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THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE CITY & COUNTY OF CARDIFF

The County Council of the City & County of Cardiffet at City Hall, Cardiff
on Thursday 25 September 2008 to transact the dgasset out in the Council
Summons dated 19 September 2008.

Present: County Councillor Kate Lloyd, Lord Mayaor the Chair);
County Councillor Jaswant Singh, (Deputy Lord Mgyo

County Councillors Ali, Aubrey, Aylwin, Berman, Balen,
Bowen, Bridges, Burfoot, Burley, Burns, Carter, Ginchy,
Clark, Richard Cook, Cowan, Cox, Kirsty Davies, Tim
Davies, Dixon, Foley, Ford, Furlong, Gasson, Goddar
Goodway, Grant, Greening, Griffiths, M Holland, Ha&o,
Howells, Hudson, Hyde, Ireland, Islam, JerrettaBrdones,
Margaret Jones, Jones-Pritchard, Joyce, Kelloway,
Macdonald, McEvoy, McKerlich, Montemaggi, David
Morgan, Derrick Morgan, Elgan Morgan, Linda Morgan,
Page, Jacqueline Parry, Keith Parry, Patel, PeRickard,
Piper, David Rees, Dianne Rees, Robson, RogerslarRdw
James, Smith, Stephens, Wakefield, Walker, Walsh,
Williams and Woodman.

Apologies: Councillors Ralph Cook, Finn, C Hollahénsdown and
Salway.

(At this stage of the proceedings, prayers werereff by the Reverend Dr
Graham Watts)

66 : MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 July 200&vegproved as a correct
record and signed by the Lord Mayor.

67 : CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
(The Chairman reminded Members of their responsthiinder Article 16 of
the Members’ Code of Conduct to declare any integ®l to complete

Personal Interest forms, at the commencement afaheof business.)

(a) Declarations of Interest
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Councillor Brian Jones declared an interest in Blo2 insofar as his son
owns a car showroom in Cardiff. He indicated thatvould be leaving the
meeting during the debate on the motion.

(b) Awards

The Lord Mayor expressed her pleasure at the aoedisuccess of the
Council as shown by the following list of achievertse

Partnership Working Leads to Dog Welfare Improvetsen

Cardiff Council has won the first Wales Local Autiies Innovator Award,
part of the RSPCA’'s Community Animal Welfare Foatps.

Cardiff Council and Cardiff Dogs Home scooped ilie after judges said
they provided a model of good practice for any tityse in tackling the
issue of stray dogs. The Council-operated dogsiehformed a partnership
with a canine charity to provide free neutering468 dogs and a free
microchip for more than 800 in a single year.

Innovative Recruitment Recognised

The Council’s relationship with The University ofagnorgan has been
recognised with the presentation of an award alaiinech of The University
of Glamorgan’s Employer Liaison Project Connectiofite Council has
recently worked in partnership with the Universatythe “New Theatre’s
Recruitment In-Sight Programme” which is a greay ¥oa students to gain
an understanding of the business and employmemrtyppties on offer,
recruitment advertising, work tasters and industpyt to the Universities
curriculum.

Contact Centre Services Achieve Investor in PeSpd¢us

Contact Centre Services (CCS) are extremely ple@msadnounce that they
are now recognised as an Investor in People, Asigdist 21'2008. After a
thorough assessment process, CCS was congratatated commitment and
hard work undertaken to ensure the achievemerntssfigorous National
Standard.

Some of the key strengths highlighted by the Aseess included:
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Strong management team are effective in leadingagiag and development
people. People value the management style of @ssremd honesty.

Developing and maximising people’s potential thioagange of learning
and developing activities. Everyone is offereddpportunities to develop.

Many examples of recognition and value across #rei€&. People are
obviously very proud to be working for CCS.

(c) Jeff Parry

The Lord Mayor informed Members that a certifichéel been awarded to
Jeff Parry prior to the Council meeting to acknadge his 40 years service
with Cardiff Council.

(d) Councillor Craig Williams

The Lord Mayor welcomed Councillor Craig Willians his first meeting of
the Council following his recent election at thexBech By-election.

(e) Lord Mayor’s Charities

The Lord Mayor informed Members of a proposal ttreoQuiz night on 17
October at the County Hall Staff Club to raise fsifiar her charities -The
George Thomas Hospice and The British Heart Foumdaturther details
would be emailed to Members, who would be invieenter teams.

(f) Webcasting and Recording of Proceedings

Members were reminded of a decision of the CoriggituCommittee on
10 July 2008 to pilot webcast the Council meetifipe new system
would be used to film the meeting which would tlenmade available to
Members via a link on Monday to enable Membersi¢anthe webcast.

It was then proposed to launch live webcasts omCibuneetings from
16 October 2008. Anyone wishing to watch Counaktings would be able
to view the meeting as it was happening.

Members were also reminded that the Constitutiom@tee had
previously agreed that Council proceedings be dembfor administrative
purposes.
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Formal approval to record the proceedings was gdant
68 : PUBLIC QUESTIONS
Question Sion Tudur

In the report on the ‘disposal of surplus libratyck’ presented at Cardiff
Council’'s Executive Business Meeting of 11 Jan2f97, the cost of
retaining the ‘extremely valuable’ special colleas in Cardiff City Library
Is given as ‘approximately £2-3 million’. CouldICNigel Howells explain
how that very general estimate was reached andhehseport contains no
assessment whatsoever of the substantial longgeomomic, cultural and
academic benefits which would accrue from the tetarof these renowned
collections in Cardiff?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

The general estimate for the preservation and hgusithe stock was based
on estimates to cover the building of specialistagje facilities to house the
stock in an environment that achieves British Saaad®454. The estimate
also included cleaning, repair and cataloguindhefitems to prevent further
deterioration and to bring them up to a standardresithey could be safely
handled and displayed.

The estimate was compiled as a result of discussidtih expert restorers, as
well as the cost estimates for the new Centraldripand the cost plans for
the new Glamorgan Records Office. The advice gwas that the final figure
could be as much, if not more, than the currenievalf the stock proposed for
sale.

The stock in question has already been in Carditissession for the long-
term and little discernible economic, cultural oademic benefit has been
gained from it. Much has been made of the idekcdk of access’ to the
stock as a reason for the decline in use of theksig anyone, including
academics. In fact, many of these items are liststindard reference
catalogues (for example Wing and Pollard and Redgahort title
catalogues which are well known research toolafademics and
researchers.)

To be absolutely clear:
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* No items in the Welsh language will be sold

* No items whose content is important to Welsh oaldastory and
heritage will be sold

* No items which have gift covenants attached wilkbkel

These criteria have been established and theisafeiewed in consultation
with Cardiff University. As a result of this, 32ms have been withdrawn
from the initial sales list of 141 items at theuegt of the University. This
will allow the University to examine and look intioe possibility of
purchasing the items.

From 1988 to 2006 the stock was housed in the staida of the Central
Library and could be retrieved for anyone on requ&airing that 18-year
period use of this stock declined steadily to thesl of a few requests a year.
There was a period of a few months (Sept 06 — Mamben the stock was
inaccessible as a result of the stacks buildingaminions Way being
unready for staff occupation. However, any requdsting this period could
be fulfilled through the transportation of the regted item to the temporary
Central Library for viewing. No requests were ieed.

Despite their being available for 20 years or mtre,Council is not aware of
any items from the stock to be sold that were besguilarly accessed by
Cardiff University or any other interested partiefore this issue was
escalated.

It should be noted that Cardiff Council does naeree recognition of its
status as capital city in its funding from the Wefsssembly Government.

Releasing this money will represent an economi@hiefor the whole
community, as the income generated from the sadeletted stock will be
fully re-invested into the library service.

| understand that there may be a formal requesertiaat the matters raised
by your question be referred to the Executivemlantent for this to happen
at our scheduled meeting on 2 October 2008

Supplementary QuestioS8ion Tudur

What is the current cost of the upkeep of the bawikalso the proposed cost
of the upkeep of the Welsh books that are intenddxd retained?
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Reply. County Councillor Howells

| don’t have the information to hand but | will @me that it is addressed in
the report that goes to the Executive on 2 October.

It was moved by Councillor Keith Parry, seconded egsolved that under
paragraph 11.11 of the Council Procedure Rulesniagters raised in this
guestion be referred back to the Executive.

The City & County Solicitor read out Standing Orgaragraph 11.11.

Question Roger Yeo

When the Cardiff Model Engineering Society was @i to leave their
previous site at Highfield Road in 1987 to make faydevelopment, what
reason was there for giving them a prime parklatedos Heath Park rather
than a more appropriate brownfield site?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

The site currently occupied by the Cardiff Modepifreering Society was the
former Heath Park Mews which served as a Parks Ozpoprising of mess,
out-buildings and storage facilities. Owing to poondition the buildings
were demolished and it was determined that it wbeldbeneficial to have a
presence within the parkland from a well establishied active local club
with links to the community.

Of course, it should be remembered that theseidasisvere taken by a
previous Council Administration. The former Citpdhcil's Leisure &
Amenities Committee approved in principle on 28 Blober 1983 (para
3029) a relocation to Heath Park. This resolutwas approved by the full
City Council on 21 December 1983.

Planning permission was obtained pursuant to ahcagipn dated 13 January
1984 (para 83/1930).

On 20 and 27 June 1984, the proposed lease otcpyiin space land was
advertised in the South Wales Echo. No objectwoa® received.
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Supplementary QuestioRoger Yeo

Could you please explain why the Council is soribten giving away more
public parkland to the Cardiff Model Engineeringctaty rather than
relocating them to a more suitable brownfield site?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

Any decision regarding the granting of any furttzd to the Cardiff Model
Engineering Society will be the subject of a sefgareport to the Executive
and the Executive will consider that when the tooees and with all the
information in front of it.

Question Elaine Davey

Have you assessed the short term and longer tamagiato Cardiff's
ambitions to be an international city of culturedaonsequently to Wales as
an aspiring internationally important small natiogsulting from the loss of
these books and the bad publicity Cardiff is reiogjwnternationally as a
result of their sale.

Reply. County Councillor Howells
Before | answer this question | would like to reréte for clarification:

* No items in the Welsh language are to be sold

* No items whose content is of Welsh or local inteags to be disposed
of

* No items with gift covenants will be sold

* No manuscripts are to be disposed of (includinggbek of Aneurin)

e The items to be auctioned have seldom been codsulter the last 20
years and are not considered to be ‘popular’ sbhyckardiff library
users

It should be noted that these are not items thaema a valuable or
important collection in their own right; they ane fact, an ad hoc collection
of printed works. They are by no means a comprakercollection in any
sense of the word. They may make a useful stapmgf for someone
wanting to build up a good collection of printedniadout this does not
constitute a collection in its own right.
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The cultural role of a public library service isgmvide a vibrant and relevant
service whose core function is reading — to gepgogt through active
participation in reading. Culture needs to bevahe, participative,
communal, engaging. Cardiff's cultural aspiratiassa city lie in this
direction.

Supplementary Questioklaine Davey

| would like to make the point that if they weret monsidered popular stock
before people had consulted them, were they agtaalare of what was in
the collection. But more importantly, you sayleg £nd of your response that
you would like to provide a vibrant and relevantvgze — surely they would
have made a good learning resource for childrero#imer people who are
setting up websites and exhibitions and variousradiisplays like they have
in other major cities across Britain and Irelamal.Dublin, in Edinburgh, in
Liverpool and in the British Library they have vemportant exhibitions
which bring in lots of people who are interestetieo then academics, and
certainly lots of tourists and it provides a resauthrough a website for
people interested in this area from all over the&ldvol think that’s a fairly
modern interactive way of including everybody imngsthis as a resource for
the City.

Reply. County Councillor Howells

In relation to your first point regarding the cagling of items, as | said in
my answer to the first question, many of these sterare listed in standard
reference catalogues and they were being accessepeople were aware of
what was there, albeit not accessing them veryéetiy.

In respect of making libraries accessible and ngeople aware of what is
in libraries, | look at libraries from a completalifferent outlook. Libraries
are places for communities to learn in and the Yeet/that every single
penny we raise from the sale of the books willdéwested in the Library
Service is something that | welcome and fully supp®his will allow us to
roll out library provision, virtual libraries, intsome of our most deprived
communities that don’t benefit from a library a¢ tmoment. It will allow our
staff the freedom to interact with our customdtswill allow us to be more
flexible with our opening hours — extending the tsatlney are open, looking
at the possibility of opening in the evenings oereextending hours on the
weekend.
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Certainly | welcome the publication of ‘LibrariesrfLife’, which was
launched by the Welsh Assembly Government eaHhisnjear because it
encourages different types of libraries - delivgnnodern facilities, investing
in the skills of the library workforce and abovemltting the citizen at the
heart of the Library Service. An interesting quisten that document: ‘We
need to make sure that libraries remain vibrantratelant to modern life in
Wales’ and that’'s exactly what we as an Executreetiging to do. Some of
the priorities in ‘Libraries for Life’ include wofkrce development,
improvement in ethnic library services and the psbam of new technology.
That's exactly what we are planning to do througipgroceeds of the sale of
these books.

Question Professor Judi Loach

The Council is planning to use the monies raisedhfthis ‘'windfall' income
obtained from sales of capital assets, as repmddrytsales from its library's
rare books collection, to fund developments whiehreot exclusively capital
investments but rather imply considerable ongoewgnue funding (e.g. the
move to RFID will involve ongoing updating of itefsvare, replacement of
machines, etc.). Could Councillor Nigel Howellegde detail how the
Council has planned to sustain the ongoing revemrpenditure entailed, in
the medium and long term?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

In a departure from normal Council policy, whichsasgreed as part of the
Executive process, the income generated from tleeo$aelected stock will
be fully re-invested into the library service. T®jects to be funded will
include technological improvements as well as enguhat all Cardiff’'s
public libraries are able to provide improved, heghality and up-to-date
services for current and future residents.

These improvements will include RFID across alldites by the end of this
financial year. This will introduce self-issue amdurn systems and allow for
a re-focusing of our staff to better serve custonsgds. This, in itself, will
assist in the introduction of more flexible opengthours including the
potential for evening and Sunday opening.

The following 2-3 years will see the rollout of riaal’ library provision
where library services have never previously egliségain extending access
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to services to Cardiff's tax payers. There wilistxsome revenue costs
following the roll-out of these projects. Howevtrese will represent a
considerably lower amount than the staffing requeet that would be
necessary to achieve the same results in ternmpybved access.

Funding for future upgrades and system replacemafiteemain available
for some time. In the meantime, library users dhefit from the improved
services we will be able to offer by freeing stafie from administrative
tasks to directly helping and advising customers.

Libraries for Life, launched in April this year lblye Welsh Assembly
Government encourages different types of librasieds/ering modern
facilities, investment in the skills of the libramorkforce and above all
putting the citizen at the centre of the librarypvaee.

This income will help us to meet these challenges.

Supplementary QuestioRrofessor Judi Loach

Is there any evidence of a detailed long term anatysis based on value as
opposed to price, taking account of revenue castgposed to just capital
costs? | have no evidence here of a properly ddstey term proposal as
opposed to one just based on immediate costingdratetrms of value, it
does not take into account at all the loss in gatkem terms of a cultural and
tourist resource for local inhabitants, helpingteate a sense of civic pride
and provide school facilities in the same way ggoposed, somewhat
ironically, at the same time by the same Counailagor investment to create
a Cardiff Museum.

Reply. County Councillor Howells

Those issues will be addressed in the report thraes before the Executive
on 2 October in line with my response to Sion Tuelanlier on.

(The Lord Mayor thanked all public questionerstloeir contributions).
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PETITIONS

The following petitions were submitted:

1.

Councillor Piper — 29 residents of Ty Glas Roa@nishen, Cardiff
would like the Council to address their concernsuslspeed, safety
when crossing, repair of the road and pavementsadnely Glas Road.

Councillor Piper — 55 residents of Llanisheri calthe Council to
introduce traffic calming measures to Newborouglerye and
Bluehouse Road.

Councillor Bob Smith — 6,634 petitioners in sapgpf Traders of High
Street/St Mary Street who believe that the tra#strictions imposed
throughout High Street and St Mary Street do nothiimprove road
safety or the general appearance of the area pédtiten calls on the
Council to reconsider its plans and return theesti@its former state.

Councillor David Morgan — 200 petitioners callthe Council to extend
double yellow lines, with associated signage, aih kales of the road,
onto Powderham Drive as far as the first roundabadtBessborough
Drive. The petitioners also call for an environt@immprovement
scheme for the junction of Powderham Drive and V/Bgreet to
improve the appearance and safety of the area.

Councillor Cox — 72 signatures and a lettersthy a further 11
residents calling on the Council to seek a contiaoufrom Tesco,
Pengam Green, towards assisting with litter catest and the collection
of abandoned shopping trolleys.

Councillor Cox — 63 signatures expressing cargef disturbances and
anti social behaviour stemming from the Splott Gwwative Club and
calling for action from the Council’s Licensing Deepment

Councillor Richard Cook — 263 Canton residerigess their concern
about cars for sale which are parked on CowbridggdREast by
Victoria Park. These cars present a considerablalgm for people
visiting local businesses, St Luke’s Church andrChiddall where there
are many classes for the disabled requiring torbppeed off and
collected from outside the Church Hall
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8. Councillor McEvoy — 145 residents expressingrtbapport of a change
in licensing hours for the Lansdowne Hotel duringre when many
pubs are closing.

9. Councillor Ford — 40 Fairwater residents caltlo® Council to gate close
the lane at Ash Place and Hazel Place.

10. Councillor Ford — 70 Fairwater residents caltlne Council to gate
closure of Birdies Lane, the iron bridge at WrowghPlace and the lanes
behind the Fairwater Pub, with the right of way®preserved during
daylight hours.

