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20 October 2013 

Dear Mr Brewster, 
 
Freedom of information request: internal review response (reference: 28595) 
 
Thank you for your email of 12 September, in which you asked for an internal review of the Home 
Office’s response to your Freedom of Information (FoI) request on Operation Ore. 
 
I have now completed the review. I have considered the substance of the response provided to 
you. I can confirm I was not involved in the handling of your initial request. 
 
The initial response confirmed that the Home Office did not hold the information requested. The 
response however provided general information on Operation Ore and confirmed that the 
investigations and prosecutions were co-ordinated by local police forces and the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS). The response also provided information submitted to the Child 
Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) Centre, by local police forces on the number of people 
held to account following local police investigations. The response confirmed that the department 
would not be commenting further in response to your request due to the outstanding civil actions 
and matters which may be subject to appeal. 
 
My finding is that the original response provided to you was correct. The Home Office does not 
hold the information requested. The Freedom of Information Act gives a general right of access to 
recorded information held by a public authority. The Act gives two related rights; the right to be told 
whether the information exists, and the right to receive the information (subject to exemptions). In 
this case the Home Office confirmed that the information was not held by the department and 
provided general information in relation to your request. I therefore conclude that the Home Office 
fulfilled its duties under the FoI Act. 
 
This completes the internal review process by the Home Office. 
 
Yours sincerely 
  
B. Efunshile 
Information Access Team 
Switchboard: 020 7035 4848 
E-mail: xxxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xxx.xx 

 
 
 



Annex 
 
If you remain dissatisfied with the response to your FoI request, you have the right of complaint to 
the Information Commissioner at the following address: 
 

The Information Commissioner 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 




    

  

  
