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By email 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
 
Our ref: 18/05/22/LD/210 
 

13 July 2022 

Dear Michael Bimmler, 
 
Re:  Internal review of DHSC Case ref: FOI-1332359 
 
I refer to your email of 21 July 2021 addressed to the Department of Health and 
Social Care (DHSC) which is being treated as a request for an internal review of 
case reference FOI-1332359, in relation to your request for information under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act). 
 
Your internal review request was transferred to the UK Health Security Agency 
(UKHSA) on 18 May 2022. 
 
Your Request DHSC Case ref: FOI-1332359 
 
The DHSC received your information request on the 24 May 2021. 
     
Under the Act a public body, such as DHSC or UKHSA, is required to ‘respond to 
requests promptly’ and no later than ‘20 working days … after the request is received 
within the organisation’.  
 
Under the Act DHSC had until the 24 June 2021 to respond to your request. 
 
Response DHSC Case ref: FOI-1332359 
 
DHSC sent you its response on the 21 July 2021 and, correctly confirmed it did hold 
the information you requested and applied Section 43 of the Act – commercial 
interests to your request. In the application of Section 43 of the Act, DHSC correctly 
carried out a public interest test by setting out the factors it considered for and 
against disclosing the information you specified, and advised it was of the opinion 
the balancing exercise weighed in favour of non-disclosure of the information you 
requested.   
 
Internal review decision 
 
UKHSA has now conducted the internal review and concludes that DHSC sent you 
its response to your request for information outside of the statutory deadline.  
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[bookmark: 2]UKHSA can confirm that DHSC correctly applied Section 43 of the Act – commercial 
interests to your request, and in conducting a public interest test, correctly set out the 
factors it considered for and against disclosure and advised that it considered the 
balance of the public interest to favour non-disclosure of the requested information. 
 
However, UKHSA is of the view that Section 43 of the Act is now no longer 
applicable to your request, and is providing the requested information to you. Please 
see the attached document.  
 
Please note that names, contact details and other personal information of individuals 
have been redacted in line with Section 40(2) of the Act – personal information. 
Section 40(2) of the Act states that information is exempt from disclosure if it 
constitutes the personal data of a third party and its disclosure under the Act would 
breach any of the data protection principles of the Data Protection Act 2018. 
 
UKHSA would like to apologise for the delay you experienced in receiving a 
response to your internal review request and for any inconvenience caused.  
 
Please note that you have the right to an independent review by the Information 
Commissioner’s Office if a complaint cannot be resolved through the UKHSA 
complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner’s Office can be contacted by 
calling the ICO’s helpline on 0303 123 1113, visiting the ICO’s website at 
www.ico.org.uk or writing to the ICO at Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire, SK9 5AF. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Information Rights Team 
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