70 : STATUTORY IMPROVEMENT PLAN

The Wales Programme for Improvement (WPI) requinedCouncil to
prepare and publish an annual Improvement Plan suisimg:

* its assessment of performance;
 its position in relation to securing continuous mement.
The Improvement Plan could be used to:

» provide a picture of the Council’s performance aghthe agreed aims,
objectives, targets, future challenges and kesriaking the Council;

e communicate improvement information that is timahd accurate to
Members, officers, citizens, communities, stakeddother Councils,
the Welsh Assembly Government and regulators;

» further develop the performance management cultitten the Council.

This year the Wales Assembly Government had esteddi 3 year
‘Improvement Agreements’ to replace the Policy Aggnents.

The Improvement Agreement had grant funding attanéhe form of an
Improvement Agreement Grant which was worth £3.p2myear to Cardiff
for the 3 years of the Agreement.
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The Draft Improvement Plan included the Draft Impnment Agreement
which was currently the subject of negotiationdwiite Welsh Assembly
Government and was subject to amendment as a.result

The Leader endorsed the Plan and responded to aotsiared questions from
Members.

RESOLVED - That

(1) the Statutory Improvement Plan be 2007/08 be ajmoldor
publication;

(2) the Improvement Agreement be endorsed, subjectytoranor
amendments made by the City and County Solicitocpnsultation
with the Leader of the Council following receipttbk Wales Audit
Office opinion;

(3) in the case of major amendments, Council receialiea report on
the content of the Improvement Agreement.

71 : INTEREST ON SECTION 106 PLANNING CONTRIBUTN AND
EXECUTIVE RESPONSE TO THE REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Council in April 2007 had passed a motion callingd report on interest on
financial contributions made pursuant to Plannifiy@tions contained in
Section 106 Agreements and unilateral undertakimgsspect of the Town &
Country Planning Act 1990. This report was to hgjtt the current legal and
financial position relating to the accrual of ir@st on Section 106
contributions and to provide the background for @oiuo determine future
policy with respect to such interest.

In addition the Economic Scrutiny Committee hadiedrout a short scrutiny
into the same topic and the Wales Audit Office At undertaken a wider
study into the operation and management of Sedfd@hagreements in
Cardiff.

The report demonstrated the involvement of serareas in actually spending
S106 balances and highlighted the particular respdities of planning,
finance and legal.
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It was pointed out that if the Council policy okiag interest accrued on
Section 106 agreements corporately was changatljttbeuld have a
detrimental effect on Council resources.

The Executive on 18 September 2008 had agree@spemse to the
Economic Scrutiny report and had noted the recondisigons from the
Wales Audit Office.

RESOLVED - That

(1) the current practice of including interest accrunmgSection 106
agreements in its general cash balances be codtinue

(2) the Planning Committee shall consistently applyGlo@ncil’s policy
as determined pursuant to recommendation 3(a) whaiing with
future section 106 financial contributions.

72 : CARDIFF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PLAN

The Children and Young People’s Plan was one ofdhestatutory strategic
plans required to be produced in each local autharea in Wales and had
been the subject of a 12 week consultation peridte Plan represented the
agreed vision of partnership organisations in serdelivery to children and
young people until 2011. Submission of the Plath&oWelsh Assembly
Government would comply with the legislative reganents of the Children
Act.

The Plan had been considered by the Children & {jdeeople Scrutiny
Committee.

The Lord Mayor invited debate on the report andBkecutive Member
responded to comments from Members.

RESOLVED - That the Cardiff Children and Young Pet&pPlan 2008-
2011as set out in Appendix A to the report be aypguidor submission to the
Welsh Assembly Government
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73 : ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2007/2008

(Councillors Hyde, Kelloway and Patel declared theterests in the
addendum to the report relating to the South Wales Authority, the
Councillors being Council representatives on thatB&Wales Fire Authority)

The Council’s Statement of Accounts for the finahgiear 2007/08 was
presented and approved at Council on 26 June 2BOBowing the
production of the accounts the Wales Audit Offieel mndertaken a full audit
of the accounts and had submitted a report to Gbunc

The report highlighted that there were

* no significant concerns about the qualitative atgpefthe accounting
practices and financial reporting. However, imgnoent was required
in some key areas of the working papers provideadalit

* no uncorrected misstatements identified duringatingit

* no material weaknesses in internal control idesdifi

* no other matters which need to be reported asnedjby other
auditing standards

* no other audit matters of governance interestgorte

During the audit, four material misstatements weeatified in the Council’s
accounts and a number of other corrections werdifobsl.

The Executive Member submitted an addendum togpert. The Wales
Audit Office had confirmed that fire authorities\iviales were not permitted
to retain balances and reserves. The removalobflsalances and reserves
had implications for each of the constituent autles.

Any money paid by constituent authorities in exag@ste requirement to
meet the net expenditure of the fire authoritie8tdvlarch 2008 must be
refunded.

As a constituent of the South Wales Fire Authattiy Council estimated that
it needed to recognise a payment due from theAitbority of £1.939m in
its 2007/08 Accounts.

The Executive Member commented that until such timéhe Council was
officially notified by the South Wales Fire Authtyriof its intentions in
respect of this issue, this surplus would be helain earmarked reserve.



County Council of the City & County of Cardiff
25 September 2008
155.

RESOLVED - That

(1) the report of the Wales Audit Office on thet&ment of Accounts for the
year ending 31 March 2008 be noted,;

(2) it be noted that the Leader of the Council tredCouncil’s Section 151
Officer will formally sign the Letters of Represatbn at the conclusion of
the meeting;

(3) the information provided in the addendum toryeort be noted.
74 : FUNDAMENTAL OPERATIONAL REVIEW

During the consideration of the Budget for 2007®8jew was expressed
that a far reaching ‘root and branch’ review of @éméire Council’s operations
and running costs should be undertaken. This akestforward as a
Fundamental Operational Review (FOR) when the Cbestablished an in-
house project team and appointed PricewaterhougeCs(®wC) to provide
independent specialist advice

The FOR had been one of the most comprehensivegdtiaring exercises
that that the Council had undertaken. The Revieamened four models of
public sector working proposed by PwC, which wenepdified in a public
consultation Green Paper — Partnerships for Chage.Green Paper was
widely circulated to seek views of all stakeholdarthe city, including
elected Members, staff, Trade Unions and LocaliBerBoard Partners,
businesses and members of the public.

The four models of public sector working were assdsn terms of their
revenue impact, together with cash flow and theaichpn Full Time
Equivalent comparisons.

Two thirds of respondents had indicated the coation of the ‘status quo’
as their preferred model of service provision. shwas the ‘direct service
model’ outlined in the Green Paper, which includedsices mainly delivered
by the Council with some partnerships and someysersent. Two fifths
would like to see a greater use of partnershipsaaieath chose the
procurement service delivery option.
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The report was introduced by Councillor Stephengchtive Member,
Finance and Service Delivery. He welcomed contioims from all Members
on the Green Paper and offered a series of worlkstoogurther discussions
on the models prior to the Executive consideringetion plan later in the
year. There followed a wide ranging debate ongbees of FOR with
Members expressing their initial comments on tleppsed models and the
manner in which the Council should deliver serviethe public. All
Members welcomed the opportunity to have furthecusions

RESOLVED - That

(1) the Fundamental Operational Review high lees&for Change and the
results of the Green Paper consultation be noted,;

(2) the Executive be asked to consider the viewsoqainions expressed by
Council following a series of workshops when foratidg and agreeing an
action plan to the report.

(There followed a 30 minute break and Council weasanvened at 7.25pm)

75 : COMPLAINT OF MALADMINISTRATION AGAINST CARDFF
COUNTY COUNCIL

The Public Services Ombudsman had investigatearnpleant made by Mr
and Mrs B who had complained that the Council lzéléd to move them
from their tenancy either permanently or by acegpthem as homeless as a
result of their neighbours’ conduct and threats enagiainst them.

Alternatively Mr and Mrs B had complained that theuncil had failed to
move their neighbours who had caused the antildoefaviour they had
complained about.

The Ombudsman’s report was submitted with recomagons to be
adopted.

RESOLVED - That the recommendations containederQmbudsman’s
report be accepted and the sum specified in thatrep paid to Mr and Mrs
B.
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76 : THE CONSTITUTION

The Constitution Committee on 8 September had vedean updating report
concerning the ongoing review of the Constitution.

The Committee had approved, subject to Councip@sed amendments to
the Constitution. The Committee had also authdriee Monitoring Officer
to amend the Constitution to reflect other propcsae@ndments, which fell
within its terms of reference.

The Committee had considered a track changed daodusatech had
highlighted proposed changes to the Constitutiateuthe following
categories:

» updating to reflect legislative changes

 drafting improvements to enhance clarity and renmougr anomalies

» correcting inconsistencies, inaccuracies and oonssi

» updating to reflect the Council’s current practices

The following amendments required the approval afiril:

1. Article 10 — Joint Arrangements
add para 10.1.C

“The Executive may appoint Executive members toiatLCommittee.
The Executive may also appoint non-Executive memtierepresent
the Executive, and in doing so the non-Executivenbyex shall report
to the Executive not the Council. Such membersl mee¢ reflect the
political composition of the local authority as aole”.

2. Council Procedure Rules
(@) Delete CPR 9 and replace with:-

“If an item of business has not been concludediwithe period
of time recommended by the Council’'s Business Cdtamithe
Lord Mayor may ask the meeting to indicate theneagent by
a majority vote of those present to extend theogeof time to
debate on the item”.
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(b) CPR 10.10.1
Delete ‘Tuesday’ and replace with ‘Thursday’.
(c) CPR15
Delete the provision relating to the State of Gadkbate.
(d) CPR19
Delete and replace with:-
“All Councillors present during the whole or pafta meeting
must accurately record their attendance on thedemio

attendance provided for the purpose”.

RESOLVED - That the amendments to the Constitigetrout above be
approved

77 : APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL OF LEA SCHOOL GOVERDRS

(Councillor Walsh declared an interest in this itenrelation to the
nomination of school governors)

The Council was recommended to approve the appeimttof LEA School
Governors as listed in the appendix to the repod, as shown on the
Amendment Sheet.
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RESOLVED - That the following appointment of Sch@wvernors and

Parent Governors be approved,;
School Ward

Allensbank Primary Gabalfa
Bishop Childs C/W Trowbridge
Primary

Cathays High Gabalfa
Hywel Dda Primary Ely
Llanishen Fach Primary  Rhiwbina
Mary Immaculate High  Caerau

Michaelstone College Ely
Moorland Primary Splott

Roath Park Primary Plasnewydd
Roath Park Primary Plasnewydd
Rumney High Rumney
Rumney High Rumney

St David’'s C.W Primary  Pentwyn
St Paul's C.W Primary Grangetown
The Hollies Special Pentwyn
Tongwynlais Primary Whitchurch
Tongwynlais Primary Whitchurch
Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Fairwater
Plasmawr

Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Fairwater
Plasmawr

Ysgol Y Berllan Deg Pentwyn
Ysgol Y Wern Llanishen

Future Vacancies

School Ward
Coed Glas Primary Llanishen
Coed Glas Primary Llanishen
Llysfaen Primary Lisvane

Ysgol Gymraeg Melin ~ Whitchurch
Gruffydd

Start of Applications

Vacancy
31/01/08 Miss C Price

8/05/08 Mr R Leyshon

18/06/08  ClIr E Clark
01/09/08 Mr S Arnold
21/09/08 Rev P Dnmn
17/05/08 Mrs D Rose
01/09/08 Ms C Asante
21/09/08  Mr A Cooper
24/09/08 ClIr R Berma
21/09/08  Clir M Stzpsh
21/09/08 Mr D Bevan
26/06/08 Mrs M Ireland
19/09/08  Clir P Chay
21/09/08 Mrs CiPav
03/05/08  CllIr Woodman
21/09/08  Clir B Gitifis
21/09/08 Ms K Haggar
10/06/08  Dr A Midah

17/06/08 Mr H Herbert

21/09/08 Cllr R Berman
14/06/08 Mrs A Dods

Start of Applications

Vacancy
19/10/08 Mr R Minshall

19/10/08  Mr M Bryan
28/09/08 Mrs S A Machon
19/10/08 Clir T Davies
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Parent Governors to Temporary Governing Bodies elsWStarter Classes

School Ward Start of Applications
Vacancy
Holy Family RC Primary Fairwater Ceri Boulton
Holy Family RC Primary Fairwater Sylvia Davies
Holy Family RC Primary Fairwater Keith Gallimore
Ninian Park Primary Grangetown Dr Kathryn Walters
Ninian Park Primary Grangetown Ashok Ahir
Ninian Park Primary Grangetown Megan Jenkins-
Patmore

78 : PENTYRCH BY-ELECTION

Council noted that Councillor Craig Williams hacebeelected at the
Pentyrch By-election on 31 July 2008.

79 : COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP
Council noted the following changes to Committeeniership:

Councillor Craig Williams appointed to the Commuyraind Adult Services
Scrutiny Committee in place of Councillor Jon Burns

Councillor Richard Foley filling the vacancy on thlanning Committee.

Councillor Derrick Morgan appointed to the Licergsand Public Protection
Committees following the resignation of Council@iarissa Holland from
those Committees.

80 : NOMINATIONS OF MEMBERS TO SERVE ON OUTSIDEI®DIES

Members considered nominations to SAFLE, formenigwn as CBAT The
Arts and Regeneration Agency following the resigmabf Councillor
McEvoy from this organisation and to the Cardifif@aunity Health
Council.

RESOLVED - That

(1) Councillor Islam be appointed to fill the vacanecy ®AFLE for the
duration of this Administration;
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(2) Mrs Alex Evans be confirmed as one of the Counaisiinations on
the Cardiff Community Health Council to 31 Marchl®0

81 : NOTICES OF MOTION
MOTION 1

It was moved by Councillor Linda Morgan and secahldg Councillor Jane
Rogers as follows:

This Council expresses its deep concern at thenxréaidure of
Children’s Services to deliver 18 out of 20 keygts.

This Council pledges to take all necessary acttamprove the
performance of Children’s Services and notes oterdenation not to
fail our most vulnerable young people.

Therefore Council calls on the Executive to prepzaré bring forward
a report to Council at our next meeting that:

1) Identifies the causes of the failure tbvee on key targets.
2) Outlines a performance improvement plath wiear objectives
and deadlines.

It was moved by Councillor Jayne Cowan and secobgéddouncillor Brian
Jones that the motion be amended as follows:

The deletion of all after "This Council expressasd the substitution of the
following:

This Council expresses its grave concern at thentefailure of the
Liberal Democrat and Plaid Cymru Executive to eaghat Children’s
Services are achieving targets set by the CouNational Assembly
and other external bodies.

This Council notes from the most recent ChildrerBgrvices
Performance Management Information Report that :
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The percentage of core assessments carried outnwsh
working days has persisted in not reaching thestarg

The percentage of initial assessments where tlsesvidence
that the child has either been seen by the so@dtev, or has been
seen alone by the social worker remains below tasgih
improvement expected by the end of Quarter 3.

Some children are still not allocated to a quadifsecial worker.

The average time taken to complete initial assestribat took
longer than 7 working days to complete has surpbdise Care
Standards Inspectorate Wales’ (CSIW) thresholdatern.

The average time taken to complete those requir@e c
assessments that took longer than 35 days hasssetpéhe CSIW
threshold of concern. The latest data shows itos taking over
140 days.

This Council acknowledges that the examples abovaaet a
comprehensive list of the problems we are facing Bscal Authority,
but show a snapshot of the problems facing soer@ices staff.

In light of the above, this Council calls on the u@oil's Liberal

Democrat and Plaid Cymru Executive to produce antejp the next
Council Meeting responding to the devastating Chiid Services
Performance Management Information Report whichtwesiore the
Children and Young People Scrutiny Committee ont&aper 2°and

outlining a plan of action .

The mover of the original motion (Councillor Lintléorgan) accepted the
above amendment proposed by Councillor Jayne Cawdrseconded by
Councillor Brian Jones.

It was moved by Councillor Dixon and seconded bwui@@ilor Berman that
the motion be amended as follows:

The deletion of all after “This Council” and thebstitution of the following:

This Council recognises the Performance Reportirgngements put
in place by the administration, and values the apayin which
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information is provided on an ongoing basis as gu@dtice in
allowing early identification of issues in neednednagement attention.

This Council recognises that its scrutiny servias heen
acknowledged as amongst the best in the UK, arekadhat the
processes currently in place are the most apptepnathod by which
to monitor and scrutinise the Council's performance

This Council notes the scrutiny of Children's Sesgi Performance
Management Information by the Children and YoungdRes Scrutiny
Committee on 2nd September 2008, and the Perforridaport:
Performance for Quarter 1 2008/09 (April - Juneg¢spnted to and
agreed by the Executive on 18th September 2008aicamg the
comments of the Scrutiny Committee.

This Council realises that it is the job of oppiesitgroups to provide
honest challenge to the policies and record oathministration, but
regrets the opportunistic use of a scrutiny refoorparty political
advantage, particularly when such use occurs béferscrutiny
committee itself has had the opportunity to questie relevant
members and officers and discuss the report igselfagree its way
forward.

This Council notes the request for additional infation from the
Scrutiny Committee on issues which it considersliregnanagement
attention, and agrees that this information shoelgrovided, as is
currently the practice, in order for it to conditstongoing scrutiny of
the service.

In reaffirming its determination to achieve theth@sssible outcomes
for vulnerable young people, this Council recogsideat such action
will assist in identifying 1) areas where perforroamgainst indicators
may currently not be projected to reach targethieyend of the current
financial year, 2) the underlying causes behind@arjormance that is
currently not on target and 3) the actions whiah loa taken to help
secure relevant performance improvements.

