Children’s Services Directorate
Children’s Social Care and Safeguarding
Lisa Vaux, Head of Children in Care Services

My Ref: FOI1/1369
By email to: Your Ref:
Sammy Matthews Date: 9 May 2023
;ec(zllcjee%[(-)agsv%%tdotheyknow com Enquiries to:  Information Requests
: Direct Dial: 01226 77 5759
E-Mail: informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk

Dear Sammy,
Re: Request for Information — Freedom of Information Act 2000

| wish to confirm that the Children’s Services Directorate has now completed its search
for the information which you requested by e-mail on 11t April 2023.

Your questions and my findings are as follows: -

For your mainstream foster carer population (general/unconnected carers) the
basic weekly allowances paid for 2023/24 per age bracket for all age bands. NOT
including any fee/reward element for foster carers.

0-2=£154
3-4 = £159
5-10 = £175
11-15 =£199
16+ = £233

Please detail any other allowances paid for children living in mainstream foster
care in addition to their weekly allowance, for example religious festival, holiday,
birthday, other. Please detail the amount paid and the frequency foster carers can
receive these.

Religious Festival — Amounts paid per child. Allowance is usually paid in November or at
an appropriate time prior to the relevant festival to all carers with an applicable
placement.

0-2=£154

3-4 = £159

5-10 = £175

11-15=£199

16+ = £233

Holiday Payments — Paid per child in placement. Holiday allowances are paid in May to
all carers with a placement at that point. Payments are also made throughout the year
on a discretionary basis dependent upon circumstances.
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0-2 = £308

3-4 =£318
5-10 = £350
11-15 = £398
16+ = £466

Birthday Payments — Paid per child in placement. Birthday payments are paid on the
payment week prior to the week in which the birthday occurs.

0-2 =£154

3-4 = £159

5-10 = £175

11-15=£199

16+ = £233

Please detail any additional allowances or fees paid to for children with additional
support needs or disabilities.

The Local Authority, on occasion, pays an additional 50% skill-based fee if a sibling
group of 3 is placed together or a child has complex support needs. This is considered
on a case-by-case basis.

Your current fee/reward structure for mainstream foster carers (NB this is
different to allowances for the child). Please include:

i) Details of the levels/bands for carers and how much you pay per week at each
level/band.

Level 1 =£100
Level 2 = £150
Level 3 =£360

Plus, for each child in placement:
0-2=£10

3-4 =£10

5-10 = £20

11-15 = £45

16+ = £60

ii) The number of mainstream foster carers on each level/band, including those
that receive no fee on top of the child’s allowance.

Level1 =5

Level 2 =20
Level 3 =92
COPYRIGHT STATEMENT

(©) Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

This information is a relevant copyright work for the purposes of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. It is owned solely by Barnsley
Metropolitan Borough Council but you are able to use and re-use it freely without charge, including for commercial purposes, in accordance
with the terms of the Open Government Licence found at The National Archives Website http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence

You can also write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU

When re- using the information please ensure that you:

Acknowledge the copyright and source of the information by including the following attribution statement: "Contains Barnsley Metropolitan
Borough Council information (©) Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council. Licensed under the Open Government Licence."

Include the same acknowledgement in any sub-licences you grant, and a requirement that any further sub-licences do the same.

Do not use the information in a way that suggests that Barnsley Council endorses you or your use of the information.

The information is licensed "as is" . Barnsley Council is not liable for any errors or omissions in the information and shall not be liable for any
loss, injury or damage of any kind caused by its use.

PO Box 634, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 9GG


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence

For your kinship foster carer population (connected carers) the basic weekly
allowances paid for 2023/24 per age bracket for all age bands. NOT including any
fee/reward element for foster carers.

0-2=£154
3-4 = £159
5-10 = £175
11-15=£199
16+ = £233

Please detail any other allowances paid for children living in kinship foster care in
addition to their weekly allowance, for example religious festival, holiday,
birthday, other. Please detail the amount paid and the frequency foster carers can
receive these.

Religious Festival — Amounts paid per child. Allowance is usually paid in November or at
an appropriate time prior to the relevant festival to all carers with an applicable
placement.

0-2=£154

3-4 = £159

5-10 = £175

11-15=£199

16+ = £233

Holiday Payments — Paid per child in placement. Holiday allowances are paid in May to
all carers with a placement at that point. Payments are also made throughout the year
on a discretionary basis dependent upon circumstances.

0-2 = £308

3-4 =£318

5-10 = £350

11-15 = £398

16+ = £466

Birthday Payments — Paid per child in placement. Birthday payments are paid on the
payment week prior to the week in which the birthday occurs.

0-2 =£154

3-4 = £159

5-10 = £175

11-15=£199

16+ = £233

Your current fee/reward structure for kinship foster carers (NB this is different to
allowances for the child). Please include:
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i) Details of the levels/bands for carers and how much you pay per week at each
level/band.

No Skills Level = £0
Level 1 =£100

ii) The number of kinship foster carers on each level/band, including those that
receive no fee on top of the child’s allowance.

No Skills Level = 25
Level 1 =8

Your 2023-24 weekly allowances for former foster carers looking after young
people in 18+ Staying Put arrangements, broken down by year 1, year 2, and year
3 if necessary.

Year 1 =£233
Year 2 = £233
Year 3 = £233

Your 2023-24 weekly fee payments for former foster carers looking after young
people in 18+ Staying Put arrangements, broken down by year 1, year 2, and year
3 if necessary.

Not paid

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact Information Requests on 01226
77 5759. Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future
communications.

If you are unhappy with the way the Directorate has handled your request, you may ask
for an internal review. Please clearly mark your correspondence ‘Complaint’ and
address it to:

Barnsley MBC

Information Requests Team

PO Box 634

Barnsley

S70 9GG

email: informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk
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If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner
can be contacted at: -

Customer Services Team
Information Commissioner’s Office
Woycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

website address: www.ico.org.uk

Yours sincerely

| KVaulX

Lisa Vaux
Head of Children in Care Services
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