
Active 

Neighbourhood 

Proposed Changes

Topic Question Alternatives Council Council LBN  Reponse

Modal Filters Who is responsible for managing the maintenance of the 'fancy' elements of trees and sculptures? Arrangements with council and residents associations 

would be considered. The final implementation 

budget should be discussed with TfGM, to explore 

maintenance budgets. A common approach is to 

engage the community through community-supported 

planting.

Modal Filters Can you confirm what each of the filters will look like? Some detail design has been undertaken, however 

the detail isn't complete until the trial and locations 

are finalised. The typical approaches are shown here 

from a London example: 

https://juststepsideways.com/2018/04/09/waltham-

forest-mini-holland-part-3/ 

There is concern residents will remove some more unsightly filters. A 'bolt down' approach should be used if any filters 

are light enough to be moved. Large planters can 

also be heavy enough to be static/very difficult to 

move. 

Modal Filters Why aren't all filters the same across areas? Why are some more 'fancy' than others? This was based upon feedback from residents 

around lack of green space/desire for more greenery 

in these locations or in areas of greater civic 

importance.   

Modal Filters How will emergency services deal with accessing the small streets that are now blocked by filters? Access to all properties is available, just some routes 

will change, or a dropped bollard can be installed for 

emergency services. This is a common question  

Emergency services have generally been very 

positive about such schemes. They are statutory

consultees and typically see no change in response 

times, with most common concerns raised being 

placement of lockable bollards for access during 

extended incidents and updating navigation systems.

Modal Filters Will the simple filter completely block the road it is placed on or allow traffic to pass more slowly? It only permits pedestrians and cyclists to pass 

through and will restrict vehicular traffic to avoid rat-

running. Emergency services and maintenance 

vehicles will still be able to travel through. See point 

above also. 

Modal Filters Can we get exact coordinates as to where these will be placed? The logo on the map is quite large and makes it 

difficult to understand.

The revised trial map will provide better detail.  These 

locations have been positioned to avoid blocking 

driveways. 

Modal Filters I feel that access to my drive will be blocked - due to the positioning of the filter - do we get a say on where it is 

located?

Finite detail can be fed in once the trial is agreed. The 

filters won't block driveways. Access will be retained 

for all residents. 

Modal Filters Will fancy filters prevent the use of motorcycles or illegal dirt bikes? There is no way to rule out motorcycles or illegal 

dirtbikes on account of the 1.5m minimum access 

width required to provide access for wheelchairs, 

pushchairs etc. under the Equalities Act. 



Modal Filters If I need to drive to Tesco to bring shopping back in the car, currently it is 0.3 miles, in the new proposal it is now 

1.3 miles.  Has there been an environmental impact assessment made of this additional car mileage?

Modelling will be carried out to support the business 

case, and issues like this will be considered and 

reviewed. The scheme aims to encourage people to 

use the car less for short journeys. 

Modal Filters Why is a simple filter needed on Burnage Hall Road? In order to stop it's use as an East / West cut through 

for strategic traffic accessing Kingsway/Burnage 

Lane. By filtering this street, local resident access will 

be retained either side of the filter, but rat-running will 

be made difficult. 

Modal Filters Will residents from Omar and Burnham Drive still be able to use Orville Drive by car to reach Grangethorpe as 

there is no right hand turn onto Kingsway from Burnage Hall Road. Aren’t you just creating more ‘rat runs’?

The revised trial map prevents traffic rat-running from 

Kingsway to access the area. Traffic from Omar, 

Orville and Burnham will still be able to access 

Grangethorpe directly. 

Modal Filters Why has the number of modal filters increased dramatically from the initial proposal to the council to the active 

neighbourhood proposal?

Scheme development throughout the consultation 

process has led to additional/relocated filters and the 

need to prevent through-traffic within cells. The 

number of filters has been designed to be the minimal 

number required to prevent through-traffic/rat-running 

through cells. 

Bus Gates Are these bus gates penalties for all vehicle traffic, or just for non-residents? If I live within 1km of bus 

gate, I will not be penalised 

for using this road as I’m a 

local resident.