Following a request for a recorded vote, votinglmamendment moved by
Councillor Dixon was as follows:
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For

Councillors Aylwin, Aubrey, Berman, Bowden, Bowdrjdges,

Burfoot, Burley, Carter, Chaundy, Clark, Richardo&€oCox, Kirsty Davies,
Dixon, Ford, Gasson, Grant, Greening,

Hooper, Howells, Jerrett, M Jones, Kelloway, McEvoy

Montemaggi, David Morgan, Elgan Morgan, Keith PaRatel, Pickard,

David Rees, Rowland-James, Stephens, Wakefield\soowtman.

Total 36

Against

Councillors Burns, Cowan, Foley, Griffiths, Hudstmeland, Islam, Brian
Jones, Jones-

Pritchard, Macdonald, McKerlich, Morgan, Page, BgapPiper, Dianne Rees,
Robson, Rogers, Smith, Walker and Walker.

Total 21
Abstentions

Councillors Furlong, Goodway, Lloyd, Joyce, Derrikrgan, J Parry, and
Walsh

Total 7

The amendment moved by Councillor Dixon was caraiethe substantive
motion and approved as follows:

This Council recognises the Performance Reportimgregements put in
place by the administration, and values the opew mwavhich information is
provided on an ongoing basis as good practice liovahg early
identification of issues in need of managemennade.

This Council recognises that its scrutiny servias been acknowledged as
amongst the best in the UK, and agrees that theqaes currently in place
are the most appropriate method by which to moratait scrutinise the
Council's performance.
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This Council notes the scrutiny of Children's SeesiPerformance
Management Information by the Children and YoungpRes Scrutiny
Committee on 2nd September 2008, and the Perforrdaport:
Performance for Quarter 1 2008/09 (April - Junejgsented to and agreed
by the Executive on 18th September 2008, contathemgomments of the
Scrutiny Committee.

This Council realises that it is the job of oppmsitgroups to provide honest
challenge to the policies and record of the adntiatgon, but regrets the
opportunistic use of a scrutiny report for partylipoal advantage,

particularly when such use occurs before the soyutiommittee itself has
had the opportunity to question the relevant mesbhed officers and discuss
the report itself and agree its way forward.

This Council notes the request for additional imhation from the Scrutiny
Committee on issues which it considers require manmeent attention, and
agrees that this information should be providedisasurrently the practice,
in order for it to conduct its ongoing scrutinytbe service.

In reaffirming its determination to achieve the togsssible outcomes for
vulnerable young people, this Council recognisas sluich action will assist
in identifying 1) areas where performance againslicators may currently
not be projected to reach target by the end otctimeent financial year, 2) the
underlying causes behind any performance thatiigeatly not on target and
3) the actions which can be taken to help secusvamt performance
improvements.

MOTION 2

(Councillor Brian Jones declared an interest insthmotion in that a member
of his family owns a car showroom in Cardiff anfl tee meeting during its
debate)

It was moved by Councillor Richard Cook and secdnaeCouncillor
Ramesh Patel as follows:

The problem of cars for sale on the public highwencking parking
spaces is prevalent all over the city. Areas adi@abclude, Cowbridge
Road East and Lansdowne Road in Canton, Newpod Rodaumney,
Corporation Road in Grangetown, and Whitchurch Comm
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These cars block access to shops, affecting tralbeal shopping
centres such as Canton, and prevent residentsigarkise to their
homes.

This Council does not wish to stop private residdéram legitimately
advertising their cars for sale, but it does wargtop businesses selling
cars on the Council’s roads.

Therefore Council calls upon the Executive to iigede whether a
bye-law, or other method, can be introduced to gmelarge numbers
of cars being advertised for sale on main roadkercity, blocking
access to shops and to residents’ homes.

It was moved by Councillor Adrian Robson and seeahioy Councillor
Jayne Cowan that the motion be amended as follows:

In paragraph 1 and 4 substitute the word ‘carsttierword ‘vehicles’.

In paragraph 1 substitute the words ‘and Whitchi@ommon’ for the words
‘Whitchurch Common and Thornhill Road in Rhiwbina’

In paragraph 2 substitute the word ‘cars’ for trerde ‘vehicles can'.

In paragraph 2 delete the words ‘such as Cantonachdl an additional
sentence — ‘This can also cause distress for ganagers who sell vehicles
in showrooms adjacent to public highways where aegssold.’

In paragraph 4 substitute the words ‘and to resgdaomes’ for the words
‘residents’ homes and causing distress for garagess who sell vehicles in
showrooms adjacent to public highways and parknegsawhere vehicles are
sold.’

The amended motion would read as follows:

The problem of vehicles for sale on the public gl blocking
parking spaces is prevalent all over the city. Araffected include,
Cowbridge Road East and Lansdowne Road in Cantewphirt Road
in Rumney, Corporation Road in Grangetown, Whitchu€Common
and Thornhill Road in Rhiwbina.
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These vehicles can block access to shops, affectade in local
shopping centres and prevent residents parkinge dlegheir homes.
This can also cause distress for garage owners selwvehicles in
showrooms adjacent to public highways where carsald.

This Council does not wish to stop private residdndtm legitimately
advertising their cars for sale, but it does wargtop businesses selling
cars on the Council’s roads.

Therefore Council calls upon the Executive to itigete whether a
bye-law, or other method, can be introduced to gmelarge numbers
of vehicles being advertised for sale on main roadke city, blocking
access to shops, residents’ homes and causingessistor garage
owners who sell vehicles in showrooms adjacent ublip highways
and parking areas where vehicles are sold.

The mover of the original motion (Councillor RicHaCook) accepted the
above amendment as moved by Councillor Adrian Rebso

Councillor Delme Bowen withdrew his amendment & thotion and
accepted the amended motion subject to a cavedticdr advice which he
referred to.

The amended motion was accepted as the substambtven and was carried
as follows:

The problem of vehicles for sale on the public Wigy blocking parking
spaces is prevalent all over the city. Areas affédchclude, Cowbridge Road
East and Lansdowne Road in Canton, Newport Ro&lmney, Corporation
Road in Grangetown, Whitchurch Common and Thorftokd in Rhiwbina.

These vehicles can block access to shops, affeicadg in local shopping
centres and prevent residents parking close tor themes. This can also
cause distress for garage owners who sell vehiolehowrooms adjacent to
public highways where cars are sold.

This Council does not wish to stop private residefrom legitimately
advertising their cars for sale, but it does wamstop businesses selling cars
on the Council’s roads.
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Therefore Council calls upon the Executive to itigate whether a bye-law,
or other method, can be introduced to prevent langenbers of vehicles
being advertised for sale on main roads in the, dtgcking access to shops,
residents’ homes and causing distress for garageeosvwho sell vehicles in
showrooms adjacent to public highways and parkingaa where vehicles
are sold.

82 : CORPORATE STATEMENT
(County Councillor Berman)

Leckwith Development

Excellent progress has been made with the Fodtadlium, now
approximately 75% complete and on schedule to bgt=ied next Spring.
Members of the Economic Scrutiny Committee visttesl site on 4
September and | attended a “topping out” ceremany 8eptember. The
ground sharing arrangements between Cardiff CityaR@€the Cardiff Blues
have been finalised.

The Athletics Stadium has been handed over anceigual works regarding
the track and inner field are nearing completicaev{hg been delayed by bad
weather).

Design and operational specifications have beesealfor the Park & Ride
facility and the tenders for the House of Sportadepment received. Work is
ongoing on the Glamorgan Records Office developraedtcompletion is
anticipated in Spring 2009. There are further dis@ns to be had on funding
and other arrangements for the proposed Visione2&ldpment.

On the retail development, the Costco store is @mehthe Asda store opens
next month. The Highways developments are subathntiomplete.

Plans for the redevelopment of Ninian Park for ablcousing are well
advanced and a planning application is anticipabextly. South Wales
Police report, through the Safer Cardiff Partngrstiiat the community
developments linked to the scheme are having afisigmt beneficial impact
on anti-social behaviour in the Cowbridge Road Bash (the Tesco
store/Albert Street Car Park).

Officers are also meeting the local members shawtBddress any other
Issues.
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International Sports Village

Both the Cardiff International Pool and Temporarg Rink continue to trade
above their Business Plan.

The revised planning application for Bayscape aechisommercial use
development on the site of the existing Cambriamihesite has now been
submitted.

The new Olympic-standard slalom canoe course anidwiater rafting
centre construction has started on site in Septefobeompletion in early
2010.

SD2

Work continues to programme for both the main miyed development and
the new Central Library

Forthcoming Executive Business

| wish to remind Members that the next scheduleeddiive Business
Meeting will be held at 2.00pm on 2 October 20@8at¢cordance with the
usual arrangements, | wish to advise Members #padrts on the matters set
out below will be coming forward for consideratioy the Executive in the
near future. The consideration of each item ofreess will be subject to the
Council’s established business arrangements aredabting constraints. In
accordance with legal requirements, the paperExXecutive Business
Meetings will be circulated at least three clearsdarior to each meeting and
posted on the website prior to the meeting takiagep

The following items are currently scheduled to loasidered on 2 October
2008.

Corporate: Councillor Rodney Berman
. Complaints Report for Period 2007/08
Communities, Housing & Social Justice: Councillodiih Woodman

. Development of a Singles Assessment Centre for Hesn&ervices
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Education & Lifelong Learning: Councillor Freda @waly
. School Organisation Planning: Proposals For WelgdiNm Primary
Schools, English-Medium Schools In Caerau Ward Btasure Of
Cefn Onn Primary School — Catchment Area Arrangésen

Environment: Councillor Margaret Jones

. Graffiti Policy for Cardiff Council
. Progressing the Local Development Plan

Finance & Service Delivery: Councillor Mark Stepken
. Council Land at :

a) Former Castlefields Centre, Rumney;

b) Willowbrook Road/Brython Drive, St Mellons

c) Hawthorn Junior School, Llandaff North
Health, Social Care & Wellbeing: Councillor Johrxdm
. Supporting People Operational Plan 2008

Sport, Leisure & Culture: Councillor Nigel Howells

. Amendment to Operating Time of Western Leisure @ent
. Pont-Y-Werin

83 : CORPORATE QUESTIONS
Question County Councilloalker
Is the Leader aware of the widespread outrage ddwshis decision to sell
the city’s unique collection of rare books? W# feconsider his decision

and come forward with proposals to retain and digfihese unique ‘Cardiff
treasures’?
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Reply. County Councillor Berman

| am aware that some concerns have been voicetamt weeks in response
to matters that relate back to the collective degithat was made by the
Executive back in January 2007.

However, | would point out that intended sale Hessgotential to generate
significant receipts that will be re-invested i flurther improvement and
modernisation of the city’s library service, whiefll, in turn, benefit the
people of Cardiff as a whole.

The books in question, which have been in Cardgfssession for some
time, are perhaps best referred to as rarely aedds®soks (though not as a
result of a lack of access through our library =)\ To date, these items
have generated limited interest from, or benefitslbcal people.

To an extent therefore, this debate, is about vandtie concerns of one
group of people outweigh the benefits which couldrae to the wider
population of the city.

There are clearly legitimate viewpoints on botlesidf the debate. However,
| am not currently convinced that the benefitshaf proposed substantial
investment in our public library service shoulddiemissed.

The Executive, however, remains open to exploret wpportunities might be
available to retain items in Cardiff or Wales inywdhat would not jeopardise
this intended investment. To that end, the Cousdiivolved in ongoing
discussions with the Welsh Assembly GovernmentGadliff University in
relation to the future sale of these items.

As you may be aware, an agreement has been rebetveelen the Council
and Cardiff University to withdraw certain itemshih have been identified
by the University, from the initial auction. Thisliprovide the University
with an opportunity to acquire these books outsitiie agreed auction
process.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Walker

Do you now regret agreeing to sell the City’s “Crodewels” and
what other funding options have you explored talflibrary improvements?
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Reply. County Councillor Berman

| would refer you to the fifth paragraph of my reepe to your original
qguestion where | say | am not currently convindesllienefits of the
proposed substantial investment in our public serghould be dismissed. So
the corollary from that is that | am saying | ant convinced that we
shouldn’t be proceeding with the sale. We are almsly looking for ways in
which we can work with other organisations suckhasUniversity, maybe
with some input from the Welsh Assembly Governmangee if there are
ways in which we could still get funding in, buethooks be retained. But
that is not taking away from the fact that | ththke benefits of getting in the
income from the sale, which can greatly enhancdilotary services to the
wider public, are worth pursuing.

Question County Councillor Ralph Cook

Do you agree that in the interests of opennesdrandparency that reports to
Executive Business Meetings should include allsiigeificant material facts
and issues pertaining to any specific decision Etvee Members are required
to take?

Reply. County Councillor Berman

Yes, and this Administration has consistently stagéed indeed proven, its
commitment to openness and transparency in deemaking. Furthermore,
| believe our record on such matters bears favéei@mparison with any
administration — and particularly so in comparisoithis Council’s previous
Labour administration.

Question County Councillor Robson

When the Leader took his well deserved holiday shimmer which of the
Deputy Leaders was the acting Leader in his ab&ence

Reply. County Councillor Berman

Neither.
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Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Robson

Can | ask the Leader that if for any reason yowevugrable to answer this
question tonight would it be Councillor McEvoy oco@hcillor Woodman
who would respond on your behalf?

Reply. County Councillor Berman
| would consider such an eventuality when it occurs
Question County Councillor Dianne Rees

Liberal Democrats often campaign along side Coram®s to retain post
offices, which are at the heart of our communiéied vital for the most
vulnerable. The Local Government Association shags “If Post Offices are
being considered for closure, then local counciisinook at alternative ways
of keeping services available”.

What action did you take to try to keep servicealable in the recent spate
of closures and will you follow the example of Cenative Essex County
Council and 150 other local authorities keen ttofelits lead ,in re-opening
closed branches in Cardiff, such as Old St Melldast Office, as a
“community service” providing a computer terminalth free access to the
Council’s website, provided from a community prageloudget and do you
agree that this is what effective local governnsuld be about?

Reply. County Councillor Berman

| am not sure if it is so much the case that LibBemocrats are now
campaigning alongside Conservatives on this issubkat, in more recent
years, Conservatives have decided to join LibeexhBcrats and also Plaid
Cymru in campaigning on this issue. The Consereativere indeed much
less active and, as the evidence would show, signifly less effective in
campaigning to retain local post offices during pleeiod between 1979 and
1997 whilst in Government at Westminster. Duringt ttme the
Conservatives in fact oversaw the closure of ard®)6A0 post office
branches across the UK.

As | outlined in my response to a similar quesfirmm Councillor Robson
back in March of this year, | have previously dssed this matter with the
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Chief Executive and — like many other local auttiesiacross the UK — the
Council has been monitoring the situation in Essdere a post office in
Epping was recently re-opened with the financigipgut of the County
Council.

Unfortunately, this kind of initiative did not enggr in time to save those post
offices in Cardiff that were closed most recentyHost Office Ltd. as part of
the Network Change Programme. Furthermore, suchitzative requires a
significant financial investment by local authagiand, as the new
Conservative Chairman of the Local Government Assion has pointed out,
it will not be possible for every local authority go down this route and those
who do will not be able to save every post office.

We also have to be cautious in giving the impres#at local authorities can
easily pick up and fund services that the UK Goment walks away from.

In that context, | would remind you that this Coilirecalready working with
South Wales Police to keep the 101 single non-eamesgnumber going in
Cardiff after the UK Labour Government withdrew falhding for the service
earlier this calendar year. Given the tough finahoonstraints under which
we the Council operates, there is a limit to thieetxto which we can take
such action.

The Executive has, however, made a political commenitt to taking forward
the development of ‘one-stop shop’ advice centrdsaal communities
around the city, as outlined our Capital Vision wiment. This will assist in
providing better public access to Council serviaes will be linked to the
expansion of the ‘Connect to Cardiff’ (C2C) conteentre.

We will also explore the establishment of partngshvith local post offices
and other community-based organisations in orddet@lop new
mechanisms for allowing people to access the leeadices they value and
need within their local communities.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Dianne Rees

| am pleased that you are monitoring and learniomfthe excellent action of
Conservative Essex County Council but you havamsineered my question.
What action did you take to try to keep serviceslable in the recent spate
of closures in Cardiff? Can you outline what actibis Council took when
the closures were announced?
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Reply. County Councillor Berman

Obviously your memory is not quite what it was heszal would have
thought it is quite apparent to all Members whdioacwe took — because we
certainly involved all Members in the actions. Weited representatives of
the Post Office to come to the Council to hearcitnecerns of Councillors.
All Members who wished to were invited to attendtthin fact, | seem to
recall that you were one of those Members who dédrthat meeting and
raised your concerns. So it does strike me aflabit odd that you are trying
to say you have no knowledge of any action thattaksn when, actually,
you participated in some of the action that wagsmak

We put in a very strong response to the consuitatioich was agreed
through the Executive as well. But ultimately taet of the matter is that the
consultation, as many people felt, was pretty nraisham because a decision
had already been taken that so many Post Officg$ahgo. Therefore, we
were quite clearly told that in fighting to try save some Post Offices, the
likelihood was that other Post Office branches wqusét have to shut instead.
So we worked as hard as we could within the optibaswere available to

us.

But really you are trying to seek to blame us wttenblame really should go
to the UK Government who have created the situatioereby Post Offices
are in such dire financial straits because they lmen completely deprived
of income.

But as you can see from my original answer to yuaestion, it's not just
something that has come about under the preseput&onvernment because
under the previous Conservative Government 3,5@0 @ffices closed. So
when we hear thatne Conservative-led Council has sawetepost office |
think we have to take that as something that rquge hollow when it is

taken against 3,500 Post Offices the Conservapvesided over closing.

