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Please ask for: Mollie Redford
Reference: 21498053
Email: 
xxx.xxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxxxxxxxx.xxx
Date: 11 May 2021

 
Dear Mr Torbica
 
Thank you for your request for information made under the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) 2000 relating to Kent Test questions. Please see the response provided below:

GL Assessment is the test provider for the Kent Test.
1) Why does the copyright for the Kent Test not belong to Kent County Council?
The copyright rests with the originators of the test materials. KCC did not originate the 
test materials.

2) Why was a system of choosing questions for the test from a bank of materials 
chosen?
Using a question bank allows a provider to generate a higher number of tests for 
different customers without duplication of content. All current test providers have a 
similar system – it was not specifically chosen by KCC.

3) When choosing GL Assessment as a testing provider was the decision to 
allow GL Assessment to retain copyright intended to reduce the amount of 
preparation questions available to students.
No. GL Assessment retains copyright in the materials it produces for any customer. It 
sells preparation materials in High Street shops and online and has an interest in 
protecting its publishing business. Some materials are made available, free of charge 
by the provider, please follow this link to the materials on KCC’s website - 
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/kent-test#tab-3. 
These are intended for private use by pupils and their parents or school, and not for 
resale or use as part of a tutoring business. 

4) Why did GL Assessment retain copyright to this booklet made for Kent County 
Council. Was allowing GL Assessment to retain copyright reasonable, since Kent 
County Council paid GL Assessment to have this booklet produced. An excerpt 
from the copyright notice on the booklet reads "This publication may not be sold 
or distributed as part of any product or service, including via private tuition".
The provision of a familiarisation booklet for pupils taking Kent’s test was covered (and 
therefore paid for) in the Council’s contract with the provider, but the content is 
generated (and so owned) by the provider. At the Council’s specific request, GL 
Assessment has agreed to the publication of the booklet on the KCC website so that it 
can be made available to pupils taking the Kent Test. The copyright notice does not 
prevent a parent or teacher from printing a copy to go through with a pupil – it simply 
does not allow resale or commercial use. KCC views this as reasonable.
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5) Why does Kent County Council provide a resource on their website which 
specifically excludes usage for tuition. Many students would find going over this 
booklet with a tutor very helpful to gain a deeper understanding of the Kent Test.
The resource is written for children to read, although if they do not easily understand it, 
they can ask for help from parents or teachers and the copyright restrictions imposed 
by the originating company do not exclude this. The test seeks to identify the children 
who are most likely to be well placed in a setting where they will be expected to learn 
fast and to a high standard. Tutoring specific to the test is not encouraged because 
candidates will need to sustain a good level of achievement for the next 5 to 7 years if 
they gain a grammar school place.

6) Why was a less restrictive licence e.g. OGL (Open Government Licence) not 
considered
The copyright rests with the producer of the materials, not with the Council, and it is GL 
Assessment’s copyright notice. It does not prevent a child’s parent or teacher from 
printing a copy of the paper so that they can look at it together, it only rules out resale 
or commercial use.

If you are unhappy with this response, and believe KCC has not complied with 
legislation, you have 40 working days from the date of this response to ask for a review. 
You can do this by following our complaints process; details can be found at this link 
https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/complaints-and-compliments#tab-10 on our 
website. Please quote reference 21498053.

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you can appeal to the Information 
Commissioner, who oversees compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
Details of what you need to do, should you wish to pursue this course of action, are 
available from the Information Commissioner’s website http://ico.org.uk/concerns 
 
I will now close your request as of this date.
 
 
Yours sincerely
 
 
Mollie Redford 
Information Access Officer 
Strategic and Corporate Services 

 




    

  

  