A large amount of the traffic on this route was through 

traffic (i.e. non-Levenshulme/Burnage traffic). The 

penalties would be issued to anyone other than 

buses passing through the gate only.  The rest of the 

street is accessible for residents in vehicles, just 

unable to pass through the specific bus gate.

Bus Gates Where will the signage be to prevent drivers trying to use these roads? There will be signage at the filter locations and 'gate 

way' signage to deter people from entering the 

neighbourhood.  Suitable and legal signage is 

required.

Bus Gates Will these be in place 24/7? It feels like the council is using this as a quick way to make money from local 

residents as congestion only appears in school/peak hours.

Could these not be 

replaced with timed filters at 

school/peak hours?

Timed filters really work against the philosophy as 

peak times (school runs) are the most critical for 

health and safe roads.  Opening them up off peak 

wouldn't provide the air quality or safety benefits 

during those hours.  Also complications in how this 

could actually operate. Drivers may be confused if 

they can drive through at some times and then can't 

at others. 

Bus Gates What happens where there is flooding on the alternative routes like Crossley Rd or an accident on of these 

‘access’ roads i.e Grangethorpe & Erwood?

See FAQ's a Variable message sign could warn 

poeple on the approach to the area and the bus gate 

restriction could be lifted under this circumstance. 

Other barriers can be unlocked to provide for 

emergency access and maintenance.

Bus Gates How are these gates addressing the larger issue of speeding in the area? (That many people flagged in the initial 

request from the public.)

A large amount of the traffic on this route was through 

traffic (i.e. non-Levenshulme/Burnage traffic). 

Removing these streets as rat runs automatically 

removes them for speeding vehicles. Genarally 

residents wouldn't be speeding to get to a boundary 

or main road.



Bus Gates This seems to be the most controversial feature. Why is a regular traffic order not being used for these? A large amount of the traffic on this route was through 

traffic (i.e. non-Levenshulme/Burnage traffic). The 

whole trial goes in under an experimental order, and if 

the business case and design is successful in gaiing 

funding the bus gates would become permanent 

then. Buses will need to retain access and would be 

able to pass through in this scenario.

Bus Gates On Slade Lane, isn’t there more than enough room to both widen pavements and provide segregated bike lanes? Rather than a bus gate, 

would it not be better to 

consider narrowing the 

northern section (Slade 

Lane) to reduce speeds?

The MCF bid concerns filters and quick wins. Cycle 

lanes are subject to new DfT design criteria.  Lanes 

are mimimum 1.5m wide and segregation distance is 

depedent on traffic volumes and traffic speeds.  On 

the hierarchy of design, it is better to reduce traffic 

flow.  There would also be issues with residents 

parking and excessive costs associated with civils, 

stats and drainage ammendments.

Bus Gates A bus gate on Slade Lane would cut off the entire northern section, including Craighall and Edenhall Avenues, 

Auckland Road, Monica and Fortunia Groves, Scarisbrick Road and Grange Avenue, preventing any access into 

Burnage and the South. The alternative route indicated is via the A34 however with the diagonal filter on Fortunia 

Grove in play, all traffic will be directed to just the Slade Lane/Albert Road junction. Surely this will cause more 

problems than it solves?

A large amount of the traffic on this route was through 

traffic (i.e. non-Levenshulme/Burnage traffic). Bear in 

mind that traffic levels on Slade Lane will be reduced, 

as it wouldn't be an available through route for 

general traffic.  Access would be from Moseley / 

Albert / Slade Lane junction.  The diagonal filter could 

be reviewed during the trial. 

Bus Gates Will taxis be allowed to use bus gates? Not yet decided, potentially taxis (black, hackney 

carriages) could use the gates, but this would be part 

of service consultation

Bus Gates Why would you implement bus gates and effectively cut off one part of the community from another? A large amount of the traffic on this route was through 

traffic (i.e. non-Levenshulme/Burnage traffic). To 

reduce through traffic flow, encourage active travel 

and reduce air pollution. Pedestrian/cycle journeys 

will be improved while access will still be possible 

using Kingsway. 