Question County Councillor Jackie Parry

As a strong supporter of the Welsh Language | aem ke ensure that, as the
Council of the Capital City, we are seen to effegii promote the use of the
language. Is the Council’s policy on the use efldinguage supposed to be
compatible with the other Council policies or dties language take priority

over all other considerations?
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Reply. County Councillor Berman

The Council has a statutory Welsh Language Sch&®&-2009, which
states that the Counchas adopted the principle that in the conduct abjic
business and administration of justice in Walewiilittreat the Welsh and
English languages on the basis of equality”

The Scheme sets out exactly how the Council wilkggffect to that principle
when providing services to the public in Cardiffgcluding a section on
policies and initiatives, in order to ensure ttet ¥YWelsh language is
mainstreamed into all the Council’s key policies.

The updating and introduction of policies and wuitves enables the
Authority to promote and facilitate the use of Weisits services and to
progress towards achieving the objectives of thlsehe. Wherever this
opportunity occurs it is pursued and every oppatiutaken to move closer
towards implementing the principle of equality,haitthe resources allocated
to this by Council.

For example, the promotion of the Welsh languagmesof the key issues
that form the foundations of the Proud Capital Camity Strategy 2007-
2017, along with sustainability, health and weltmgiequality of opportunity,
social inclusion and citizen engagement.

All of the above provide the foundation on whicle thardiff agenda is based
and all are considered to be as important as ghedn.oTherefore, the
language does not take priority over all other @werations, but is an integral
part of all other key issues that form the founataiof Cardiff's Community
Strategy.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Jackie Parry

| note the reply where it says “the Council hasped the principle that in
the conduct of public business and administratigasiice in Wales, it will
treat the Welsh and English languages on the basiguality”. Actually that
isn’t the reason for the question. The questiafiyeelates to environmental
iIssues relating to using less and not more of pspeny question is can you
explain why the English and Welsh versions of thatations to the Cardiff
in Bloom celebration next week needed to be onrs¢péetterheads when
they could be in contravention of the Council' dastisEnvironmental Policies
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and accepted standards when both versions coutleen quite easily
printed back-to-back on a single piece of notepaper

Reply. County Councillor Berman

Thank you for drawing attention to the severe wa$tesources that seems
to have resulted from the printing of English andI$t versions of an
invitation on separate bits of paper when they@disve been, as you say, on
either side of one piece of paper. It is gredrnow that it's not just
Councillor Cowan that is very concerned with thgssat wastes of resources,
and | will endeavour to ensure that such an evéhtulbes not occur again.

84 : TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION QUESTIONS
Question County Councillor Dianne Rees

Which databases are used to access informatiort abocessionary travel
passes and what controls are in place to ensuse ttetabases are accurate
and up to date?

Reply. County Councillor Bowen

The framework for the database now used for cormeasy bus passes was
developed by the Welsh Assembly Government. Thdi€aatabase was
based on the records of those who had previougllyesfor bus passes, but
was checked as far as possible against Councitd@tds and the Electoral
Roll. This has not been fully successful in idiymig those who should
receive new passes, and | am aware of some prolagmsesult.

Whilst pass-holders are asked to keep the Courfoiired of changes of
address, and relatives do sometimes return patdes@ased relatives, this
has not proved to be reliable. To help keep in&drom up to date, records of
deaths held by the Registration Service are bewegled and the database is
being updated as a result.

For the future, accuracy of records will be imprdbgy the fact that the
passes will operate as smartcards, so there wififoemation available on
passes in current use. However | have asked fftoeconsider alternative
approaches to identifying current users, for anyriipass issue.
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Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Dianne Rees

| am relieved to find that records of deaths fobgdhe Registration Service
have been checked and updated but how do you axpkifact that my
parents, who died 6 years ago and 3%z years ageatesgly, each received
two separate concessionary bus passes with entiifedyent photographs
issued at the same time and how many other peo@aidiff have had the
same experience?

Reply. County Councillor Bowen
| will have the question investigated.
Question County Councillor Bridges

When was the last time a street in Gabalfa war@ftted from a Highway
Renewal Scheme?

Reply. County Councillor Bowen

Extensive work to improve facilities for pedestsaand cyclists at Gabalfa
interchange was completed recently. This has dedwsome road surfacing.
Prior to that, Maelog Place benefited from footwagonstruction and
carriageway resurfacing in 2004/05.

The resources available for highway renewal arédui and the specific
highways to be renewed are determined by condstimweys, rather than an
allocation per ward. This targets resources tareethe greatest value from
its investment and ensures that the roads in ggiea¢ed of renewal are
addressed first.

Question County Councillor Robson

What action does the Council currently take intretato people who are
caught illegally using blue disabled badges?
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Reply. County Councillor Bowen

Following any allegation of Blue Badge misuse,adfs write to the badge
holder to remind them that misuse is an offencethatithey may be liable to
a fine.

They are also advised that if there are furtheiamses of misuse the badge
will be withdrawn. If subsequent misuse is reprtbe badge is cancelled
and its return is requested.

As a result of concerns about abuse of Blue Badg#sers will be meeting
with the Police to consider what action the Potieey be able to take to assist
with misuse of Blue Badges and also the poterg@dll action that could be
taken.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Robson

Councillor Bowen you may be aware that Birminghaity Council has taken
a tough stance on this issue, particularly if tadde holder is not in the
vehicle. Apparently fines could be up to £1,00Dexbed through private
prosecutions by the Council. Has Cardiff considehes possibility?

Reply. County Councillor Bowen

Not to my knowledge as yet but thank you for yaad. We will ask
Officers to look at what is happening in Birminghand report back.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Gasson

Are you aware Councillor Bowen that the expiry datene side of the blue
badge, which is issued by the Local Authority amel photograph of the blue
badge holder is on the other side. It would bésbétthe photograph was
displayed because people could see if there imbuage of the system. | see
it everyday with people using other people’s bladdes - relatives and so
forth and parking in disabled bays - whether itrbshopping malls or
whatever. But if the photograph was displayeditindincided with the
driver it wouldn’t be an offence. If the holdertbk blue badge is in the car
when it is being driven by somebody else it wouldi® an offence but the
trouble is that people use other people’s blue bsadgegally?
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Reply. County Councillor Bowen

Thank you for your advice. Yes we will do what @an to investigate
improvements.

Question County Councillor Kelloway

Can the Executive Member confirm that this Couhas a policy to use
parking orders to protect access to commercial {gesrand another policy
notto use parking orders to protect access to resadgmemises?

Reply. County Councillor Bowen

The Council does not have a policy to use parknoigis to protect access to
commercial premises.

There is a policy not to provide waiting restrictsoto protect private
accesses. This is because obstruction of privatesaes is an offence which
can be dealt with by the police under existingdigion. This policy applies
to all private accesses whether they are resideatimmmercial or any other
category.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Kelloway

Thank you for your reply but will you help to brisgme clarity to the
situation because the Council does have a policyonot use Parking
Orders to protect access to commercial premises amaay quote from a
letter courtesy of Councillor Cox from Splott “Faing approaches from the
management agent of the Cardiff Bay Business Ray&rding the obstruction
of goods vehicles requiring access to the BusiRask by parked vehicles, a
Traffic Regulation Order, in the form of double lpg¥ lines indicating no
waiting at any time, was introduced along Titan &Rtaoughout its length”.
So quite patently there is no policy which forbide use of Traffic Orders to
protect commercial premises but there is a potisgéms to forbid the use of
Parking Orders to protect private premises. Sd @&l you, as the Executive
Member, to undertake the necessary measures tevagbarity of treatment
between private and commercial individuals and misggions when
considering the use of Parking Orders to protecesg?
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Reply. County Councillor Bowen

The responses seem to have been ambivalent hergviiithelp you, yes, and
offer you a meeting with myself and Officers to s@eether this ambivalence
can be sorted out.

Question County Councillor Robson

When replacing pavements, does the Council prefas¢ paving slabs or
tarmac?

Reply. County Councillor Bowen

Pavements are maintained and reconstructed in ialatappropriate to their
location and their use. Different surfaces arelwspending on whether the
location is in the city centre, district shoppirentres, conservation areas or
residential areas.

Repairs will generally replace like with like, hutsome areas there is
extensive and repeated damage to paving slabsatays/ehicles driving on
pavements. Inthese areas, existing concreteahdhg will be replaced with
flexible “tarmac” surfacing where appropriate asdanding permits. This
has benefits in terms both of safety and ongoinmpi@aance costs.

Question County Councillor Burley

The recent flooding of eight houses in Heol Yr Odind nine houses in
Woodlands Park Drive were both caused by culversflowing. Was the
budget for inspection, cleaning and the diggingu¥erts cut in the last
budget?

Reply. County Councillor Bowen

There have been no cuts in budget that relatestonthidence of flooding at
this location. It has become apparent, particylgiien recent high levels of
rainfall, that drainage systems in this area aresotly inadequate. Officers
from the Parks Service have investigated the mattdrare preparing
proposals to rectify the situation. Liaison wittcapiers / owners of the
affected properties is ongoing.
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Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Burley

Can | ask you to investigate why your departmeatt sire telling my
residents that there is no money left in the butlyeig out existing culverts
and that they should contact their Councillorgnél when they find them,
because | have been told they can'’t find them ag9walso if all the budget
has been spent in this financial year what is yiyrartment going to do to
stop those houses flooding again this winter and & Council from a lot
of litigation costs?

Reply. County Councillor Bowen

| am not sure that | do have a department butlipmil you in touch with the
Service Area that we do have and attend to thetiguethat you ask.

Question County Councillor Gasson

May | congratulate the work of the Road Safety D&pant, enabling me to
take an Advanced Motorist Assessment. Furthemnaore importantly —
may | congratulate the Road Safety Unit in secufi#h§1,000 for the
Caerau/Ely “Safer Routes to School Project” forfihs year funding of a
three year project following the work of Jacob’sisoltants.

1) Can | be reassured that the department willicoatto bid for years 2
& 3 of the project?

2) | understand other schools in Llandaff and Fatewhave benefited
from these projects. Will you list the Ward schantl amount already
received from the Welsh Assembly for this essemilk?

Reply. County Councillor Bowen

| will pass on your congratulations to those inealy

Yes, the Council will bid to the Welsh Assembly @avment for years 2 and
3 of the project. Bids have recently been invitedykear 2.

The schools that directly benefited from the eadiardiff West project were:

Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Plasmawr — Fairwater
The Bishop of Llandaff High School — Llandaff
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Cantonian High School — Fairwater
The Cathedral School — Llandaff
Howell's School — Llandaff

The whole approach was to consider journeys tdfiema all these schools,
and many schemes will have benefited more tharsoneol. All schemes
were intended to provide benefits for pedestriants@yclists within the
community, to encourage walking and cycling anahriprove safety.

The total settlement received from the Welsh Asdgi@lovernment in
respect of the Cardiff West bid was £865,000 olkerthree financial years,
2004/05 to 2006/07.

Question County Councillor Kelloway

Can the Executive Member confirm that this Couhes a blanket policy not
to progress requests for ‘Access Only' orders?

Reply. County Councillor Bowen

Yes, South Wales Police has confirmed that thelyneti enforce new
“Access Only” orders. As you are aware, a letated 8' August 2008 from
Chief Inspector Davies, the Officer responsiblerttads policing states that:
“l can assure you that our long standing policynot supporting this type of
order is still our formal response to any propos@smplement ‘Except for
Access’ or ‘Access Only’ traffic regulation ordexsd | would ask you that
you treat this as a formal response from South ¥/Rldice on this issue”.
Without enforcement, Access Only orders are inéffec

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Kelloway

| note with interest your reply and | would referuyto the answer given to me
on 26 June by the representative of the South WRdése Authority in this
Chamber which states that it is not the policy ofith Wales Police to either
support or not support access only road traffiemsd The Police support is
based on evidential fact and historical data arondavidual location road
safety, for example the amount of road trafficisais in that area; the
amount of potential disruption to the local comntynénd the potential harm
being caused to the public. This must be evidiypsapported.
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The response would seem to be at odds with theadvat you have had and
| am wondering if in having a blanket policy ingiuthority not to support
access only traffic orders that this Authority onge instances may not be
paying due regard to harm being caused to thepabla result?

Reply. County Councillor Bowen

Well obviously you will see the response that Idvdad from the Police and
you have had a different response at differentgimesimply note that this
response, which | have put before you, is to bandsg as their final
response. | don't know whether your response wandl or not but we will
ask the Police whether they wish to revise the &statement they have
given. At the moment the situation you have palrdat does appear to be
ambivalent so this needs sorting out. | will as& Officers to approach the
Police yet again and advise you accordingly.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Piper

We have had a long-standing problem with an acoelysstreet in my ward
that never seems to be dealt with. So Councilw&n, given your
statement here about access only orders beingate# what action will you
be taking to rectify the situation on a numberazds throughout the City
where the breaching of access only is causing derable problems?

Reply. County Councillor Bowen

| will be happy to answer that question when | haad the definitive
statement from the Police.

85 : COMMUNITIES HOUSING AND SOCIAL JUSTICE QUESDNS
Question County Councillor Smith

Some time ago in open Council | asked a questiontabe failings of the
housing department in dealing with emergency resimgudue to harassment,
overcrowding and neighbour problems. | highlightieel failings of responses
by our officers. What, if any, re-training hasealplace, and can we be
assured that these failings do not lead to thisnCibbeing embarrassed in the
media again, with the ombudsman forcing an apotodiie parties
concerned?
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Reply. County Councillor Woodman

| think you are referring to the problems highligthtoy the Ombudsman in a
recent judgement, which is the subject of a statemetoday’s Council.

The issues raised have been addressed and thegriceddhe interpretation
of legislation and the guidance received by ther€dun March 2006. Since
that time, new procedures have been developededenant officers are
working with the recently appointed housing soficito ensure compliance
with the legislation. Officers have recently methnwhe Ombudsman to
discuss this issue and are providing him with evogeof the change of policy
and procedure.

Housing officers receive briefings and more extemsiaining in all aspects
of legislation and guidance and this is an areawthe Council is seeking to
address through structural changes and trainingavements.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Smith

| have a problem in my ward with a constituent wiag sent me a letter and it
has some disturbing sections to it. | did mentida you on Monday as |
wanted to give it to Sarah McGill. Nobody else head this letter, not
Members of my Group, nor Members of my ward. |jast wondering if you
can tell me who | can give this letter to becauder!’t want it to go through
the normal channels because | don'’t think it'steetehat anyone else should
be reading because there are Officers’ names nmamatim it and there are
certain favours of the Council mentioned in ittidks all the boxes — child at
risk — there’s no overcrowding but it's a terrilaleea for a child to be brought
up in and | am just wondering if | can pass thieleto somebody here today
to remain in confidence, perhaps Kate Berry, saiit go to Sarah McGill to
sort out from there?

Reply. County Councillor Woodman

Thank you Councillor Smith. Sarah McGill was adifuaick on Monday but
she is now back at work. Today you can hand idte Berry, our Chief
Legal Officer. You are welcome to hand it to menadl in confidence. Itis
entirely up to you or you can take it to Sarah Mc@urself tomorrow. You
have three options, | hope that is helpful.
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Question County Councillor Dianne Rees

Why has your service area taken more than 6 maatrespond to a petition
signed by over 900 residents requesting the Coadoipt a marriage policy?

Reply. County Councillor Woodman

At the outset, | should just like to remind youtthas an elected Member — |
have responsibility for an Executive portfolio,lrat than for any Council
service area.

As | indicated to you in response to your previqusstion back in March —
and in subsequent correspondence on this issumdberecent letter being
dated 7 August — officers have been consideringntipdications of this
policy proposal.

Their initial equality impact assessment has rassadmber of concerns
about the consequences of adopting such a pdidyile the proposal does
not have any adverse impact in respect of agebititgaor language, it may
have an adverse impact on grounds of gender,sakdoelief, sexual
orientation and some aspects of fundamental hurgatsr

Officers have indicated to me that this policy ndégcriminate against a
significant proportion of local people. Conseqlerihey are undertaking
consultation with a range of stakeholders to eliwir views. Clearly, that
takes time and | make no apology for that; the €dumust consider
carefully all aspects of the proposal and avoidingak hasty decision.

| give you my assurance that Senior Officers ardioaing to examine this
proposal and | will provide more information to youdue course.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Bridges

Councillor Woodman do you agree that any such palould respect
absolutely the sexual orientation of anyone see&intarriage or civil
partnership in Cardiff and that Members and Oficgnould be proud to
support that equality of provision?
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Reply. County Councillor Woodman

Thank you Councillor Bridges. Yes | do agree ehgiand | would point out
that marriage cannot happen between same sex sptptea civil
partnership.

Question County Councillor Smith

With the setting up of the new loan shark squad,pessible to assess how
serious this problem is, and what multi agency peration has been
undertaken?

Reply. County Councillor Woodman

| am pleased to have the opportunity to resporttisoquestion because it is
truly a good news story. The All-Wales lllegal MgnLending Unit, which
you refer to, was set up towards the end of 200i&. grant funded by the
Department for Business Enterprise and Regulatefgrit (BERR) and
Cardiff Trading Standards operate the Unit on ebfahe other Welsh
Councils. It represents an excellent exampleiokp up local government.

The key aims and objectives include:

« To increase awareness of the problem of illegalifemand reduce the
instances of illegal money lending.

« To create a climate where victims can come forwendfident that a
prosecution will be undertaken, and convictionsaotad without fear
of reprisals.

- To refer victims to local debt advisors, sourceglefial affordable
credit or other sources of support, and to redoedéd referrals.

« To develop an understanding of the victims needarmedium to
long term and the interventions required for aansd move away
from illegal lending.

To give you an indication of the size of the probj¢he team currently has a
case load of 25-30 investigations following refe&xfaom partner
organisations and via the dedicated hotline.
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Nine individuals have been arrested. Four have bbarged with offences
of illegal money lending, unlicensed pawn brokiagsault and blackmail.
The remaining five are also likely to face simitdwarges.

Additionally, the team provides support and assao victims and other
partner organisations that help the vulnerableeyTihave made contact with
several hundred partner organisations around Walesse awareness of the
Unit and to encourage people to come forward.

