Stephen Murray Cafcass National Office

request-472723-b3061220@whatdotheyknow.com 3rd Floor
21 Bloomsbury Street
London

WC1B 3HF

Your ref: CAF 18-038

Our ref: Gov/CAF 18-038 Tel 0300 456 4000

06 April 2018

Dear Mr Murray,
Re: Freedom of Information Request
Thank you for your email of 22 March 2018. You made the following requests for information:

Why do you promote yourself as a court of law, when all evidence presented is
hearsay?

Please see below for our response.

Cafcass does not promote itself or describe itself as a court of law. Cafcass is a non-
departmental public body accountable to Lucy Frazer MP, Secretary of State at the
Ministry of Justice. Operating within the law set by Parliament (Criminal Justice and
Court Services Act 2000) and under the rules and directions of the family courts, we
are independent of the courts, social services, education and health authorities and
all similar agencies.

Cafcass operates within the law set by Parliament and under the rules and directions of
the family courts. Our role is to:

o Safeguard and promote the welfare of children

¢ Give advice to the family courts

e Make provision for children to be represented

¢ Provide information, advice and support to children and their families

Please see our Operating Framework and other policies for more information on the
role and function of Cafcass.

We hope that you feel your question has been answered effectively. If you are unhappy with
the decisions made in relation to your request, you may ask for an internal review to be
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undertaken. If you are dissatisfied with the way the internal review is handled or with the
final decision made at that review about the information released, you are free to contact the

Information Commissioner’s Office (https://ico.org.uk/):

Post Fax

Information Commissioner's Office 01625 524 510
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Tel

Wilmslow, 0303 123 1113
Cheshire E-mail

SK9 5AF casework@ico.org.uk

Yours sincerely,

Governance Team
Cafcass
Governance@cafcass.gov.uk
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