Bus Gates Why were these not mentioned at the engagement events? Forming one large cell in this area was discussed at 

the workshops. A large amount of the traffic on this 

route was through traffic (i.e. non-

Levenshulme/Burnage traffic). Providing access for 

public transport is a crucial part of the climate change 

/ clean air strategy.  

Bus Gates Why do we need bus gates as opposed to traffic calming measures? A large amount of the traffic on this route was through 

traffic (i.e. non-Levenshulme/Burnage traffic). To 

reduce through traffic flow, encourage active travel 

and reduce air pollution.  Traffic calming doens't 

reduce traffic volume or benefit air qiality

Bus Gates Do these affect both sides of the roads or just one? One way system No access through the gate is permitted in either 

direction

Bus Gates Why do you need bus gates AND a filter on Alma Rd? Shouldn’t this be on 

Marshall?

Removing the Alma Road filter may encourage it to 

be used for an east west through route and would 

require additional filters on Marshall Road and 

Preston Road/Forest Grange. 

Pedestrian Crossings When will the "potential crossing" Burnage Lane/Crossley Road be confirmed and installed? This is subject to a successful business case, funding 

and further work with the community to narrow down 

which crossing points can be funded with the budget.



Pedestrian Crossings Can you confirm funding for the pedestrian crossings is already in place? We have funding only for temporary crossings in the 

trial.  No budget for permanent works is yet secured.

Community 

Concerns

Local Schools

Topic Question Alternatives Council Response LBN  Reponse

Timed Filters Why have you excluded timed filters from some local schools, like Levenshulme Girls High or Acacia on Burnage 

Lane?

Timed filters should be in 

use around ALL local 

schools if they are to be in 

place at all.

Support from the schools is seen as vital to the 

success of a School Street trial scheme. Some 

schools were more keen to trial than others. 

Timed Filters How will these be enforced? Will these be camera systems like bus gates, or a traffic warden? These are anticipated to be enforced through 

occasional wardening and school/parent led 

movement of cone/barrier. 

Timed Filters We rely on my mum to pick the kids up from school, will she be able to access our street (Alexandra drive) to pick 

up/drop off our kids as she is not resident?.If not what will we do about wrap around child care?.

It is expected that access is typically for residents 

only. There is potential to park around the corner? 

Timed Filters Are schools aware of the plans? Sustrans have been working with schools, parents 

and children. 

Teachers sometimes need to park on roads close to the school .Will they continue to be able to do this? It is expected that Teachers will be able to bid for 

permits.

Timed Filters What is meant by resident access? What area of residents is considered? Residents access permits will be offered to those 

living at addresses within the closed streets. 

Drop Off/Pick Up Parents driving from the north will continue to park inconsiderately. The bus gate (and the filter on Scarisbook) 

will  force them to do dangerous u-turns in Slade Lane or on the Scarisbrook Road junction (as many currently 

do). Won't the bus gate make this worse?

Residents Only Parking The reduction in through traffic along Slade Lane will 

make Slade Lane easier to cross, including at the bus 

gate/filter location. The cul-de-sac approach requiring 

a turn is common on school street projects.

Drop Off/Pick Up Why aren't centralised zones being created for drop off/pick up area? There are spatial constraints to doing this (where will 

they go). Typically on school street projects drop 

off/pick up areas are not provided, as it is anticipated 

that a larger number of pupils will be able to complete 

the last part of the journey on foot (or by scoot/bike). 

There is unused land around for local school drop off parking i.e Cringle Fields dump site on Crossley This land is not understood to be available to the 

project. 

Drop Off/Pick Up Muslim school girls were not allowed to go to school themselves, they would be dropped off or accompanied 

when walking, even at age of 15/16.

The walk to school from the closure points does not 

appear to be far. 

Are you taking cultural issues into account when making these changes? The engagement process sought to broaden out the 

demographic who had been engaged with. Any 

cultural issues can continue be presented during the 

next elements of the proposal. 

