From: charitycommissionni
Sent: 22 May 2014 09.03
To:
Subject: : Internal review of Freedom of Information request - Employee code of
ethics/Conduct
----- Original Message-----

From: john spencer [mailto:request-289552-cfaSc3blfiwhatdotheyknow.com]
Sent: 22 May 2014 00:41

To: charitycommissionni

Subject: Internal review of Freedom of Information request - Employee code of
ethics/Conduct

Dear Charity Commission for Northern Ireland,
Please pass this on to the person who conducts Freedom of Information reviews.

I am writing to request an internal review of Charity Commission for Northern Ireland's
handling of my FOI request 'Employee code of ethics/Conduct’,

It is unacceptable that you require me to identify myself via passport/driving license
details. I do note that only 9 requests have been submitted to your commission; 1 of which
did not hold the details required, 2 were refused and 4 your have stated you will not
respond to unless you are satisfied of their photographic identity. Please answer my
request, otherwise the general public will wish to know why the cormission is employing
you to provide these details at the expense of the tax payer.

A full history of my FOI request and all correspondence is available on the Internet at
this address: https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/reqguest/employee code of ethicsconduct

Yours faithfully,

john spencer

Please use this email address for all replies to this request:
reguest-209552-cfaSc3bi@whatdotheyknow. com

Disclaimer: This message and any reply that you make will be published on the internet.
Our privacy and copyright policies:

https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/help/officers

If you find this service useful as an FOI officer, please ask your web manager to link to
us from your organisation's FOI page.



From: McGookin, Punam

Sent: 22 May 2014 1847

To: ‘request-209552-cfa5c3b1@whatdotheyknow.com'

Subject: Acknowiedgement of an information request intemai review {Ref 20140506A)

Dear Mr John Spencer

1 would like to acknowiedge receipt of your email, which was received by the Charity Commission for
Northern Ireland on Thursday 22 May 2014, requesting an internal review of the handiing of a previous
information request ‘Empiayee code of ethics/Conduct’, Ref: FOI120140506, under the Freedom of
Information Act.

We aim to respond to ali requests for Internai reviews under the Freedom of Information Act within 20
working days. We will let you know if this time needs to be extended for any reason.

Kind regards

Punam McGookin
Head of Charity Services

Charity Commission for Northern Ireland
257 Lough Road

Lurgan

BT66 6NQ

www.chartycommissionni.org.uk

The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland has launched a public consultation on its
Participation strategy, find out more at www.charitycommissionni.org,uk

- Charity
 Comumission

Follow us on Twitter @CharityCommnN|

edming ChattyeommisHones oig ut
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Sent: 02 Jul ;

WTRIM GO Document : CC1/14/13483 : FOI20140428A response to

29 May 2014.DOCX

CCNI Document : CC1/14/13483 : FOI20140428A response to

: RE: HF M CCNI Document : CC1/14/13483 : FOI20148428A response to

25 May 20614.DOCX

That is my concern regarding stating that it is vexatious - if we are going to say they
are definitively vexatious then we would need to prepare a vexatious evidence pack for the
ICO (we have done that for two other requests which we consider to be vexatious). I

thought by not saying it, then at least we are still open to it being a genuine request if
the identification is provided.

I also noticed in the three review requests we received that each person asked for a
review of “"the handling of their request", which is why I added that line in.

- Will look at -now.
{

Charity Commission for Northern Ireland
257 Lough Road

Lurgan

BT66 6NQ

T: 028 3832 @169

www. charitycommissionnd.org.uk

The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland has launched a public consultation on its
Participation strategy, find out more at www.charitycommissionni.org.uk

Follow us on Twitter @CharityCommNI



This email is from the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland. It contains information
which is confidential and which may be privileged or subject to public disclosure under
the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of
the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Charity Commission for Nerthern
Ireland. It is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient.

