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Ref: 

FOI 6507851 

 
 
Date: 26 February 2018 
 
 
Send by e-mail to: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
 
 
For the attention of S Collins 
 
 
Dear Sir / Madam  
 
 
REQUEST UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2002 
 
 
I refer to your e-mail correspondence of 29 January 2018, in which you request that the 
following information be provided to you: 
 

“The Parenting Science Gang have received funding from Wellcome to 
undertake research into subjects of interest to parents.  This group is looking into 
the take up of flexischooling in Scotland and the support provided by local 
authorities to families and schools who wish to make, or currently hold, a 
flexischooling arrangement. 

The information gathered in this project will be published online in a report on the 
findings, and may form part of an academic paper published in a peer-reviewed 
journal. 

Please would you provide answers to the following questions: 

 

FLEXISCHOOLING POLICY 

 

1. Flexischooling is defined by the Scottish government as where a child attends 
school part-time and is home educated for the remainder of the week, and can 
be arranged in collaboration with the school and parents. More information is 
available here: http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2007/12/17133313/3 

Does your LA use the term flexischooling to refer to this arrangement, or is it 
known by a different term? 

 

2. Please send us copies of written information that your LA makes available to 
staff, schools or parents to guide and support;  
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a). requesting a flexischooling arrangement,  

b). the decision-making process in accepting or rejecting a request 

c). the ongoing support for schools and families involved in flexischooling. 

This might include, but not be limited to, policies, procedures and 
information/guidance sheets. 

 

3. If you do not have any written information as described above, please tell us 
how a request for a new flexischooling arrangement would be dealt with. 

 

4. Which role within your LA has responsibility for flexischooling?  What are their 
responsibilities?  Please provide us with the contact details (name, email, phone 
number) of the person who currently holds this role. 

 

FLEXISCHOOLING NUMBERS 

 

1. How many children do you believe are currently flexischooling in your LA?  
Please tell us how you calculated this number (eg based on requests for 
arrangements, headteacher reports, registration codes). 

 

2. Please provide a breakdown of these numbers indicating the phase of 
schooling ie number at primary (5-11) level, number at secondary (11-18) level. 

 

3. How many flexischooled children are known to require Additional Support for 
Learning (ASL)? 

 

4. How many requests have been made for flexischooling arrangements during 
the academic years;  

a) 2014-15 

b) 2015-16 

c) 2016-17 

 

5. How many requests in each of those time periods were accepted? 

 

6. How many requests in each of those time periods were refused?  Please give 
a breakdown of the reasons for which they were refused.” 

 
I can confirm that Glasgow City Council (“the Council”) is treating your request for this 
information as a request under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. 
 
The Council’s response is detailed below. 
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FLEXISCHOOLING POLICY 
 
 
1.  We do use the term ‘flexischooling’ for arrangements where a child attends school 

part-time and is home educated for the remainder of the week. 

 
2.  We do not hold documentation on flexischooling.  We refer to information provided 

in: 

 

Scottish Government Guidance on Home Education: Section 3.6 - Flexi Schooling: 
 
“Local authorities may occasionally receive a request to withdraw a child part time 
from school, e.g. for the child to attend school only on certain days, or for certain 
subjects.  The feasibility of each request should be considered on its own merit, 
while taking into consideration that under Section 28 of the Education (Scotland) Act 
1980 ‘so far as is compatible with the provision of suitable instruction and training 
and the avoidance of unreasonable public expenditure, pupils are to be educated in 
accordance with the wishes of their parents’.  Ultimately, however, it is a decision for 
each local authority and school as to whether they can support such an 
arrangement.” 

 
3.  We consider each case on its merits. 
 
4.  The person with responsibility for flexischooling arrangements is Caroline Darroch, 

Quality Improvement Officer within Education Services.  Her remit includes Glasgow 
City Council Home Education.  Ms Darroch may be contacted by e-mail at 
‘xxxxxxxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xxx.xx’ or by telephone on 0141 287 4034. 

 
 
FLEXISCHOOLING NUMBERS 
 
 
1.  We have not agreed to any requests for flexischooling. 
 
2.  Not applicable. 
 
3.  Not applicable.   
 
4.  We do not record flexischooling requests separately from home education requests.   
 
5.  As per our response to question 1, no flexischooling requests have been accepted. 
 
6.  Our response to question 4 refers. 
 
Glasgow City Council’s response is supplied to you in terms of the Freedom of 
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Please note that the information provided in response 
to your request is, unless otherwise indicated, copyright © Glasgow City Council 2018.  
Any commercial use or re-use of the information provided requires the prior written 
consent of the Council.   
 
Requests for such consent should be addressed to the Marketing Manager, Glasgow 
City Council, City Chambers, George Square, Glasgow G2 1DU.  Some or all of the 
information may be subject to third party copyright, in which case the permission of the 
third party copyright holder may be required.  No claim is made in respect of third party 
copyright. 
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Right of Review  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the way in which Glasgow City Council has dealt with your 
request, you are entitled to require the Council to review its response.   
 
Please note that for a review to take place you must: 
 
•  Lodge a written request for a review within 40 working days of the date of this letter 

•  Include a correspondence address, a description of the original request, and the 

reason(s) why you are dissatisfied 

•  Address your request to the Director of Governance and Solicitor to the Council: 
 

Director of Governance and Solicitor to the Council 
Glasgow City Council 
City Chambers 
George Square 
Glasgow G2 1DU 

 

Email:  xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xxx.xx 

 
You will receive notice of the results of the review within 20 working days of receipt of 
your request.  The notice will state the decision reached by the reviewing officer as well 
as details of how to appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner if you are still 
dissatisfied with the Council’s response.  You must request an internal review by the 
Council before a complaint can be directed to the Scottish Information Commissioner.   
 
For your information at this stage, if you do remain dissatisfied with the outcome of the 
Council’s review decision, an appeal can be made to the Scottish Information 
Commissioner by contacting her office as follows:  
 

Address: Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS.  
Email:  xxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxxx 
Telephone: 01334 464610 

 
You can also use the Scottish Information Commissioner’s online appeal service to 
make an application for a decision: www.itspublicknowledge.info/appeal  Please note 
that you cannot make an appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner until you 
have first requested an internal review by the Council. 
 
If you wish to submit a complaint to the Council in relation to the manner in which it has 
handled your request for information, you can do so by requesting that the Council 
reviews its response.  Details of how to request a review are set out above in the ‘Right 
of Review’ information. 
 
I trust the foregoing will be of some assistance.   
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

 
MAUREEN McKENNA 
Executive Director of Education Services 
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