Drop Off/Pick Up Doesn't adding in these timed filters just push drop off and pick up parking to other local streets? The School Street approach which has been 

undertaken in other areas (Sheffield, Birmingham, 

Glasgow, London) has featured similar school street 

closures. This approach improves air quality 

immediately outside the school and leads to shift (of a 

proportion of journeys) to walking and cycling, 

minimising the overall number of parked cars. A trial 

will provide the chance for through traffic to dissipate 

elsewhere and give a clear picture of new habits. The 

trial approach can explore traffic behaviour and if this 

is problematic, the extent of the school street area 

can be altered.  



Drop Off/Pick Up Why should local residents carry the parking burden when these schools have car parks that can be converted 

into one way drop off/pick up  zones?

The School Street approach which has been 

undertaken in other areas (Sheffield, Birmingham, 

Glasgow, London) has featured similar school street 

closures. This approach improves air quality 

immediately outside the school and leads to shift (of a 

proportion of journeys) to walking and cycling, 

minimising the overall number of parked cars. The 

trial approach can explore traffic behaviour and if this 

is problematic, the extent of the school street area 

can be altered. Potential further work with schools to 

explore using car parks, however this could be 

suggested.  However Manchester City Council cannot 

provide resource for manning schools - this would 

have to be community / school led.

Drop Off/Pick Up There is a significant issue with Crossley Road being blocked with cars dropping off children at Leve High, this 

will surely get worse as parents park here and on surrounding streets to walk their children into Acacias. How was 

the decision reached over which schools to consider for the timed closures?

A trial will provide the chance for through traffic to 

dissipate elsewhere and give a clear picture of new 

habits.  The School Street approach which has been 

undertaken in other areas (Sheffield, Birmingham, 

Glasgow, London) has featured similar school street 

closures. This approach improves air quality 

immediately outside the school and leads to shift (of a 

proportion of journeys) to walking and cycling, 

minimising the overall number of parked cars. The 

trial approach can explore traffic behaviour and if this 

is problematic, the extent of the school street area 

can be altered. All schools in the Levenshulme 

project area were invited to participate with a trial and 

5 out of the 6 decided to participate.

Drop Off/Pick Up Could we implement manned drop off zones in school car parks? Utilise unused space like 

Cringle Fields? Open 

school earlier for proper 

wrap around childcare? 

(Opening school at 7.45 

instead of 8am could make 

all the difference)

Potential further work with schools to explore using 

car parks, however this could be suggested.  

However Manchester City Council cannot provide 

resource for manning schools - this would have to be 

community / school led.

Drop Off/Pick Up Has thought been given to the problems already in existence on Grangethorpe and Crossley Roads? Primarily 

double parking, school access and flooding causing jams and road safety issues. Filtering more traffic on these 

two roads will inflame an already bad situation.

A trial will provide the chance for through traffic to 

dissipate elsewhere and give a clear picture of new 

habits.  Traffic flow is still lower than pre-covid.  There 

are also proposals to provide temporary crossing 

points and traffic calming on border roads

Drop Off/Pick Up Schools do a lot to promote walking to school but this is not their responsibility to manage parents. In order for habits to change, the facilities and 

streetscape will benefit from real change.  The current 

congestion is caused by through traffic and school 

traffic.  By stopping through traffic a proportion of 

traffic volume will be reduced aiding the situation. 

Improving the environment immediately outside of the 

school will make walking (or cycling) more attractive. 

What are the council doing to manage the drop off traffic? As these proposals don’t seem to resolve that issue. In order for habits to change, the facilities and 

streetscape need to change.  The current congestion 

is caused by through traffic and school traffic.  By 

stopping through traffic a proportion of traffic volume 

will be reduced aiding the situation. There is not 

currently additional council resource available to 

assist the situation. 



Local Businesses

Topic Question Alternatives Council Response LBN  Reponse

Business Impact I used the roads as a community nurse to visit my patients. Could more speed reducing methods be implemented 

instead?

Speed Humps Traffic calming is under review and consultation for 

the border roads, but it doesn't offer the benefits on 

modal filters within the neighbourhood roads

Business Impact Has there been any consideration for local businesses that provide community services, but require a vehicle i.e 

gardener, carers, builders...

