
From:
To:

[redacted] 
[redacted]

Subject: FW: General Aviation & COVID-19 restrictions
Date: 03 February 2021 11:50:06

For info

From: [redacted] 
Sent: 18 January 2021 13:22
To: Rogers D (David) (Constitution and Cabinet Director) [redacted]@gov.scot>
Cc: C[redacted]@transport.gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@transport.gov.scot>; 
[redacted]@transport.gov.scot>; [redacted]@transport.gov.scot>; 
[redacted]@transport.gov.scot>; [redacted]@transport.gov.scot> Subject: FW: General Aviation 
& COVID-19 restrictions

Hello David

I agree this is different. As the flight hours are not needed for someone to do their 
job, we do not see a strong policy justification for them being allowed an 
exemption from the travel rules. Unlike the limited exception for essential 
maintenance, people could use this excuse to travel multiple times and potentially 
use this justification for what are in reality  recreational flights.

[redacted]

[redacted]
Aviation Strategy and Sustainable Aviation, Transport Scotland
Mob: [redacted]

From: [redacted]@transport.gov.scot> 
Sent: 18 January 2021 09:33
To: [redacted]@transport.gov.scot>
Cc: [redacted]@transport.gov.scot>; [redacted]@transport.gov.scot>
Subject: FW: General Aviation & COVID-19 restrictions

[redacted], [redacted] – Can you close the loop on this one.  Think we had a 
more recent request along similar lines. 

[redacted]
Head of Aviation

0131 244 [redacted] 
[redacted]



c
An agency of  

From: Rogers D (David) (Constitution and Cabinet Director) <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Sent: 18 January 2021 09:31
To: Cox G (Gary) < 
Cc: [redacted]@transport.gov.scot>; [redacted]@transport.gov.scot>; Carson J (Jamie) 
<xxxxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxxxx.xxx.xxxx >; McFarlane J (John) <[redacted]@gov.scot>; Cabinet 
Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity <xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxxx>; 
Subject: RE: General Aviation & COVID-19 restrictions

[redacted], [redacted] – could you consider please? 

There was a related query about flying for aircraft safety recently,  However, the 
arguments for someone to travel/leave home just to keep up skills for a hobby 
might be different.

David

David Rogers
Director, Constitution and Cabinet | The Scottish Government | 4 N.04, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh, EH1 
3DG |   T: [redacted]  | E:  [redacted]@gov.scot

From: [redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure 
and Connectivity
Sent: 18 January 2021 08:40
To: Rogers D (David) (Constitution and Cabinet Director) <[redacted]@gov.scot>
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity <xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxxx>; 
[redacted]@transport.gov.scot>; [redacted]@transport.gov.scot>; 
[redacted]@transport.gov.scot>; [redacted]@transport.gov.scot>; McFarlane J (John) 
<[redacted]@gov.scot> Subject: FW: General Aviation & COVID-19 restrictions

Hi David,

Please see below, this is anything your team can help with ?

Many thanks

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz



[redacted]
[redacted] | Assistant Private Secretary to Michael Matheson MSP, Cabinet Secretary 
for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG | Web:
www.gov.scot
Tel: 0131 244 [redacted] (Please continue to contact me on this number during this 
time) | Email: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxxx

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on 
behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a 
note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private 
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot

From: [redacted]@parliament.scot> 
Sent: 15 December 2020 11:52
To: [redacted]@gov.scot>
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity <xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxxx> 
Subject: FW: General Aviation & COVID-19 restrictions

Hi [redacted]

I have spoken with the below constituent who emailed [redacted].

The flying is not to do with employment, however he holds a private pilot licence which still 
requires him to fly so many hours within 90 days to be in a position to keep up his safety skills, 
and to be allowed to carry passengers in the future.

Although the Civil Aviation are the overseeing body for this, [redacted] is concerned at whether 
or not he is in a position to travel from our current level 2 area to Cumbernauld, which is 
currently a level 3, in order to carry out his flying hours. Are you able to advise as to any 
guidance for this, as this is the closest airport for him to fly from and he does not wish to break 
any rules.

Any advice would be gratefully accepted.

I look forward to hearing from you.

With Kindest Regards

Tracy

[redacted]
Administrative Assistant to Michael Matheson MSP

Tel: 01324 [redacted]

http://www.gov.scot/
mailto:xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxxx
http://www.lobbying.scot/


Constituency Office
15a East Bridge Street
Falkirk
FK1 1YD

Begin forwarded message:

From: [redacted]@gmail.com>
Date: 14 December 2020 at 14:45:32 GMT
To: "Matheson M (Michael), MSP" <xxxxxxx.xxxxxxxx.xxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxxx > 
Subject: General Aviation & COVID-19 restrictions


CAUTION: This e-mail originated from outside of The Scottish Parliament. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Good Afternoon Michael

I am writing in regards to seeking your help, to raise questions with the Scottish 
Government, about General Aviation in Scotland. 

The UK Government has issued guidance specifically relating to General Aviation in 
England.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-
aviation/coronavirus-covid-19-general-aviation

I cannot find an equivalent for Scotland. 

Aviation is a reserved matter but the restrictions on travel are a devolved matter. 

It appears that the travel exemptions relate to various sectors but there is no 
mention of General Aviation. 

It appears that someone could travel from Falkirk to Cumbernauld for driving 
lessons but a qualified pilot couldn't do this same journey (without interacting with 
anyone) to fly to maintain experience for safety reasons.

I hope you can help with this as the general aviation sector is struggling under these 
conditions and it represents a safety issue if private pilots cannot fly regularly.

Kind Regards 

[redacted]

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-general-aviation%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-general-aviation&data=04%7C01%7CMichael.Matheson.msp%40parliament.scot%7Cca0578dcf72d4b207ef408d8a03ee601%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C637435539318746327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=9i2nhvbpAL5ub9sP1kCAi4vb590UrtRv50sczWjg88I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-general-aviation%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-general-aviation&data=04%7C01%7CMichael.Matheson.msp%40parliament.scot%7Cca0578dcf72d4b207ef408d8a03ee601%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C0%7C637435539318746327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=9i2nhvbpAL5ub9sP1kCAi4vb590UrtRv50sczWjg88I%3D&reserved=0



