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Dear, 
 
Thank you for your email of 16 September where you requested the following information: 
 

This list of 2021 shows human rights priorities countries: 
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fg
overnment%2Fpublications%2Fhuman-rights-priority-countries-autumn-2021-ministerial-
statement%2Fhuman-rights-priority-countries-ministerial-statement-for-january-to-june-
2021&amp;data=05%7C01%7Cfoi%40trade.gov.uk%7C68544c213ec948d7d37208da97
fa50c8%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C63798939872007612
5%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6
Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=A%2FZATyIi1yRsZD
B7boWwXHjGPQiS4JRYiXUEII0dfaE%3D&amp;reserved=0 
 
Can I please ask, of the 31 Human Rights Priority Countries (Afghanistan, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Belarus, Central African Republic, China, Colombia, Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea (DPRK), Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Eritrea, Iran, Iraq, 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Libya, Mali, Myanmar, Nicaragua, 
Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Yemen, and Zimbabwe), how many are we in 
negotiation with a Free Trade Agreement with, how many have we signed an FTA with 
and how many are we not engaging with to secure an FTA? 

 
Can you please give the names of each country, as appropriate? 

 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 ('the Act'), you have the right to:   

• know whether we hold the information you require 

• be provided with that information (subject to any exemptions under the Act which may 
apply). 
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fhuman-rights-priority-countries-autumn-2021-ministerial-statement%2Fhuman-rights-priority-countries-ministerial-statement-for-january-to-june-2021&amp;data=05%7C01%7Cfoi%40trade.gov.uk%7C68544c213ec948d7d37208da97fa50c8%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637989398720076125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=A%2FZATyIi1yRsZDB7boWwXHjGPQiS4JRYiXUEII0dfaE%3D&amp;reserved=0
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I can confirm that the Department for International Trade (DIT) does hold information within the 
scope of your request.  
 
Regarding the countries listed above, some of the information you have requested is exempt 
from disclosure under section 21 of the Act because the information is reasonably accessible to 
you by other means (publicly available).  
 
To assist you, however, the annex to this letter has the countries or authorities with which the 
UK has signed or is negotiating a free trade agreement (FTA) (8) and provided links to where 
you can find this information. 
 
The UK has no current plans to negotiate FTAs with the other countries cited in your request 
(23). 
 
Appeals procedure 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal 
review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of 
the response to your original request and should be addressed to the Information Rights Unit:  
 
Information Rights Unit 
Department for International Trade 
Old Admiralty Building  
London  
SW1A 2DY 
Email: foi@trade.gov.uk  
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly 
to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire, SK9 5AF 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Department for International Trade  
 
 

mailto:xxx@xxxxx.xxx.xx