The roads are not closed to traffic, but they mean 

specific journeys need to be made for specific 

destinations.  This doesn't stop emergency services, 

gardeners or carers, as all areas can be accessed.

Business Impact Will this cause changes to services, like refuse vehicles and bin men schedules? Access will always be made available to all 

properties, and the trial will give us the chance to 

work with all users. Refuse vehicles will retain 

access. The lack of through-traffic may minimise hold-

ups on narrow streets, but should be balanced out 

against new route planning. 

Business Impact I am a childminder and I feel that my business will reduce due to the road closures,as my customers are from out 

of the area and drive to get to me, and they then drive to go into town. This will greatly impact on their travel times 

and I am afraid they will use someone else.

The additional distances are minimal and in the 

absence of through traffic the impacts shouldn't be 

high.  The trial will help this bed in and these 

differences can be explored.

Business Impact Has any research been conducted to see how this will impact on businesses in the area? If people find it difficult 

to get here - will they go elsewhere?

This will simply mean that drivers should use the main 

routes to go about their business, not narrow 

neighbourhood streets.  We are not closing 

busineses, we are stopping through traffic on 

neighbourhood streets. Improving walking and cycling 

from within the neighbourhood has the potential for 

greater levels of footfall to local businesses.

Community Safety

Topic Question Alternatives Council Response LBN  Reponse

Increased Traffic Where are drivers going to be directed to ensure there is not a constant diversion through other streets / which 

will only move the problems rather than solve them?

Map of recommended 

roads to access main roads 

like Kingsway/Stockport 

based on your traffic 

analysis?

An improved filter map will be shared but there will 

not be signed diversion routes for the filtered streets.  

The philosophy behind the scheme is to keep through 

traffic on the primary routes and not rat running 

through the neighbourhood. The 'cul de sac' sign can 

be added to the entrances to streets to show that 

these routes are not through routes. 

Increased  Traffic Do you not feel that you are moving the traffic to other areas like Burnage or Longsight? Through traffic from outside of Levenshulme and 

Burnage is using residential streets which were not 

designed for current traffic levels. An element of the 

radial traffic running through Levenshulme and 

Burnage does not originate in the area, and as a 

result may be more suited to the M60 or inner ring 

road. We need everyone to consider their journeys 

and modes of transport as we move towards our 

carbon neutral aspirations.  



Increased Traffic A lot of residents are juggling work, childcare and traveling at peak times and have set hours. Has there been any 

consideration to the additional mental health problems to residents who have to add additional commute time to 

their already long day?

Everyones situation is unique to themselves, but the 

filtered neighbourhood scheme can benefit 95% of 

residents when it comes to air quality, street safety 

and community engagement.

Increased Traffic These changes look like a lot of journeys will need to be doubled. As an example, dropping a child off at school 

and having to return back the way I came, rather than continuing the journey to work.

Some short-distance journeys may be more suitable 

to undertake on foot or by bike. Slightly longer journey 

times by car may will mean cleaner air for the 

residents of the streets which currently feature rat-

running/through traffic. 

Do you have details on how you would resolve the increase of journey mileage (and financial cost to the driver)? This is why a valid trial is required. It's impossible to 

accurately model an individuals requirments 

regarding travel, and equally difficult to accurately 

model how many people will stop driving short and 

unneccasary journeys as a result.

Increased Traffic Do the project leaders and schools acknowledge that now-a-days not all families have stay at home parents? 

Some people (key workers, cleaners, carers,  the NHS workers you all clapped for) have no option but to get to 

work on time and therefore must drive.

Access by car will be retained to all properties. We 

don't expect drivers to give up their vehciles, but 

we're trying to promote active travel and a reduction 

in uneccasary  journeys to make the environment 

safer and cleaner for everyone.

Increased Traffic Given that these changes cut out all the ways of leaving my house on Errwood Road to travel north, I will now 

have to travel south to Crossley Road, going left to Stockport Road or right to Kingsway).  Is Crossley Road going 

to be upgraded first to cater for the inevitable massive increase in traffic?

