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11th October 2021

Our ref: IRN5590509

 

 
 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000

This request is being handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Your request 

1.  the total funding Greenwhich Leisure Limited (GLL) has received for the Flaxman 
Sports Centre

2. details of the profit they have made from this centre (if available)

3. a full response to FOI request ref: IR316611 for the redacted contract between 
Lambeth Borough Council and Greenwhich Leisure Limited

4. details regarding any monies spent by the council on refourbishment works at 
Flaxman Sports Centre

5. as above but for GLL (if available)

6. any membership fees paid to GLL by users of the Flaxman Sports Centre

Our response 
 
I am pleased to provide some of the information you have requested. I have detailed 
below the information. 

1. No funding is received by GLL for Flaxman Sports Centre. A management fee is 
received by GLL but this is commercially sensitive information. 

2. GLL have confirmed that the centre alone is not profitable and operates at a cost.
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5. GLL have confirmed that this is approximately £250k since 2016.

I can confirm that we have reviewed your request but consider that the remainder of the 
information is commercially sensitive and therefore we are unable to provide it. 

We therefore engage Section 43: Commercial Interests to this request. 

Section 43 (Commercial Interests) 

Section 43 of the Act sets out an exemption from the right to know if: 

• the information requested is a trade secret, or  

• release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person. 
(A person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal 
entity.) 

As this exemption is qualified and prejudice-based, we are obliged to outline the harm 
in disclosure and explain why we consider that the public interest in maintaining the 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure. 

Harm in Disclosure 

The requested information relates to information provided by another party for a 
commercial activity. The market environment within which Lambeth Council operates is 
competitive and the disclosure of this information could jeopardise the Council’s and 
other party’s ability to participate competitively in this commercial environment. In 
addition, the company that provided the information are likely to 
choose not to work with us as a result of the publication of information they provided to 
us confidentially for a commercial activity. This is because such disclosure could hinder 
them from operating competitively in the market as it will reveal how they operate. 

Therefore, the disclosure would discourage other companies, individuals etc from 
wanting to work with the Council and likely damage our relationship. Consequently, 
other organisations will take advantage of this lost business.

Public Interest in Disclosure 

We appreciate the benefits in transparency and that disclosure would improve public 
knowledge & debate on this issue. 

Public Interest in maintaining the exemption 
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mean that the Council cannot attract future suppliers as we cannot then achieve the 
best value for money for our residents. 

In accordance with Section 17 FOIA this letter represents a Refusal Notice for this 
request.

Right to review 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the way in which your Freedom of Information request has 
been dealt with you can request an internal review. Tell us why you are unhappy with 
our response within 40 working days, and it will be looked at afresh. We will aim to 
provide you with our review response within 20 working days.

By email: xxx@xxxxxxx.xxx.xx (Please quote the reference number above) or by writing 
to: 

London Borough of Lambeth
Freedom of Information
P.O. Box 734
Winchester
S023 5DG
 
 

If you remain dissatisfied with the outcome of the review you have a further right to 
appeal to the Information Commissioner, who regulates the implementation of the 
Freedom of Information Act. The Commissioner can be contacted at the following 
address:

The Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire SK9 5AF.
Telephone: 0330 123 1113
Website: www.ico.org.uk

 

 
I will now close your request as of this date.
 

Yours faithfully

Complaints and Information Officer 
Corporate Complaints Unit 
London Borough of Lambeth 
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Website: www.lambeth.gov.uk

  




    

  

  