Direct support has been provided for a number ctfms, such support is
tailored to the situation. In one instance, tt@rtdias managed to assist an
individual deal with over £40,000 worth of debt aodwrite off’ an
additional £10,000 of illegal debt.

As regards multi agency working, the above faatsadirattributable to multi
agency working across Wales. However, in additionyst also mention:

« The placement of a serving police officer with that by South Wales
Police, which illustrates their commitment to theitU They
understand how loan sharks link to the wider craharctivity that
takes place within local communities.

« Conwy Council has made offices available to thentéar any
operations in North Wales.

« The Steering Committee includes representatives the Welsh
Assembly Government, Central Government and a rahtpasv
enforcement and advice agencies, all of whom waehgage in this
initiative that cuts across so many policy areas.

There is real buzz around this project. Cardifeading the way and, even at
this early stage, the team is making a real diffeeewithin local

communities. If Councillors want to learn more abine work of the Unit, |
will ask the officers to make a presentation attare meeting.

Question County Councillor Dianne Rees

Liberal Democrats often campaign along side Corames to retain post
offices, which are at the heart of our communiéied vital for the most
vulnerable. The Local Government Association shgs “If Post Offices are
being considered for closure, then local counciistiiook at alternative ways
of keeping services available”.
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What action did you take to try to keep serviceslable in the recent spate
of closures and will you follow the example of Cenative Essex County
Council and 150 other local authorities keen ttofelits lead ,in re-opening
closed branches in Cardiff, such as Old St MelPaost Office, as a
“community service” providing a computer terminalth free access to the
Council’s website, provided from a community pragsioudget and do you
agree that this is what effective local governnsuld be about?

Reply. County Councillor Woodman

| refer you to the answer provided by the Leadeesponse to this same
guestion.

86 : ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT QUESTIONS
Question County Councillor Islam

What changes took place in April 2008 with regarddcant industrial
properties and business rates and what is thet eff¢iais on businesses in
Cardiff

Reply. County Councillor McEvoy

New legislation effective from 1 April 2008 has haetroduced whereby
owners of industrial properties that have been niafta more than six
months are now liable to an empty rate charge 6%d0Previously, these
properties were exempt.

Similarly, owners of vacant commercial and retadgerties are liable to a
100% charge after being empty for a period of timeaths. Prior to 1 April
2008, these classes of property were previougdhydito a 50% charge. For
long term empty properties, these void periods wett®spective and ran
from 1st October 2007 and 1st January 2008 resgdgti

There are some classes of property that are exeomptthis empty rate
charge — i.e. listed buildings; properties thatehavateable value of less than
£2,200, and properties that are prohibited fronupation by law.
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Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Islam

Councillor McEvoy do you think that this result stethat the current
London Government is attacking small businesses¥ ol are aware a lot of
Council owned shops and public owned shops aretlyrempty throughout
Cardiff.

Reply. County Councillor McEvoy

| do indeed agree. | think in Cardiff we are staytto see the results of such
stealth taxes. They are a disincentive to invedtldail to understand why
central Government is punishing small businessg@sst don’t understand
because in Wales, in Cardiff, small and mediumdstngsinesses are so
important. But | will flag up as well that in thast budget the Government
increased corporation tax on small and medium dizssthesses whilst
cutting corporation tax for the big corporationsiethy | think speaks
volumes.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Patel

Would you agree that the Labour/Plaid coalitiothat Assembly has helped
over 37,000 businesses across Wales under the Busatiess Rate Relief
Scheme — 50% of businesses with rateable valug,008 or less; 25% relief
for businesses with rateable value between £200E5/900; 100% relief for
post offices with a rateable value of £9,000; aB&5Selief for post offices
with a rateable value of £9,001 up to £12,000.

If you have got a problem with this issue | thirduyneed to go to the
Assembly because you have got a coalition withayendthere and it's those
people who have passed these issues so | do thEmointless you coming
here and criticising them because it's your Govexninthat needs to address
it at the Assembly?

Reply. County Councillor McEvoy

| think Councillor Patel has missed the point neallam talking about the
Westminster Government because it does affectnies hem really delighted
at the measures you have outlined. | am reallggald to see a Welsh
Government implementing Plaid Cymru policies.
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Question County Councillor K Parry
Can credit unions play a positive role in termgodnomic development?
Reply. County Councillor McEvoy

Credit unions can assist in strengthening and deusj the local economy
by retaining wealth within local communities thrduine encouragement of
regular savings and by providing access to low, coste affordable loans.
This source of funding can be used in a micro tiEpacity for those
interested in developing ideas for business stmtamd self employment.

Credit unions are able to work in partnership veitiberprise agencies, and in
Wales with the Business Eye support network, t@erage such
entrepreneurship. They are also able to encoweines involvement in the
operation of a small business; developing essestngloyment skills from
basic literacy through to more advanced IT skitld,aas such, assisting in
taking forward community economic development.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Keith Parry

| thank Councillor McEvoy for the answer to the gtien. Would you agree
with me that Plaid Cymru has been a very progregsarty in this field? |
have been a member of the Plaid Cymru Credit Ufdoat least the last

25 years and | think it would be a good thing ifmiers of other Parties were
also members of the Credit Union, whether it beGbencil one or other
Credit Unions therefore providing funds to help po®rer members of the
community and help development in various parthefcity and the rest of
the country. Could Councillor McEvoy say what euncil is doing to
further the aims of Credit Unions with the City @aul?

Reply. County Councillor McEvoy

Cardiff has done the big developments over thesyeary well. | think what
Councillor Parry was explaining to the Council Waat Plaid Cymru has had
a Credit Union for decades. They really do waifkyou are on the right of
the political spectrum then it’s all about selfiaekce through Credit Unions.
If, perhaps, you are on the left then it's all abonllective action. Credit
Unions really do work. We made sure we includetheaCapital Vision
document a commitment to Credit Unions becauséhm& they influence
economic development at a micro level. We havewntét Cardiff Credit
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Union and are working with Officers. We will allake resources to Cardiff
Credit Union to take it forward. | think there an@rrently 3,000 members of
Cardiff Credit Union but in Leeds | believe there 22,000 members. We
need to try to achieve that size.

There was a presentation earlier by Cardiff Credion but only two
Members turned up. What | would like is to encgeravery member here to
publicise credit unions, to promote them and mattket. Let's make
Cardiff Credit Union grow. Everyone sat in thisabiber can do that and |
ask you all to endeavour to do so.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Gasson

| would just like to let Councillor McEvoy and Caotitior Parry know that |
was Chair of the first Credit Union in Cardiff inyand | would like to thank
the Labour Council at the time when they had Ecandevelopment
Committees because they actually gave us a stataun.

Rely. County Councillor McEvoy

Well said Councillor Gasson.

87 : EDUCATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING QUESTIONS
Question County Councillor Dianne Rees

What provision is made by this Council for the @ouiing education of
children who spend long periods of their lives aspital or at home because
of long term iliness and are you satisfied with gjuality of provision?
Reply. County Councillor Berman

Tuition is provided on a daily basis each mornittha University Hospital
Wales/Children’s Hospital for Wales. The tutors gualified teachers and
have much experience and expertise in this area.

On discharge from hospital, children who are unébleturn promptly to
school are tutored in their own home or local comityu For those children
of secondary school age, with long term emotioralih problems, a group

provision which meets for four mornings each wee&vailable. Otherwise,
children are taught individually.
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The Council is currently arranging an increasénalevel of individual
support within the community and seeking to proyaiet teaching to
minimise any aspects of social isolation. Althouglk,do appreciate that
access can be limited in certain instances by tipd’p ability to respond,
given their particular health difficulties.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Dianne Rees

Is continuing education provided for 16 to 19 yelals who are long term
sick and are these young people provided with gpodunity to take their
public examinations in hospital or at home?

Reply. County Councillor Berman

| would imagine that it is, but | don’t know thegaise answer to your
qguestion and | will ask Officers to relay that infation to you as soon as
possible.

Question County Councillor Derrick Morgan

Can the Executive Member be satisfied that all seaey information has
been contained in the Report of the Corporate Diresith regard to Schools
Organisation Planning following consultation on &als Proposals in East
Cardiff?

The second paragraph of Section 12 refers to a 880&d petition but no
reference is made to 2800 letters objecting tgtbposal or 1100 of the
Council’'s Consultation Document/Questionnaires Whearte returned, also
objecting to the proposals. There is no mentitmeeiof Local Member
objection. Does the Executive Member considerghtssfactory?

Reply. County Councillor Berman

In the first instance | would like to point out thihe proposals in the report
were drawn up with cross party support throughSbtlkools Sub- Committee.
Whilst the July Executive Business Meeting Repogginot mention
specifically the number of identical response foand letters which were
received, it does stress the main points which wased at the meetings and
in writing.
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The report makes clear for Members that a sigmficamber of residents
have genuine concerns about the proposal in igsnadiform.

The Executive was therefore able to give due reggatide views which have
been made known in the consultation process arekddhat officers
continue working on option appraisal and feasiphiarticularly in relation to
community, educational and financial criteria adlwtanrumney and
Rumney High Schools.

It was also agreed that officers report back tokkecutive in Autumn 2008
recommending the way forward.

Question County Councillor Robson

Will the Executive Member comment on what is bailoge to promote the
2008 National Year of Reading?

Reply. County Councillor Berman

A number of events and activities have been unklentand arranged to
coincide with the National Year of Reading. Schawése encouraged in
March to participate in World Book day which invebk/teachers in activities
that bring the characters in books to life and imes interviews with teachers
about their favourite books.

The service has been active in the “Read A MilN@ards Together”
programme which follows on from the original “ReadMillion Words”
initiative funded by WAG. This successor initiativas provided £1,000 per
secondary school to spend on books. The servicalsasubmitted bids to
the Basic Skills Agency to purchase book boxes Wwh&ve been provided
for primary schools in Community First areas.

The Council has worked with primary schools in Ezalan High school
cluster with the aim of turning reluctant readeryear 6 into enthusiastic
readers in year 7. This has involved the developmaed provision of
“Curiosity Kits” that contain reading material padiarly aimed at
encouraging boys to read.

The Children’s Poet Laureate — Michael Rosen -askimg with children in a
Cardiff primary school — in this case Springwoodfary- over an eight-
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week period to develop a love of reading. This weriktended to be filmed
as part of a series on BBC4.

The Library Service is working to full capacity ahds entered bids for some
of the competitive funding that was available ag pathe year. However, all
events and activities have been badged under thendhYear of Reading
banner as requested by national coordinators ansdivice is also
cooperating with regional and national events wkienpossible.

Author events, delivered in partnership with Acagilempublishers, so far
include; Alastair Reynolds in Fairwater Library;aNiVyn in Canton Library;
Peter Read at Whitchurch Library; Tessa Hadleymtigpennau Library;
Edward Marston at Whitchurch Library; Jo Verity@Grtangetown
Library; Barbara Erskine at Llanrumney Library; Katine John (a.k.a.
Catrin Collier) at Rumney Library and Owen ShearSanton Library

The annual summer reading scheme was also prortwsathools under the
National Year of Reading banner. This year app2¢803 children started the
“Team Read” scheme and, perhaps more significahfi74 finished it. This
Is a completion rate of over 50% and is a majorowpment on the average
completion rate of approx. 30% over the last 4 yedihis improvement
signifies more visits and issues from librarieg an improvement in the
development and maintenance of the reading halmhgst children during
the summer holiday period, when this type of atgtieften declines. As well
as promotional work in schools, joint working witital leisure centres
resulted in improved uptake of the scheme in Griovge and Fairwater, and
particularly Ely with over 180 children completitiye challenge there
(compared to approx. 100 starters in previous years

The Council’s libraries are also experiencing ammease in attendances at
reading/book groups. There are approx. 15 grouptetdy Libraries across
the county, with many more using the services derdf.e. loan of multiple
copies of the same title). The service is aimmdavelop an information
leaflet for such groups, indicating the level oppgart Libraries are able to
provide and lists of suggested titles, for disttid in the autumn.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Robson

Can | ask the Executive Member if he thinks thathiad publicity proposed
by the sale of rare historic books by the Coundildamage the popularity of
reading schemes, such as this in Cardiff?
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Reply. County Councillor Berman

On the contrary | think that the extra investméiatt tve can provide for our
Library Service can actually enhance reading is @ity, and actually
enhance opportunities for the children of this City

Question County Councillor Robson

What is the current situation in relation to thegmsed closure of Cefn Onn
Primary School?

Reply. County Councillor Berman

In October 2007 following recommendations by thedads Sub Committee,
the Council’s Executive agreed to consult on a nemalh proposals, including
the closure of Cefn Onn Primary School.

During November and December 2Q8blic consultation took place.
Responses were invited through letters, newslettersultation response
forms, public meetings, a website, exhibitions drap in sessions.

At the Executive Meeting on 14 July a recommendaetiioproceed with the
publication of the appropriate statutory noticeligcontinue Cefn Onn
Primary School was agreed.

This recommendation required consultation on thehoaent arrangements
for pupils living within the Cefn Onn Primary Sche@atchment area to be
completed.

The results of this consultation will be reportediie Executive on 2 October
2008.

The Executive will be recommended to approve tlop@sed catchment
boundaries provisionally, subject to the statufmgcedures resulting in the
proposals being approved in due course.
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88 : HEALTH, SOCIAL CARE AND WELLBEING STATEMENT
(County Councillor Dixon)

Scrutiny Matters

Since the last ordinary Council meeting on 18 dluéyfollowing issues within
the Health, Social Care and Wellbeing portfoliceanave been before
scrutiny:

. Single Children’s Plan — Children and Young Pe&xeutiny
Committee (2 September 2008)

. Performance Management Information 2007/08 - Céailcand Young
People Scrutiny Committee (2 September 2008)

. Performance Management Information 2007/08 — Coniiynand
Adult Services Scrutiny Committee (11 Septembe8200

. Supporting People Operational Plan — Community/ahalt Services
Scrutiny Committee (11 September 2008)

Executive Business Matters

The following Executive proposal relating to thetfmio was discussed at
the Executive Business Meeting on 18 September 2008

. Cardiff Children & Young People’s Plan 18 Septembd@08

Meetings and Visits

| have met with, visited or attended the followmgernal events:

. Charles Willie and Paul Warren, Cardiff & Vale Gtiah of Disabled
People (23 July 2008)

. Neath-Port Talbot Council, with Martin Hamilton, descuss the
development of their scrutiny arrangements (5 Aug088)

. Local Safeguarding Children Board development e(@Atigust
2008)

. Parents of children attending Lilliput Nursery (Ragust 2008)

. Wrexham County Council — Peer Assessor with the Wi&view
team for their application for Charter status famiper development
(2-3 September 2008)
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. WLGA Programme Board on Social Service Performavioaitoring
(8 September 2008)

. Councillors Clarissa and Martin Holland about Maod Road Day
Centre (11 September 2008)

. Dr Dwarak Sastry about the Cardiff East LocalityaieProject, at
University Hospital of Wales (22 September 2008)

. And found time to appear with Cllr Gareth Aubreyla@wilym Owen
on the BBC4 quiz show “Only Connect” which will @n Monday 29
September 2008.

89 : HEALTH, SOCIAL CARE AND WELLBEING QUESTIONS
Question County Councillor Gasson

Do you think it appropriate for a Member (suchlaslteader of a very small
group) to criticise the Council in the South Wateho, before hearing at
Committee the reason for the poor PI's?

Further, without the knowledge and experience lefiekground in scrutiny,
which gives them more realistic interpretationtad PI's results, do you think
this public criticism will:

a) Damage existing staff morale?
b) Lead to even more recruitment difficulties?
c) Lead to less openness and transparency?

Reply. County Councillor Dixon

The Council has robust processes in place thatepatper scrutiny of the
Council’'s performance to take place. The scrutimgcpss in Cardiff has been
acknowledged as amongst the best in the UK anddhutiny of Children’s
Services’ performance, in particular, is well-efidied. Airing concerns
about performance in the media, without discusaiuh clarification of the
Issues, risks misunderstanding of the meaning antégt of performance
information, and bringing the Council, and its §tafto disrepute. That
would be true no matter what size of group a leaakey lead.

There is little doubt that the recent critical anginformed reporting in the
South Wales Echo has impacted on staff morale s€éhace has been
engaged in a process of continuous improvementavtbmmitment to open
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and honest reporting of difficulties, as well asaohievements that the tone of
some recent media coverage failed to acknowledge.

Children’s Services has recently recruited a nunolb@ew social workers
who are committed to contributing to continuing nayement.

Misleading interpretations of performance, evamiintended are unlikely to
inspire confidence or encourage future recruitmkem.likely that the finger
will be firmly pointed at those who use social seeg as a way of generating
a sensational headline for political gain if a disesabout difficulty in
recruitment and retention in Cardiff is raisedutufe.

We are one of the few, possibly the only, CouncWales to give such
regular, in-year, updates on performance. We dekmtarily so that
everyone has access to the same information ttat-Ithis then forms the
basis for both my and Scrutiny’s questions to managbout issues of
concern, any explanations for the figures, andadtat’'s proposed.

We provide the information so that there can ba@rest and frank
discussion before a conclusion, and Scrutiny’smanendations, are reached.
It's essential that service areas don't feel tlyabding open about problems
in provision, they leave themselves vulnerablextggerated and
misinformed attack. I've worked hard to reversedb&nsive, bunker
mentality that was prevalent after the 2002 JoexiBw. I've made it clear
that this episode shouldn’t change that, and thiatue honesty from staff as
that's the only basis on which the service can avgr

Those who know me well will know that this has ashiny optimism, and
my belief that if you treat individuals as respahsimembers, then they will
respond in kind. | still hope that there aren’t@xitons to that rule, but I'm
less sure of that than | was at the beginning pt&eber.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Cowan

Do you think it's appropriate to castigate an algsprganisation such as the
South Wales Echo without giving them the courtefsy nght of reply?