Signal timings for these movements will be reviewed 

as the trial commences and feedback taken onboard. 

A degree of traffic displacement/evaporation is 

expected, as existing rat-running traffic through 

Levenshulme finds alternative routes. 

Parking Issues Some streets are already double parked with residents parking. How will you handle the increased demand on 

parking?

We are not anticipating an increase on parking 

demand?  If anything, the scheme objective is to 

reduce vehicle use for short journeys

Pollution Why are we pushing more traffic and pollution towards a large schools district like the Cringle area? We're not, we're aiming to reduce traffic flows on the 

routes to school to provide cleaner air and safer 

journeys and active travel

(Specifically referencing increased traffic on Crossley Rd, Burnage Lane and Grangethorpe Drive)

Safety Concerns What happens when traffic from the north, having to go down Grangethorpe Drive starts to back up on 

Kingsway? Or visa versa?

A degree of traffic displacement/evaporation is 

expected, as existing rat-running traffic through 

Levenshulme finds alternative routes.  Signal timing 

and modelling will be conducted through the trial. 

Safety Concerns You’re removing main road access for streets that have traffic lights i.e Alma Road to A6. How will you safely 

manage increased demand on other smaller roads without traffic lights?

Informed decisions can be made with results from the 

trial and modelling.  If a controlled junction was 

required, this would need taking forwards into the 

permanent works

Safety Concerns Not everyone can afford to buy a bicycle and maintain it in a secure and safe location i.e apartments. Govenment incentives are actively being rolled out 

and the projects future aspirations are to provide 

cycle hangars where people can store bikes. 

Similarly, many people in Levenshulme do not 

currently own cars or have space to park them. This 

scenario will improve the environment for people to 

walk around the area and to key bus stops and the 

rail station. 



Do you predict an increase in theft in the area? No, why should there be an increase in theft? This 

has not been noted in other Low Traffic 

Neighbourhood schemes which have been brought 

forward in other parts of the country. 

Safety Concerns Why have you not thought to put speed humps and 2 more speed cameras along Errwood road near the park 

and cringle fields to  reduce speeding? This would be more effective  at reducing accidents and speeding.

More speed cameras It could be considered, but it won't benefit active 

travel or provide air quality benfits. A large amount of 

the traffic on Errwood Road was identified as being 

through-traffic (i.e. non-Levenshulme traffic). The 

approach taken is designed to remove this traffic from 

the Levenshulme area, so that local people have 

quieter streets and cleaner air. 

Safety Concerns Speed humps have already been introduced on Grangethorpe and Crossley Rd. Yet people still speed down 

these roads. Can we use the money instead for speed cameras in the area to enforce the speed limits?

No the Mayors Challenge Fund money is for an active 

neighbourhood that promotes safe walking and 

cycling.  The TfGM budget isn't for safety cameras 

and enforcement.

Safety Concerns Do the project team know that the end of Grange Avenue is a brick wall and is not a cycle route? Yes. There could be a longer term aspiration to open 

up this route to people walking and cycling to improve 

directness through this area. 

Safety Concerns I’m autisic and have low mobility. Have you considered the mental health issues you are creating by adding these 

features?

Low Mobility 

Residents

There are individuals who access Levenshulme High Street or Tesco with a vehicle due to limited mobility. These residents will still be able to visit these areas 

by car. 

How will you improve mobility for local residents who aren’t (or are less able) to walk or cycle? Reducing rat-running will improve air quality and 

ability to cross certain roads within the cells. All 

properties will still be able to be accessed by car. 

Low Mobility 

Residents

I am concerned that disabled people will be limited in where they will be able to go, if they can't use a car. Many 

pavements in the areas are in such poor condition it is not always possible to use a wheelchair or other mobility 

aid without causing pain or damage to equipment as it is.

By reducing through traffic, there is potential for 

certain roads to be made easier to cross. Certain 

crossings are also expected to be improved. All 

properties will be able to be accessed by car. 

Are there any plans to improve the pavements? Recommendations will be passed onto Manchester 

City Council's highways team who will explore the 

potential for further funding to improve pavements. 


