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Please ask for: Mollie Redford
Reference: 26042173
Email: 
xxx.xxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxxxxxxxx.xxx
Date: 30 November 2021

 

Dear Ms Payton
 
Thank you for your request for information made under the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) 2000 relating to Fostering. Please see the response provided below:

How many children have entered foster care each year for the past five years?
Please note, the below includes children moving from one placement (which may have 
been a foster placement) to another placement.

Number of Children 

Financial 

starting a Foster 

Year

Placement

2016/2017

911

2017/2018

824

2018/2019

715

2019/2020

834

2020/2021

753

How many Foster Carers have been actively working for each year for the past 
five years?
Please note, the below is a snapshot of the number of households on our Foster Carer 
Register at the the 31st March each year.

Foster Carer Register 
Excluding Relief & 

Date

Suspended at date

31/03/2017

797

31/03/2018

721

31/03/2019

679

31/03/2020

681

31/03/2021

669
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How many new Foster Carers has there been each year for the past five years?

Number of new Foster 
Households (excluding 

Financial 

Relief only carer type) 

Year

registrations 

2016/2017

97

2017/2018

81

2018/2019

78

2019/2020

121

2020/2021

135

The average foster carer allowance for the last five years for each age group.
Please find attached Rates and Charges for the last five years detailing payment rates 
to Kent Foster Carers.

The average foster carer allowance for someone new into fostering?
The link below details payments to Kent Foster Carers:
https://www.kentfostering.co.uk/introduction-to-fostering/fostering-payments

Figures showing how foster carer pay has increased over the last five years.
Increases to foster carer payments are considered on an annual basis (April), with the 
last increase in April 2021. Please see attached Rates and Charges detailing payments 
for the past four years and above links for payment details for this current year.

Is there a need for more Foster Carers?
There is a great need for many different types of foster carers and many children and 
young people who need safe and secure homes in Kent.

Has there been a rise in the amount that new Foster Carers are being paid so that 
more people want to do it?
Increases to foster carer payments are considered on an annual basis (April), with the 
last increase in April 2021.

If you are unhappy with this response, and believe KCC has not complied with 
legislation, you have 40 working days from the date of this response to ask for a review. 
You can do this by following our complaints process; details can be found at this link 
https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/complaints-and-compliments#tab-10 on our 
website. Please quote reference 26042173.

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you can appeal to the Information 
Commissioner, who oversees compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
Details of what you need to do, should you wish to pursue this course of action, are 
available from the Information Commissioner’s website http://ico.org.uk/concerns 
 
I will now close your request as of this date.
 
Yours sincerely
 
Mollie Redford
Information Access Officer,  Strategic and Corporate Services

 




    

  

  