Reply. County Councillor Dixon

| will show them the same courtesy that they shomed
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Question County Councillor Rogers

When will electric changing beds for carers anailolisd visitors use be
available and when will hoists for lifting disablelildren and adults be fully
available within the International Pool?

Reply. County Councillor Dixon

The International Pool caters for disabled usemegent. The provision
includes four accessible changing rooms, with irgeghowers and toilets, for
wheelchair users. There are three hoist pointhiercompetition pool which
facilitate access to each area of the pool evemhelifting booms are in
the raised position.

It should be noted however that whilst there is/@ion for disabled visitors
there is no special provision for severely disalgesons. This would require
specialist equipment and specialist supervisiorwéie@r, management at the
pool are always keen to improve facilities and denstand that as part of the
ongoing review of facilities, options in relatiom $pecialist equipment in the
pool area will be considered.

Although specialist equipment is not availableha thanging areas at
present, we have been advised that funding isaMaifrom the Welsh
Assembly Government to install electric changindsas part of the
Changing Places initiative and this is being adtyiypeirsued as a possible
option.

Finally, it should be noted that the Pool doesixecequests from severely
disabled users and in all cases they do their uttoasssist and we are not
aware that any user has been turned away. Onlyvde&, | understand that
the Pool staff has received a letter of thanks fitsgol Erw’r Delyn Special
School in Penarth complementing them on theiriteesl and their helpful
attitude.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Rogers

The hoists in place are for the disabled with padr full upper body
strength. The hoists in fact | refer to are swhogsts for disabled users with
complete or partial upper body limitation. Pleasafirm therefore that the
severely disabled will stop being ignored and fagdor changing beds and
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swing hoists under the Changing Places Plan wigursued as a priority and
will become a definite option and not, in fact,asgible one?

Reply. County Councillor Dixon

You've touched on an issue which actually fallsoasrthree portfolio areas.
You will have to accept this as an answer from rtiyfem Councillor
Howells and also Councillor Woodman, as it touchregqualities.

| don’t have very specific knowledge of the poskif. | do know that we are
not ignoring this, that we are providing as mucppsut as possible and, as |
say in my answer, we have been complimented by sigel Erw'r Delyn
Special School in Penarth. | can assure you tleatdhcerns you raised will
be taken seriously.

Question County Councillor Cowan

Will the Executive Member provide exit figures fGouncil staff and agency
staff in all the Family Centres (including Globahk), the Intake and
Assessment Team and the Children In Need Teanhédast 3 years?

Reply. County Councillor Dixon

The information requested in respect of Councif seajuires some time to
collate. | will be able to provide the informatian,writing, by the end of next
week.

Information about exit figures for agency workessiot available. This is
because the engagement of agency staff with theclaloes not involve a
contract of employment with the individual. The wers are employed by the
agency that provides them. When an assignmentthisdsan be the choice of
the agency worker but is often because Childreatsi€es has decided the
worker is no longer required.

The Agency Managed Service that has recently beerduced will collate
information about use of agency workers in future.
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Question County Councillor Cowan

Will the Executive Member advise why Cardiff Codrdid not follow the
route of several other Local Authorities in puradhgsan integrated children’s
system as opposed to the computer system nowaedla

Reply. County Councillor Dixon
The question reflects a misunderstanding.

The Care First electronic system provides the @iatffor Children’s

Services’ implementation of the Integrated Childse®ystem (ICS). The ICS
IS a case management system which pulls togetbhamdisting assessment
framework and system for managing the cases okldaitter children, and
provides a single pathway for the management afaalés of children in need.
Statutory guidance requires all authorities to enpént the ICS.

The Care First system is currently used by tworo8oeial Services
authorities in Wales and several in England. Autles that are not using
Care First use other electronic systems to protdeolatform for their
implementation of the ICS.

Question County Councillor Cowan

Will the Executive Member advise if any studentiab@orker has been
given the casework for a child on the child pratectegister?

Reply. County Councillor Dixon

Allocation of work to student social workers plaagithin Children’s
Services is carefully managed and agreed betweete#iim manager, the
student’s social work supervisor and their collagsessor.

It is sometimes considered appropriate to invotudent social workers who
are in their final placement before qualificationwork with children whose
names are on the child protection register (CPRydler to gain first-hand
knowledge of the work involved. In such circumsesiaccountability for
management of the child’s case will normally bedh®} the student’s social
work supervisor who will be a registered social kewsrworking within
Children’s Services.
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During part of May and June 2008 a student socteker who was employed
by the council, and was about to graduate as alsworker, was allocated to
a child included on the CPR in anticipation of thixking up a post as a
social worker with the authority.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Cowan

Councillor Dixon, in the last paragraph of youraesyou say that during
part of this year a student social worker was digta#located to a child
included on the Child Protection Register. In yopmion do you think this
was fair on the student in placement? Do you thiedshe could have given
the best service to the child in light of not hayvany experience at that time.
so do you think it was fair to put him/her in tipatsition?

Reply. County Councillor Dixon

Yes, because the student social worker in this wassd have been
supervised and this would have been with the utalsdsg,
acknowledgement and agreement of the Team Manthgestudent’s social
work supervisor and the College assessor, so tleydwave been fully
supervised.

In fact, on discussing this with managers, thentlreay even have received a
better service as student social workers have pratected time and are
therefore able to spend more time on an individask.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Dianne Rees

Would the student social worker carry the can mhething went wrong?
Reply County Councillor Dixon

Absolutely not, as | have just said and as is qeldarly indicated in my
answer, the accountability of the management othhld’s case would be
held by the student’s social work supervisor whib e a registered social
worker working within Children’s Services.
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90 : ENVIRONMENT QUESTIONS
Question County Councillor Gasson

| have many blocks of flats and maisonettes in naydvboth Council
housing and private. They do not have individuwabgns, but do have
communal gardens which are tended either by thikesH2@partment in the
case of Council flats, or private contractors ia tase of those privately
owned. They therefore do not have green bins. Howhese residents
dispose of their food waste without access to ghaes?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones

The Council intends to provide evdmgusehold in the city with an
opportunity to recycle their leftover food wastéelmost appropriate
facilities to do so will be provided for each typielocation, and to that end
the waste management facilities of all Houses irtigle Occupation
(HMOs) will be reviewed during the period of thetbwaste roll-out
programme.

Where it is identified that a premise does not htaeeappropriate storage
facility to accommodate food waste, an additiondk lzontainer will be
provided. It is preferable in practical terms ttietse communal food waste
containers for HMOs are eventually of the wheeledtype.

Additionally, residents in areas where the Tri-Bggtem is operated will be
requested to place their full, sealed kitchen cduotdys into the white
biodegradable bags which are currently used forpomtable materials, in
readiness for collection.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Gasson

The answer refers to HMO'’s which are usually hous@sner city areas and

| am talking about blocks of flats. | have ninedKs of 4-storey, 3 bedroom
maisonettes with communal gardens and nowherettaipeelie bins. In fact,
when the residents tried to get hold of wheelies Itie other people
complained. I've got six blocks of 18, 3-storeyasgsharing communal bins.
There is nowhere for these people to put wheetie 80 can the Officers look
at this again?
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Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones

Thank you for bringing this to my attention CoutailGasson. | will
certainly speak to Officers about this particulase.

Question County Councillor Richard Cook

When did the Council first consult with staff oretproposed two shift
collection system for food waste?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones

The consultation process for all new collectiorftstitommenced on 22
November 2007 with a presentation to workforce @spntatives and trade
union representatives at the Lamby Way depot. Teggmtation included
details of a number of alternative shift patteorss of which was the initial
double shift option of 6am — 2pm and 2pm — 10pm.

An evaluation of operational costings demonstrétatia double shift pattern
would deliver optimum efficiency of the current vak fleet whilst leaving
the workforce with the same length of working daytlzey currently enjoy,
albeit that some operatives would be required teento the PM shift.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Richard Cook

How confident are you that the roll-out of collectiof food waste on
13 October will go out, with the current disputatth on with the Council
workforce?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones

As you can imagine Councillor Cook there are venysstive negotiations
going on at the moment and | really can’t commantios. I'm very
confident that it will go ahead but | cannot be #0positive at the moment
because this is a very sensitive time.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Carter

Thank you Councillor Jones for the answer you dgaeencillor Cook. | was
very interested in hearing the information. |ywlupport the way the shift
pattern is being designed to use the current v@fiebt, but regarding the
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vehicle fleet itself, obviously vehicles do breakaah and ships do fall apart
and parts are delayed and we would then have to govate contractors. |
was wondering whether we are employing any additiengineers, at least in
the short-term, to make sure that the vehiclescoae with the extra length of
time they would be working?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones

| am not aware that we are employing extra engsm€euncillor Carter but |
am sure this Service Area will cope.

Question County Councillor Smith

During the previous year of administration | askeguiestion as a
supplement; What if any is the possibility of uspgpple on Community
Service assisting with the cleansing of our vergéh@ Executive Member at
the time replied that it was being looked intahiere any progress?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones

| should clarify that Community Service refers he time which is
voluntarily given by citizens to activities thatriadit the community. This
should not be confused with Community Punishmenhtclvis clearly the
subject of interest here.

In November 2007 a supplementary question was asla¢gerhaps those on
Community Punishment orders could assist with @meaval of leaves from
grass verges. This current question relates neataes but to the cleansing of
verges and | can advise that as part of the TidynBanitiative, which will be
launched later this year, Waste & Cleansing Officeill be engaging with

the probation service to seek assistance to "apamprojects across Cardiff.

These projects will be developed in partnershipieep Wales Tidy,
Communities First and Community Safety Officers.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Smith

Where have you ever heard of somebody being sesddnca Community
Punishment Order? It is a Community Service Oghet it is through
rehabilitation?
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Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones
Thank you for putting me straight.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Gasson

Are you aware that | asked my colleague to writgdo recently because we
have four teams of ten people doing Community Rumént Orders in my
ward clearing up all the rubbish and saving ther@duots of money and
they tried to use Lamby Way but they want to chdbhgen so they have been
using the Vale. These people are doing a stijbbg Could you give serious
consideration to the issue of charging for dummuogrubbish?

Reply: County Councillor Margaret Jones

Councillor Gasson | have already given a comprakiensply to your
colleague about this. Unfortunately we are not ablmake an exception for
the Probation Service. We just will not be doihgtt Everybody will be
charged the same.

Question County Councillor Robson

Is the Executive Member concerned that late refofiections up until 10pm
at night will cause considerable disturbance talloesidents?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones

Afternoon and Evening household waste collectiomices have been
provided since April 2007 in seven areas of thg, ciamely Heath, Penylan,
Fairwater, Llanrumney, Pontprennau, Lisvane and Ely

In that time there have been only two recorded damis regarding
disturbance.

The majority of enquiries on the subject have imedlhouseholders who
have traditionally had their waste removed befarehtime, calling to
enquire as to why their collection has not yet tagkace. When the situation
Is explained they have invariably appreciated taefcalities involved.

All collection rounds are completed by 8pm, unlessnasten operational
Issues arise, such as vehicle breakdowns.
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Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Robson

In relation to the initial double shift option ofain to 2 pm and 2 pm to
10 pm, are you concerned that if the 2 pm to 1Gpift comes in refuse
collection late at night will cause disturbancéaal residents?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones

| think my answer has been quite comprehensivdahissue. We are
already doing evening services in seven areas avel ¢nly had two
complaints since April 2007 so | really cannot sdmat the problem is. | am
not concerned about it at this particular timelbzan assure you that | will be
monitoring it carefully.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Bridges

Thank you Councillor Jones, | just wondered offdhaiow much extra it
would cost the Council taxpayers of Cardiff if wene to do the actual
collections which are being proposed within thesexg shift patterns that we
operate under?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones
£1.6 million.

Question County Councillor Cowan

Will the Executive Member confirm when discussisterted with the refuse
collectors regarding the change of shift pattermhahat the initial
consultation response was?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones

May | refer Councillor Cowan to the response git@ounty Councillor
Richard Cook on the detail of the consultation pesc

The initial response from the workforce and Tradagn representatives was
that they were very open-minded, willing to considey proposal, and both
positive and pro-active.
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Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Cowan

If our staff refuse to undertake the two shift pattwill you use agency staff
as an interim measure to ensure that food waskectioh starts on time?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones

As | just said Councillor Cowan we are at a venyss#g/e stage in
negotiations at the moment and | will be able tevear your questions more
fully within the next week | should think.

Question County Councillor Brian Jones

What consideration has been given to the HealthSadety implications, for
both Council staff and the public, of Council refusehicles collecting in
narrow streets until 10p.m. in the evenings?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones

Waste Management undertake regular and detaildthlaeal safety risk
assessments to cover refuse collection operathadditionally, a specific risk
assessment exercise has been undertaken for exeatliections. This
covered the risks to operatives, residents, padastand other road users.
Any identified risk controls or improvements haweh implemented.

This particular assessment was last undertakeebnury and officers are
now preparing to carry out a scheduled review.

Question County Councillor Cowan

Will the Executive Member advise if the roll outtbie food waste containers
Is being delivered on schedule?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones
| am able to confirm that the delivery scheduleusently running ahead of

the planned time table, with the first collectidaking place in the week
commencing October 13 2008 as planned.
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Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Cowan

Councillor Jones | spoke with an Officer from Waltanagement this week
who advised me that we have run out of the contsineknow that the
Rhiwbina and Heath wards were the first two to hitaeeroll-out and | know
that in both the wards some of the containerstsiMen’t been received. Can
you investigate this and come back to me to aduisase?

Reply. County Councillor Margaret Jones

| have been advised by the Senior Officer that axemot run out.

91 : FINANCE AND SERVICE DELIVERY QUESTIONS

Question County Councillor Richard Cook

How much money did the Council spend on purchalsotted water in the
last financial year?

Reply. County Councillor Stephens

| do not know the precise figure so | will writeyou in due course with this
information.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Robson

Lord Mayor | am astounded that with the intereat this Group has in bottle
water and buffets the accountants do not know tisevar to this off the top
of their heads. Do you agree?

Reply. County Councillor Stephens

Obviously they are all experts on what we drinkehaut it's the rest of the
Council that is the problem.

Question County Councillor Brian Jones

Would the Executive Member comment on how the cunrgernational
financial crisis is likely to affect the currentldmgs of the Pension fund, and
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are there any known implications for any schemebenCouncil’s capital
programme?

Reply. County Councillor Stephens

Although the equity markets have recorded botheldad)s and rises in recent
weeks, the Pension Fund’s strategy is focusedefotiyg term market returns
which will fund pensions over the next 20 to 30rgea

As equity markets have consistently demonstratglddrnilong term returns,
pension funds will continue holding more in shatresm other investments.
To ensure a degree of stability, 25% of the Furitkld in less volatile assets
such as government bonds and cash which have &ty unaffected by
recent events.

In terms of the capital programme, officers in o, Property & ICT,
supported by our specialist consultants, are cotigtenonitoring interest rate
moves and forecasts in order to minimise the impactcent events.

Question County Councillor Ralph Cook

The report on Section 106 which is before Coundhl states on page 5 of
14 (EBM version) that “very often it is the Courgibwn match funding that
IS used to support monies received from Sectioncbd@ibutions in order to
complete a scheme”. Exactly how much of “the Cdismown match-
funding” has been required to complete specifidiSed 06 projects during
the last five years?

By “Section 106 projects” | confine my definitiomly to those specifically
detailed in S106 agreements with developers. diBpally exclude projects
paid for with S106 money that was not specifically-marked in an S106
agreement because it can be equally argued that-omerked S106 money is
being used to support Council activity, there at@neples of this in my own
Ward.

Please can you provide a breakdown of the matctiefdiexpenditure
requested detailing the name and location of therse, the amount of S106
money and the Council’s contribution required tmptete the scheme?
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Can you specifically identify a few recent exammé$106 projects in the
Trowbridge Ward whose completion required a contidn from the
Council’s own resources?

Reply. County Councillor Stephens

This will take time to complete and a written resgp® will be forwarded to
you in due course.

Examples in the current capital programme of ther€d’'s own match
funding being used together with contributions éeelop a scheme include
Radyr Library, the Cowbridge Road East and LeckW®itiad regeneration, as
well as the City Centre public realm improvements.

92 : SPORT, LEISURE AND CULTURE QUESTIONS
Question County Councillor Bowden

Will the Executive Member comment on the suggeptegosal that the
operation of the Model Railway in Heath Park basfarred to the Council;
and the likely associated costs of doing so?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

It would not be in the best interests of the Colutacoperate the Model
Railway at Heath Park. Operating a facility othature is labour intensive
and requires specifically trained staff. Whilstaduntary society is able to
resource such a facility through the goodwill antlmtary effort of its
members, all of whom are enthusiasts, the Counaildcnot.

It is reckoned that on an Open Day, up to 50 velers are needed to supply
and operate the engines; act as guards and drsegrsrvise visitors; issue
tickets; and provide refreshments. This reliant@ darge number of
volunteers is the primary reason why Open Daysesticted to around 12
occasions per year. The Society contends thawumiealistic to expect
volunteers to turn out in such large numbers omareased number of
occasions. It would certainly be unsustainablelerCouncil to meet the
costs of doing so.

The financial cost to the Council of taking ovee facility would depend
largely on the management model employed and tfe ¢ involvement the



County Council of the City & County of Cardiff
25 September 2008
213.

