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Dear Harrison Bott 

Freedom of Information request: FOI2021/00036 

Thank you for your email of 21 January requesting information about information 
submitted to the Scottish Funding Council (SFC). Please accept our apologies for the 
delay to our response to your request. The University’s working practices are currently 
affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The University of Edinburgh is a global university, rooted in Scotland. We are globally 
recognised for our research, development and innovation and we have provided world-
class teaching to our students for more than 430 years. We are the largest university in 
Scotland and in 2019/20 our annual revenue was £1.12 billion, of which £296 million was 
research income. We have over 44,000 students and over 15,000 staff. We are a 
founding member of the UK's Russell Group of leading research universities and a 
member of the League of European Research Universities. 

Information submitted to the Scottish Funding Council  

You asked for all documents submitted to the SFC on 18 January 2021 in response to 
the Call for Information, reference “SFC/CI/01/2021” ‘Updated estimates of non-EU 
international student fee income and student accommodation income for AY 2020-21’, 
outlined on the following web address: 
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/web/FILES/callsforinformation sfcci012021/Updated estimates of
non-EU international student fee income AY 2020-21.pdf  
 
You also asked for all documents previously submitted to the SFC outlined in the Call for 
Information, reference “SFC/CI/01/2021” document under points 2 and 3 of the web 
address listed above. You noted that Universities were asked to provide additional 
information to the SFC due to the Covid-19 pandemic which included updated financial 
forecasts for 2019/20 and 2020/21. 
 
I have therefore interpreted your request to refer to: forecasted financial information 
submitted to the SFC for the next three years including the current forecast. Additional 
updated forecasts due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the University’s 2019/20 annual 
accounts. 
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The University holds the information you have requested, though unfortunately, I cannot 
provide you with it. The Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 does not require us 
to provide this sort of information as it is exempt under section 33(1)(b). Disclosing such 
detailed and sensitive commercial information into the public domain without background 
or context could substantially prejudice the University’s commercial interests and position 
in the sector among our competitors both in the short term and the long term. The 
University operates within a competitive environment and it would be damaging for 
detailed financial information of this sort to be released into the public domain.  

It is also highly likely that the withheld information could be used by other educational 
establishments and commercial entities to more effectively compete or negotiate with the 
University, this would have a significant detrimental effect on the University’s commercial 
interests. Additionally, releasing various scenarios on our funding would cause confusion 
regarding the University’s financial position and could potentially cause unnecessary 
concern amongst the University’s current and future stakeholders, thereby being 
detrimental to the University’s continuing operations. 

The FOISA section 33(1)(b) exemption is subject to the public interest. The University 
recognises the public interest in openness, transparency and the accountability of public 
authorities, particularly in relation to its finances. The University’s Annual Report and 
Accounts are publicly available, however the University operates in a competitive 
environment. There is also considerable public interest in ensuring the continuing 
success of the University in that environment. For this reason, the University has 
concluded that the public interest in withholding the information is greater than the public 
interest in disclosure. 

The 2019/20 Annual Report references our response to the Covid-19 pandemic and also 
the financial outlook for the University. The University’s financial year 2020/21 finished on 
31 July 2021 and we are now in the process of completing the 2020/21 annual report. 
This will be approved by the University Court at its meeting on 29 November 2021 with 
external publication in early 2022. This will include narrative commentaries by the 
Principal, Director of Finance and Senior Lay Member of Court and will reference our 
financial position and outlook in light of the new information that has come to light over 
the course of the last year. 

Technical exemption 

Please note that as the University’s 2019/20 Annual Report and Accounts are available 
to you through the University publication scheme, it is technically exempt from the 
University's obligation to answer requests for information under the Freedom of 
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. The information is exempt under section 25(3) of this 
Act, because it is available to you by another route. This exemption is a technical matter 
only and does not affect your ability to obtain the information. 
 
If you do not have access to the Internet or would prefer to receive information in hard 
copy please let me know and I will arrange for printouts from the appropriate web pages 
to be sent to you. 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/finance/accounts
https://www.ed.ac.uk/finance/accounts
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Right to review 

If you are dissatisfied with this response, you may ask the University to conduct a review 
of this decision by contacting the University's Records Management Section in writing 
(e.g. by letter or email) or in some other recorded form (e.g. audio or video tape). You 
should describe the original request, explain your grounds for dissatisfaction, and include 
an address for correspondence. You have 40 working days from receipt of this letter to 
submit a review request. The contact details for the Records Management Section are at 
the top of this letter. When the review process has been completed, if you are still 
dissatisfied, you may use the Scottish Information Commissioner’s guidance on making 
an appeal to make an appeal to the Commissioner. If you do not have access to the 
Internet, please let me know and I will provide a copy of the relevant web pages. 

Privacy notice for information request applicants 

The University of Edinburgh's request privacy notice, which describes how we use the 
information you have supplied about yourself and your request, is published on the 
University website. 

Yours sincerely  

Carl Emery 
Records Management Section 
 
 
If you require this letter in an alternative format, such as large print or 
a coloured background, please contact the Records Management 
Section on 0131 651 4099 or email recordsmanagement@ed.ac.uk 

http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCommissioner.aspx
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCommissioner.aspx
https://www.ed.ac.uk/records-management/freedom-information/make-a-request/privacy-notice
mailto:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xx.xx
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