
Attachment_Section 43 

FOI request (3536) – Advertising spend 

43.--- (…) 

(2) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, 
prejudice the commercial interests of any person (including the public authority holding it). 

(…) 

Factors for disclosure Factors for withholding 

 Public interest in transparency and 
accountability.  

 Establishing that the University has 
negotiated a competitive rate in 
relation to advertising spend 

 Public interest in ensuring universities 
can compete fairly 

 Allowing the University to maintain the 
trust and confidence we have built 
with our suppliers. 

 We have a duty to protect sensitive 
commercial information the University 
holds about our audiences and the 
data we use. 

 Disclosure of certain information will 
damage the University’s future 
negotiating position and competitive 
edge within the HE sector. 

Reasons why the public interest favours withholding information 

 Much of the requested information is held under close confidentiality.  Retaining that 
confidentiality enables the Univesrity to conduct effective relationships with agencies and 
provide creative and strategic plans in a competitive environment. 

 