Engineering Society would wish to maintain in theility. If the expectation
was that the Council would underwrite the resouregsiired to open up the
facility on a continuous or more frequent basisittieat which currently
occurs, then the cost could run into many tensptfhundreds, of thousands
of pounds per annum. This would be very diffi¢aljustify and achieve in
the current economic climate.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Bowden

Can you just clarify for me, if we were to proceeith such a suggestion,
what the impact would be on the parks budget?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

As | outlined in the final paragraph of my answes ts not likely to be
something which is going to be cheap to operateorder then, to take over
that operation, we would either have to take theeydrom the existing
parks budget or make a bid in the next budget rowhith | assume will be
as difficult as it has been in previous years.| &ally don’t think that it is at
all feasible.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Page

The question refers to a suggested proposal caadll Wwhen that proposal
was put to the Council for consideration please?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

| have taken this as a suggestion which has bemrght up in
correspondence but no formal offer has been mads.tdlowever, | know
there has been lots of speculation within the pafigése South Wales Echo
and | think that is probably where the suggestep@sal arose - from
someone who was opposed to the extension of theMRallway at Heath
Park. What | seek to outline here is somethinglthhas going to outline in a
letter to the South Wales Echo anyway. But | thiaking it here in the
public record lets everyone know what the cost iogplons would be to the
Council taxpayer and leaves no doubt that it wdngdch significant cost to.
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Question County Councillor Page

In a reply to the question | asked about Heath Batke council meeting on
18 July, it was stated that the park was protelyesection 123 of the Local
Government Act 1972. Would you please explain b Act protected the
park when part of it was leased to a private moaéhay club, another part
used as a commercial car park and the Councif hsdt offices there?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

The Local Government Act 1972 protects the par&ugh ensuring that any
proposed disposal of land through sale or leasé bauadvertised in the
press, with all responses to advertisements giuencdnsideration by the
Council in reaching its decision.

At the time you refer to, such a process would Hsaen undertaken and
completed in respect of the area currently leasekde model railway society.
Because this decision was, of course, enactedobgvaous Administration, |
cannot say how much opposition or support this gsapelicited at the time.
However, given the decision to proceed, it camiberied that the general
consensus was favourable.

With regard to the commercial car park and the Cowffices, these
facilities have their origins in the Second Worl@&kVThe car parking makes
use of the former army parade ground, and the Glooiffices replaced a far
more extensive array of former wartime buildinggjek had subsequently
been used as a teacher training college beforg baken over by the former
Parks Department.

The difference between the present use of the payamlind for car parking,
and the unsupervised and informal parking that tsedcur, is that with
today’s system, Parks Services receives an incbatean be re-invested into
service improvements.

It might also be noted that the consolidation @& giitch changing rooms and
Parks Services offices has ensured that thesdéiéscibccupy a considerably
smaller area, and has resulted in a net increatigeecdrea available for open
air recreation.
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Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Page

The answer given certainly does not appear to shatvthe 1972 Act does
protect a park because Council Offices were builHeath Park and so the
1972 Act seems to give no protection other thasatoit should be advertised.
So let me ask this, there was a clear undertakid®5b2 that once the
Teachers Training College, which is referred tthim question, left Heath
Park the Council would return the area to the puioli recreational purposes.
Now why has the Council refused to honour this utatteng which was in

the Deed of Trust dated 1952 by building Coundikcet on the park?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

The time of the building of the offices was obvilyusis | mentioned in my
response, undertaken during a previous Administiago | cannot say exactly
what process was undertaken. The advice | havedpgen is that the due
process was undertaken and that the decision teedowas made in the
proper manner.

Question County Councillor Richard Cook

The report to the Executive Business Meeting titl@dposal of surplus
library stock” says “If these items are not disgbséconsiderable investment
will need to be made by the Council for their camagon.”

What consideration was given to depositing the banlother institutions
within the city where appropriate storage and @sifal conservation
services are available?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

As part of regular collaborative meetings with Gtitdniversity, some
discussions took place in early 2006 regardingehgorary housing of
certain library collections. At that time thergoapred to be a real possibility
that the Library Service might have nowhere to leahg Stacks collections
(estimated to be in excess of 400,000 items, imetudooks, periodicals and
newspapers). This was because the Library Sengeded to vacate the then
Central Library premises in September 2006. Howedhe timely securing

of premises on Dominions Way ensured that thissmof action was not
required.
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It was apparent at the time of these discussicatsthie University had an
interest in some of the Library Services’ collendout, despite requests from
Council officers for further details regarding teeems, no specific
information has been forthcoming from the Universintil the last 2-3

weeks. A visit by a Council officer to the propdstorage location in 2006
found that location to be virtually full; and thweas not, therefore, pursued as
a serious option by either party. It should alsmbted that this
accommodation would not have been appropriatev@astno more suitable
than the accommodation which would have been peavin, Library

Services itself.

Information regarding the books being put forwarddale has also been
shared with the Glamorgan Records Office but theyelresponded advising
that they have no interest in any of the items.

The initial sales list, consisting of 141 items bagn reviewed by the
University and it has been agreed that 32 itemsitlelrawn from the sale in
order to allow the University to inspect the iteamsl consider their purchase.

The Council is under no obligation to give theskiable items away to
another institution simply because that instituti@as expressed an interest in
holding them. The Council is obliged to achievluedor money for the
people of Cardiff through the disposal of any efassets, and to invest the
receipts appropriately. This is what the Countdi¢énds to do.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Richard Cook

The Executive report on this item back in Janu&@72said that considerable
investment would be needed to conserve these babky. was not
consideration given to how those books could bé dmsserved and why was
the first thing that was done was to consider hacan sell those books to
supplement the budget? We spend millions of powitlsthe Glamorgan
Records Office and in fact they are building a Marge new building in my
ward in Canton next to the Cardiff City Stadiumanh sure that they have an
environment there where these books could be cemderd would have
thought that we could have been conserving thenethiewould have thought
that we could be asking them to conserve them tiace we provide them
with the greatest majority of their budget and wiasn’t that considered?
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Reply. County Councillor Howells

| think | have answered this in the public questioifhe items which could
go to the Glamorgan Record Office would be relatedems of Welsh or
local interest. | stated twice during the publiestions that no items in the
Welsh Language are to be sold and no items wha#eros of Welsh or
local interest are to be disposed of and no mamisare to be disposed of.

The initial list which the auctioneers have comgbifer going to auction has
been shared with the Glamorgan Record Office aeg tlave confirmed in
writing that they are not interested in any of itieens going to the first
auction. | had a meeting this afternoon, as | maet in my public
guestions, with one of the Deputy Leaders and thighHeritage Minister and
the agreed way forward is to co-ordinate a medigtgveen ourselves, the
National Library, Cardiff University and Glamorg&ecord Office so that for
future sales everyone can have an input into vehagéing disposed of.

| do take issue with the point you made about usguis to supplement the
budget. This is to provide massive investment th&library service. We
have invested quite considerably over the last years in new libraries in
Splott and Grangetown; a new Central Library tmpened next March;
refurbished library in Llandaff North; refurbish&bdraries in Rhydypennau
and Fairwater. We have plans also for Penylaatjbto be re-opened next
year as a brand new intricate part of the Commuddégtre, a budget for a
new Cathays library and we are developing plansiidsrary at Thornhill.

Not withstanding all of that we do realise thabmder for us to meet the new
standards that our libraries are expected to aemevhave to put investment
in and we don’t have the funds within existing betdgo do that. Thisis a
re-investment of assets which aren’t used at theemd by anyone. They are
not accessed by people at the moment. What wagrapesing to do is put
the money into a massive re-investment which wlidvaus to be more
flexible in our opening hours and get more people the libraries. | don't
want libraries to be stuffy old places full of b@okhich nobody accesses. |
want people to get in there and start joining negdiasses. Let's have a
virtual library provision in Butetown, one of theost deprived areas of
Cardiff, who do not have library provision at themment. Let's get people in
there and let’s have reading classes, languagsedalet’s provide books in
their community languages. So | really take issubk you on that. This is a
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massive re-investment which for the vast majoritardiff residents will
provide much needed benefit to them.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Bridges

Thank you Councillor Howells, you touched on sorh#he issues | was
going to raise but as a self-professed library geled spends a lot of his time
in public libraries on a professional basis | asgfrently struck by the
importance of community events when developindpiaaty service so it can
be a genuinely community resource, particularlgnmall branches and | just
wondered if you could outline your plans for impir@y our community
events in Cardiff and explain how the money potdiytraised for sales might
help us?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

It is at an early stage in terms of what we cavide®in terms of community
events but | think one of the most important asp#ait we are trying to do
with the new technology introduced with the RFI®frieeing up librarians to
get them more involved with their customers, thizens of Cardiff. | would
like to see Librarians hosting mother/parent toddteups, where parents are
encouraged to learn to read with their childreralise it is not just the
children who need to learn to read. In some cidisabe parents who have
difficulty reading. So we can have that interactwath the library staff to
encourage such classes like that but obviouslguflyave any suggestions,
and | know you have expertise in the Library Sexylovould be more than
happy to consider those going forward.

Question County Councillor Brian Jones

Can the Executive Member elaborate on the curtate sf discussions
between the Council, the Welsh Assembly Governnaard,academia
regarding the disposal of the 'so-called' surphrsity stocks?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

| met with the First Minister and the Heritage Mitar in June of this year.
The outcome of that meeting was to share the irdtion on items proposed
for sale with the University, Glamorgan Recordsi€affand the National
Library. This has been accomplished.
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Various discussions with Cardiff University hav&da place over the last
month or so between officers.

Together with the Leader | met with the Vice-Chadloceand some of his
colleagues as recently as yesterday. The maimmeof our meeting was to
confirm arrangements which had already been adregdeen the Council
and the University to withdraw certain items frdme tauction. This would
allow the University the opportunity to purchases® books outside of the
auction process. Further discussions will takegla establish the process.

Earlier this afternoon Councillor McEvoy and | méth the current Heritage
Minister to review the situation. It was agreed tharocess should be
established for future sales which involves thedyet Library, the
Glamorgan Records Office and the University. Wélseembly Government
Officials are organising a meeting to discuss this.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Brian Jones

| thank the Executive Member for the answer to iajier question and I'm
particularly grateful for the last paragraph whiefers to meetings with the
Assembly, the Records Office and National Librang also a statement that
was made earlier this evening that the Executigmisg to consider the
whole issue of the so-called surplus library boolkt. only question would
be, would the Executive Member agree that the palnips and, perhaps, the
party spokespersons for Sport, Leisure & Cultur&dya in the loop from the
earliest possible moment of any developments?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

Absolutely and the fact is they have always beqat kethe loop. Certainly
those who attend my portfolio meetings would hageussed this issue and
those who would have attended the Executive Busimeseting at the time
would have discussed this as well. But | am mbamthappy to keep the
spokespeople in the loop because it is an impoidane we have here. We
are striving to make our Library Service one of est in the UK and the
only way we can do that is by investment. We hdiffecult decisions to
make in terms of investment and to my mind thisnexcellent way of
utilising assets which aren’t being utilised at thement.
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Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Piper

Councillor Howells you stated several times thisremg that you wish to
make Cardiff's Library Service the best in the Wdn | make a plea on
behalf of Llanishen Library which according to #ign above it is run by
South Glamorgan County Council?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

| sympathise with you because Roath Library, whedides in my ward of
Adamsdown, has a similar sign above it sayingithata South Glamorgan
Library but | am hoping to have these changed.

(The Lord Mayor advised Council that there was royartime for
supplementary questions under this portfolio).

Question County Councillor Bridges

The Council's Bereavement Strategyblished in 2005highlighted the need
to upgrade and improve the facilities availabléh® public at Thornhill
Crematorium. Could the Executive Member outlinetmiork has been
carried out since then?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

Since the implementation of the strategy, the serlias undertaken the
following areas of work at Thornhill Crematorium:

» Refurbished and Redecorated the larger Wenallt €hap

» Rewired and replaced outdated electrical cables

» Installed a generator capable of running the clsag@dl cremators in
the event of power failure for up to 24 hours.

» Designed and constructed a new purpose built Bé&emembrance
Room set within the Gardens of Remembrance andmgfa new
Touch Screen facility to enable entries to be vetae any day of the
year.

» Upgraded the Security Camera system and introdaicexiv Hard Disk
recording system

« Converted a disused toilet block to provide a gqualiaiting room to
serve the Briwnant Chapel.
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* Implemented changes and improvements to the digisic system

» Appointed a full time Chapel Attendant to overseeeirals and deal
directly with clergy, funeral directors and the palduring services

« Made improvements to the external Briwnant couttyartroducing
raised planters

* Made improvements to the Wenallt courtyard, inahgdnstallation of
a water feature, new planting and a formal lawma are

» Redecorated the Briwnant chapel, both internally externally

* Installed an updated cremator control system toefbr better
emission reports, and to allow offsite servicingha cremator control
system by the current supplier

» Installed updated signage to direct the publiciapels, parking and
toilet facilities

Although much has been done over the last 3 ydae are still a number of
schemes outstanding relating directly to the creman. These are as
follows:

* Phase 3 internal refurbishments to the Wenallt €hsige of the
building to include new waiting room and improveddt facilities and
a funeral directors’ waiting area. Works have sthdn 22" September
08 and will be complete by November 2008

* Replacement of cremators and installation of abat¢m@quipment —
Works scheduled for 2009/10

« Refurbishment and covering of the external floridute area — Works
scheduled for 2013/14

« Ongoing replacement of signage throughout the site

With the exception of the replacement of cremasmd abatement equipment,
the above schemes will be delivered through utibsaof the Bereavement
reserves budget. The replacement of the cremanaréiltration plant is to be
funded from the Council’'s Capital budget.

Question County Councillor Page

Why is this council giving serious consideratiorthie proposal to lease more
of Heath Park to the model railway club which:

(a.) is against the wishes of local residents;
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(b.) isin contravention of the commitment in Cé#rifiision to enhance
open spaces;

(c.) isan insult to the memory of Her Majesty (x@een’s grandfather
King George V by breaking faith with the obligatitmpreserve the
area for public open air recreational purposes wieshcated in 1952
under King George V Trust; and,

(d.) will bring it on a collision course with Fieddn Trust which is prepared
to challenge a decision in favour of the modeblay in court which
could require the Council to spend thousands ohgsuo defend its
action?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

As you are aware, the Council has recently adwezttis the local press the
proposed disposal of an area of land at Heath tBaakcommodate an
extension to the model railway. This is in linelwstatutory procedure, and
allows local residents to express their views @pgioposals. Such views will
be taken into consideration by the Council overdibwrse of its decision
making process. In addition, this exercise pravidéded value in terms of
inviting response from users and other interestatigs who may not
necessarily live in the Heath area itself, but véhagws in relation to the
possible disposal of an area of public open spexegually valid. All
responses will be given due consideration by thenCih

Enhancement of open space can take many formg aadld be stated that
using a relatively small area of land (approximateB% of the total
available) to accommodate an improved facility thaes great pleasure to
the public, albeit on a necessarily limited numtiiedays, is an enhancement.
Increasing the amount of public benefit is an issaere exploring with the
Society, particularly with regard to the potent@l educational visits from
schools and other organisations.

There is, of course, no intention to insult the mgnof King George V.

Heath Park is as much available now for public ogemnecreational purposes
as it was in 1952. Over the course of these 56syéze site has changed and
adapted in response to a variety of factors, atikialy to do so in the future.
What has not changed, however, is the essence @itk and its use for
open air recreation.

We are working with Fields in Trust (FIT) to trycdresolve current
differences in opinion without having to resorthe courts. By the same
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token, however, we cannot ignore legal advice v gp the Council’s
prerogative to manage land as it deems approjreause of the threat of
legal action from an unelected body.

Question County Councillor Jackie Parry

How important is Cardiff Bay in general and thednklarbour in particular
to the City Tourism Officer and Cardiff City Couftti

Reply. County Councillor Howells

Cardiff Bay is extremely important to the City o&idiff, particularly in
relation to tourism. Research shows that Cardaly Burrently attracts over 3
million visitors each year. It also shows that Gf8lay is high on the list of
attractions which visitors intend to visit duringtay in Cardiff.

In economic terms, tourism in the Bay is hugelydigant. Visitor numbers
to Cardiff Bay increased by 39% between 2002 ari¥ 2@ith spending
levels up to approximately £133 million in 2007.

Cardiff Bay is marketed as a high-quality tourisesthation and plays an
important role in the promotion of Cardiff as aslaie and business
destination. Marketing is the remit of Cardiff &@nd the Bay features
prominently on the visitcardiff website. Cardiféf3is also presented in trade
newsletters and other Cardiff & Co publicationgluding the venue
directory, the essential guide and the ‘wheredg’gjuide.

Some of Cardiff's most popular venues and toutisaetions are located in
Cardiff Bay, including the Wales Millennium Centtbe Doctor Who Up
Close exhibition and Techniquest. The Barragefitdélacted approximately
200,000 visits in 2007, a figure that is increadimg year with the opening of
the link from the Norwegian Church.

Some of the city’s busiest events take place inaandnd the waterfront,
attracting increasing numbers of local people dsasgevisitors. The
International Food and Drink festival regularlyratts over 30,000 visitors
and the Harbour Festival over the August Bank laglideekend can bring
over 60,000 people to Cardiff Bay.

The developments within the former port area antherinternational Sports
Village site are increasing the facilities and Wethd to a further increase in
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the number of visitors to the Bay area. The new paod ice rink will be
supplemented by the Olympic standard canoe slatntre that is due to
open in 2010.

The Council has been working with Associated Brif#orts to develop
Cardiff as a cruise destination. This is a longrt@roject and Cardiff has
welcomed two Cruise liners this year. Cardiff b&®o received confirmation
that the prestigious Holland America Line’s sRipnsendanwill visit in July
2009. Furthermordhe World- a ‘seagoing community’ where passengers
own the on-board suites — will visit in August 20p@ior to the start of the
Ryder Cup.

Question County Councillor Robson

Does the Executive Member share my concern thatyna& Cardiff libraries
are expected to be closed for several days folGheupgrades?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

It is, of course, always a concern when a servaseth be temporarily
withdrawn for any reason. However, in this insgrman the grounds of the
Health and Safety of the public and staff, my coneeould be greater if the
service remained open while the work took place.