Any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this communication or any attachment to
it without prior permission of the addressee is strictly prohibited. If you have received
it in error please inform us by email, phone or fax (The Charity Commission for Northern
Ireland, 257 Lough Road,, Lurgan, BT66 6NQ; telephone ©28 3832 0220; fax 028 3834 5943;
textphone 928 3834 7639: email admin@charitycommissionni.org.uk; web

www.charitycommissionni.org.uk ) then delete it from your system

While the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland has taken reasonable precaution to
minimise the risk of any attachment to this email containing computer viruses, we can not
accept any liability for any damage which you sustain as a result of any such viruses.
You should carry out your own virus checks before you open this document.

-----

Cc:
Subject: RE: HP TRIM CCNI Document : CC1/14/13483 : FOI20140428A response to
29 May 2014.DOCX

discuss any change withFas some of the wording was suggested by her and
as also content. But happy to discuss changes, particularly why we cannot says

requests are vexatious.

To: A = s J _
Subject: HP TRIM CCNI Document : CC1/14/13483 : FOI28140428A response to-29
May 2814.DOCX

Morning -

I have checked this response and dates etc are all fine. I have tracked some suggested
changes though, which I am happy to discuss.

Record Number : CC1/14/13483
Title : FOI20140428A response to— 29 May 2014.DOCX

2



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

29 - Review Freedom of information request ref: F0120140506A-

FYiand file

From: McGookin, Punam

Sent: 29 May 2014 18:20

To: 'request-209552-cfa5c3b1@whatdotheyknow.com’

Subject: 20140529 - Review Freedom of Information request ref: FOI20140506A John Spencer

29 May 2014

( ‘'ohn Spencer
Whatdotheyknow

Dear John Spencer
Re: Review Freedom of Information request ref: FOI20140506A

Thank you for your e-mail, received on 22 May 2014, requesting that the Charity Commission
for Northern Ireland reviews the handiing of your Freedom of Information request, received
on 6 May 2014,

You asked the Commission for the foilowing:

Would you provide via this FOI request the CCNIs Employee Code of Ethics/conduct
along with the date in which this was introduced; including, but not limited to policies
of neutrality & activity, criminal convictions, respect for others, accountability,
stewardship, personal interests, openness and transparency, duty of trust and political
neutrality and activity.

Having undertaken a review:

« It Is appropriate for the Commission tc seek verification of identification prior to
progressing your request. The Commission has identifled a nhumber of potential issues
around identity and in line with ICO guidance provided you with assistance and advice
on how you might provide evidence

« in addition, your request was considered in conjunction with a number of other, similar
requests. The aggregate number, breadth, pattern and duration iead the Commission
to conclude that your request may be vexatious.

1 understand that you may be disappointed by the outcome of this review, which is based on
the Commission’s consideration of the Freedom of Information Act and the Information
Commissioner’s Office’s guidance. If you are not satisfied with our decision on internal
review, you have the right to appeal to the information Commissiener’s Office.

Information Commissioner’'s Office
Wycliffe House
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From:
Sent:
To:

Sui:]ect: FW. 2014052¢ - Review Freedom of information request ref. FOI20140429A-

----- Original Message-----

From: Conla Oarcy [mailto:request-288891-ac2d163d@whatdotheyknow.com]
Sent: 04 June 2814 10:18

To: McGookin, Punam
Subject: Re: 20140529 - Review Freedom of Information request ref: FOI28148429A Conla
Darcy
Dear McGookin, Punam,
Thank you for your reply.
irs sincerely,

Conla Darcy
25 May 2814

Mr Conla Darcy

Whatdotheyknow

Near Conla Darcy
Re: Review Freedom of Information request ref: FOI20148429A

Thank you for your e-mail, received on 12 May 2014, requesting that the Charity
Commission for Northern Ireland reviews the handling of your Freedom of Information
reguest, received on 22 April 20814.

You asked the Commission for the following:

Please detail all Statutory Inquiries undertaken by the Commission in date
order from 2011,

. Please also confirm the time between first concern received and launching of
Inquiry.