If the process was simply installation of equipmémén the library could
probably remain open, as the area experiencing digisiption could be
safely cordoned off. However, each book withinreliwrary is being
individually tagged, a process which takes betwa®rseconds to one minute
per item. With up to four teams working at a tinres will require a great
deal of stock movement which, in small branch ligsin particular, would
present a real hazard to young and elderly cusemer

Allied to this is the need to complete this procas®ss all libraries before
the new Central Library is ready to open early rnydr. This will ensure that
the branch libraries and their customers enjoystrae standard of ICT
provision and potential as those in the Centratdmp If this task were not
completed on time, the library service would beéalto run a two-tier
service until stock tagging in the branch libraesl been completed. This
process would probably run into several more mgntimot years.
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All customers have been made aware of times whanlthrary is scheduled
for closure. They will be able to borrow additibbaoks to ‘tide them over’
during the closure period, and books will not bekad as due for return
during that time (accordingly, no fines will be urced).

If the process is completed within the scheduledwile period then the
service point will re-open ahead of schedule. dverall outcome will be a
service improvement for all library users that Wrde staff from the mundane
tasks of issuing, stamping and returning books,adiogv them to spend time
on quality interaction with their customers and royed service delivery.

Naturally all closures, no matter how temporarg, @grettable, but in this
instance the outcomes will make the process woitbwh

Question County Councillor Greening

With events held in Cardiff Bay becoming more armrenpopular, parking
problems in the Butetown ward have increased.ahiqular, the level of
illegal parking in the residential areas (parkimgdmuble yellow lines,
unauthorised parking in resident bays, etc) isiogusajor problems for local
residents. Could you ensure that on such evers dagt appropriate signage
Is in place to direct traffic to the nearby carks&r

Reply. County Councillor Howells

The events in Cardiff Bay are increasingly popalad car parking problems
can be an issue during some of the larger evehts.yBar’s event
programme is currently being reviewed and any lasneasures to reduce
illegal parking and improve car park signage wdldonsidered as part of that
review.

Better enforcement and improvements to signagetdiggvisitors to
alternative car parking facilities are likely to inéroduced next year
following this review. It is hoped that these maasuwvill reduce the negative
impact that this can have on local residents.

At the present time, enforcement of the parkingil&tpns falls to the Police
and their Traffic Wardens, until the Council take®r this responsibility.
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Question County Councillor Ralph Cook

The report entitled “Disposal of SurLJIus Librarp&” considered at the
Executive Business Meeting on the"1lanuary 2007 had two main themes:

1) That Cardiff Council held “potentially lucrative’dtiections of rare and
antiquarian books and other manuscripts requinregial storage
conditions if they are to be preserved and thatts to the Council of
preserving these works would be considerable atehpally equivalent
to the commercial value of the books themselvas estimated £2-3
million.

2) That the disposal of these works by auction woudtbyfunds that could
be invested in the library service.

Since the report was published it has emergedltileae works are considered
by Cardiff University to be "of enormous histori@ald cultural importance to
Cardiff and to Wales”. Further “The University alsonfirms its longstanding
offer to house these collections on deposit inthaversity Library. To this
end, it is prepared to commit resources and to egeknal funding for
cataloguing, conservation and public access amdayisThe University is
happy to continue its discussions with Cardiff Calto find the best way of
retaining in Cardiff these nationally and interpatlly significant cultural
resources.”

Given the importance of these collections can yqulagn why Cardiff
Council has not initiated a serious formal disamssvith Cardiff University
about the future of these works and more spedfi@ddout the University’s
longstanding and oft-repeated offer?

Why did the report of January 2007 omit to mention Cardiff University’s
offer, surely a significant material issue by ang/srstandards and one which
may well have caused the Executive to reach ardittedecision?

Do you agree that a report specifically on theessand options surrounding
the retention and preservation of these books diwane been considered by
the Executive Business Meeting prior to any cormrsitlen of their disposal by
auction?



County Council of the City & County of Cardiff
25 September 2008
227.

Reply. County Councillor Howells

Firstly, it should be noted that there was no ‘ktagding and oft repeated
offer’ from Cardiff University

Cardiff Council officers have held informal meetsngith the University
since 2006. At the centre of initial discussiorasva temporary solution to
housing of the stacks collections before the peanafacility at Dominions
Way was secured (this was in the context of theurl® and re-building of the
Central Library and the need for secure storagmgduhat period.)

Underlying these discussions was a suggestion ahalentified longer-term
transition of unspecified and limited Council holgs. However, no
clarification was made and no formal suggestionsffars tabled. The
proposals for temporary accommodation did not ctorfeuition and were
not pursued any further, although the matter wkofeen with the University
being asked to identify items of interest. The énsity confirmed the items
they were interested in on Friday evening of lasgkv

As a result of those 2006 discussions Library efsamet with University
staff and visited the proposed temporary storageramodation in June
2006. The accommodation was found to be virtuallyand the matter was
not pursued further in 2006 by either party. Itstnaiso be noted that the
accommodation proposed would have been inappregonahousing the
stock as it was not superior to that which canrogided by Library Services
(and, in fact, offered more restricted access tharcurrent premises.)

As a result of the Executive decision in Januai§72@neetings which would
discuss the Executive decision and alternativeoaptivere proposed in
writing and a meeting took place between the Catgobirector, Chief
Officer and a Senior University Official on 27 Mar2007. No offer to have
collections was made at this meeting although thtenwas discussed. An
examination of the minutes of the university Quamteetings since late 2005
to date has not identified any such offer.

A meeting with two Pro Vice-Chancellors of the Usrisity was held as
recently as August this year. Discussions tookepkmout the auction but no
mention was made of an offer to house the collastidt should also be
noted that no mention of these books has been madeent meetings of the
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University Quartet, which brings the Council togatiwvith Cardiff
University, UWIC and the University of Glamorgandiscuss issues.

In short, no formal offer was made, and this cowdt] therefore, be a material
matter for inclusion in the report.

Despite several requests from officers in Cultussure & Parks, the
University has not provided any information abotiieh items might be of
interest to them until September 2008.

| do not agree that a separate report was requiCeddiff Council is a Local
Authority required to provide a public library sex® for our council tax
payers. We have a duty to achieve best value fhendisposal of any assets
and in this instance those assets are books.

The Welsh Assembly Government’s ‘Libraries for Lfigogramme aims to
ensure funding to re-furbish and modernise libgan@prove provision of

ICT in libraries; invest in improving the skills ¢ie Welsh workforce; and
provide access to Welsh language material. THiisats the aspirations
outlined in theOne Wale#ccord for a rich and diverse culture with genuine
lifelong learning opportunities within a fair, jushd prosperous society.

Cardiff will help to bring about this rich and drge culture through the
provision of excellent library facilities acrosstbity. Our aim is to deliver a
vibrant, relevant and well resourced library seevic Cardiff citizens, and we
want to reap the benefit of the capital tied uphiese little-used resources to
help achieve that objective.

Question County Councillor Cowan

Do you have any plans to increase the 8 membdfredfee gang section?
Reply. County Councillor Howells

The Culture, Leisure and Parks service area hasitted bids through the
financial pressures plan to increase the leveésbdurce for tree management
across the city. If those bids are supported aodtris obtained it would
enable the service area to increase its operatoapalcity through the
employment of additional arborists, or throughtise of contractors.
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Question County Councillor Gasson

The Council has a policy of social inclusion. Whedasures/processes are
used by Leisure Services to ensure their servieegly with this policy?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

The Council has many policy directions aimed ataotmg on social
inclusion.

The service area follows several processes an@@uoes: for example
monitoring and reviews, building surveys and spegfoup consultations. It
takes these issues into account in the deliveryptanthing of services. This
IS a constant process in the light of experienoé¢y change, new legislation,
customer views and individual issues raised, akasgeabfficers’ own regular
monitoring and review.

For example, officers are currently reviewing prgeistructures to improve
access to facilities for those whose access isdary price and low income.
The Executive will receive reports on those issodature.

The Service has been widely recognised and wondswar its approach to
engaging and supporting women from black and miymethnic communities
to access services and employment. This year, nedirfg was made
available to confirm permanent funding for a DisigpbEports Officer. New
funding was also made available to tackle antiadmehaviour in parks and
open spaces and around Council leisure and cuitul@ings.

In addition to this, skatepark installations haeem welcomed broadly across
the city and now engage young people in healthywamthwhile activity.

In response to the recent raft of Equalities lediish, all new policy
initiatives and all proposals in the budget rourgll@ing formally assessed
for their impact upon equalities.

Question County Councillor Brian Jones
Given the bad publicity the Council is receivingeothe disposal of the so-

called surplus library stock, could the Executiverivber confirm whether
Cardiff is bidding for future consideration as Eoean City of Culture?
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Reply. County Councillor Howells

A capital of culture is a city which takes an irgilte approach to culture, and
which aims to improve access to culture for alt®fesidents. With this in
mind, | feel there is sufficient cultural depth affier within our city, in terms
of libraries and other cultural services, that doadstain any bid.

It should, perhaps, be remembered that Cardifevipus bid to be European
Capital of Culture was unsuccessful despite thegmree of the library stock
referred to. Itis not immediately clear why thspsals would have any
impact upon the success or failure of future bids.

In the meantime, we will continue to invest in thélic library service and
its further improvement. This inclusive policy restes with the image of a
truly cultural city.

Question County Councillor Cowan

Will the Executive Member confirm that the infornaet in the Executive
Report regarding the rare books was adequate te araknformed decision?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

Yes, the report contained all of the relevant infation available at the time
to allow a proper decision to be made.

Question County Councillor Brian Jones

Will the Executive Member comment on the devastgaéifiect that the
proposed new access road into Bute Park will havine aesthetics of the
area?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

| am not aware of any ‘devastation’ which mightdaeised by the proposed
access road into Bute Park.

The proposed new vehicular access into the patkavithe first time provide
a safe and controlled vehicular access for the warkh will enable the
existing (and largely unmanaged) vehicular accesgpto be used solely by
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pedestrians and cyclists. This will, in turn, eleadhe North Gate of Castle
Green to be opened up with access into the patk.iJla key requirement of
the substantial investment already made by thet&tgriLottery Fund in the
Castle and is a major element of the approved Batk Regeneration.

Considerable time and effort has gone into thegeriokoposals to make sure
that the bridge does not impact significantly oa éiesthetics of the park. One
holly tree will be removed as a result of the beiggnstruction; this will be
propagated and replaced. Substantial new plantidgreodland
management will also be undertaken.

The benefits of the new access into the park irclogbroved safety and the
facilitation of greater public use. This will hedmsure the protection of the
unique heritage of Bute Park.

Question County Councillor Cowan

Will the Executive Member advise what discussidmslsas had with the
Parks Department regarding proposals to improv@émstock flood control
system in Forest Farm which could have the potetatieeduce the incidence
of flooding?

Reply. County Councillor Howells

Officers from the Culture, Leisure & Parks and t&géc Planning &
Environment service areas have been in discussibithe Flood Defence
Team at the Environment Agency with regard to ttublem of flooding
experienced at Forest Farm Allotments.

Options to alleviate the problem and reduce inadsrof flooding are
currently being explored. Dialogue with the Sitei®¢tary and representatives
from Forest Farm Allotment Site are ongoing.

Question County Councillor Brian Jones

How much income has been received since 2004 éos¢cheme to ‘sponsor
roundabouts’, and how has this income been spent?

Reply. County Councillor Howells
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Income totalling £187,000 has been received frofd20 date. Sums
totalling £22,850 have been payable through Natibloa Domestic Rates.
The remaining income has been used to help fun@dumcil’'s Parks &
Gardens Apprenticeship Scheme, and to undertakéasofscaping
improvements including tree, shrub and bulb plantin

93 : QUESTION TO THE CHAIR OF THE PLANNING COMMTIEE
Question County Councillor Page

Good quality houses are being demolished all owedi@ to make way for
flats. What provision is this Council making tosere that these houses are
being replaced so that families will in the yeargedme not be forced to bring
up children in cramped homes with no gardens?

Reply. County Councillor Burfoot

Whilst it is true that there have been a numbenstances of houses,
particularly with large gardens, being demolishedke way for
apartments, by and large these have affected asityadl part of Cardiff’s
current dwelling stock of around 144,000 unitsr iastance, between April
2001 and March 2008, there were around 65 resalatgimolitions on
average per annum (from Council Tax records) folous reasons, but during
the same period 4,823 houses and 8,629 flats/apatsnwvere constructed.
Hence, family houses that have been demolishebyaf@ outnumbered by
new houses that have been built.

Another point worth mentioning is that average lehdd sizes have been
decreasing for many years, hence there is a neetn@ller units of
accommodation and many households that ‘downsizapartments actually
free up larger units of accommodation that famitias occupy. In planning
terms, the Council cannot stop applications to destmdwouses to build flats.
Any such planning applications that may be subuhitiave to be determined
in accordance with the development plan, taking adcount any material
considerations.

The development of new affordable housing in Cérdliinformed by the
level of housing need identified across the citire provision of affordable
family accommodation is a priority for the Couraiid it takes every
opportunity to increase the supply of all typesfibrdable accommodation,
in particular, family houses. This is achievedhdibirough the planning
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system using S106 obligations, as well as throagtt yorking with local
Registered Social Landlords (RSLs).

Supplementary Questio@ountyCouncillor Page

Why does the Council seem to be content with thmson when between
2001 and 2008 the number of flats built out-numbtehe houses by almost 2
to 1 so that many families in the future will beded to bring children up in
flats?

Reply. County Councillor Burfoot

| would refer you to my answer and suggest thgbif have any further
qguestions that you write to me.

94 : QUESTIONS TO THE NOMINATED MEMBER OF THE SAQH
WALES POLICE AUTHORITY

Question County Councillor Kelloway

Can you clarify the policy of the South Wales Pehith regard to 'Access
Only' orders?

In response to a similar question which | asketi@Council Meeting on
26th June, 2008, you advised, inter dllais not the policy of the South
Wales Police to either support/not support ‘Acdesl/' Road Traffic
Orders"and"Police Support is based on evidential fact anddnisal data
around the individual location road safety (e.ge iimount of road traffic
collisions in that area; the amount of potentiadmiption to the local
community and the potential for harm being causetihé public).”

On 16th September, 2008 | received a communicétmon the Council's
Traffic Management Service which enclosed a |dtten Police
Headquarters stating thd©ur longstanding policy of not supporting this
type of order is still our formal response to amggmsals to implement
'Except For Access' or ‘Access Only' traffic regiola orders and | would ask
that you treat this as a formal response from tbetls Wales Police on this
Issue."

In view of the fact that the most recent lettenirthe Police apparently
contradicts the advice given in your answer on J6iie, can you please
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make a definitive statement with regard to thecddfipolicy of the South
Wales Police in respect of applications for 'Aca@ssdy’ orders?

Reply. County Councillor Gasson

| refer you to the letter dated 6 August 2008, Wwhi@s sent by Chief
Inspector Davies from South Wales Police’s Roadcig Unit to the
Council’'s Highways and Waste Management Serviceu Nave made
reference to this letter in your question — thisfoes the Force’s policy on
this matter.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Kelloway

You may detect a theme to some of my questions Magor but | have to
say to the representative | was rather more pleagadhe answers she gave
on the 26 June than | am with the answers sheihas tpday.

Based on her answer today, am | to infer that thelSWales Police do not
base their judgement when deciding not to supmméss only roads on
evidential fact or historical data around the indiixal location road safety?
They do not take into account the amount of roaffitrcollisions in the area,
they do not take into account the amount of padédisruption to the local
community and they do not take into account themtxl for harm being
caused to the public. If | am to infer that, caask whether you are in support
of this policy and, if not, whether you will go bato the South Wales Police
Authority and ask that they change it?

Reply. County Councillor Gasson

Many issues raised by Members can be raised watlB@®U Commander.
Unfortunately this response has come from the RBatlsing Unit and, as |
understand it, they work closely with Highways amdact Highways actually
prioritise their Road Safety Schemes based on&bbares in relation to
accidents. So | would guess that this is evidemtoak. However, | note the
concerns that have been raised this afternoonhengroblems of having
conflicting information. | am going to the Poligaithority on Monday so if
you can fax me through the relevant informationill tny and raise it with the
ACC responsible for operations and see if we cahgps get a definitive
answer higher up the command chair.
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Question County Councillor Greening

With events held in Cardiff Bay becoming more armrenpopular, parking
problems in the Butetown ward have increased.ahiqular, the level of
illegal parking in the residential areas (parkimgdmuble yellow lines,
unauthorised parking in resident bays, etc) isiogusajor problems for local
residents. Could you ensure that on such everst, daffic wardens increase
the frequency of their enforcement?

Reply. County Councillor Gasson

You will be aware that Cardiff has to plan for ntagyents on a regular basis
and that South Wales Police and its partner agemeee an excellent
reputation in managing such events, which is reiseghat a national level.

The traffic management plan is part of the proeessSouth Wales Police
encourages visitors to park in park and ride lacetior car parks. The Police
have also worked hard with the private sector ahdrgoartners to encourage
car park providers to adopt the ‘safer by desighesne to make car parking
safer.

South Wales Police deploys autocrime teams arouctl svents to prevent
and detect car crime. They are also aware thahsiderate parking is an
iIssue and can give the reassurance that the depidyhtraffic wardens is,
and will remain, part of their planning.

Supplementary Questio@ounty Councillor Greening

Thank you for your response. | would like to acktexlge that the
deployment of traffic wardens is and will remaintpa police planning.
Could you please pass on the concerns of localeets that more wardens
need to be deployed in Butetown on event days?
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Reply. County Councillor Gasson

| suggest that residents of Canton would be askiaggame question because
they want more traffic wardens on event days. Mensibave previously
raised questions in this Council Chamber abouteéldacing number of traffic
wardens that we have and | will pass on your carscer BCU Commander
when | next meet with him.

(The meeting concluded at 10.10pm)



