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Safer roads for Beswick

In 2019, a bid was made to the Mayor’s Chal enge Fund for measures to make roads

safer in Beswick. Its aim is to make the local area more pleasant and attractive, and to 

make the roads safer for people of every age and ability to use.
Part of this involves measures to discourage traffic entering and leaving the city centre 

from cutting through Beswick, and encouraging more local journeys on foot or by bike. 

Part of Greater Manchester’s Cycling and Walking Network
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Safer roads for Beswick
This map of the Beswick area shows the main routes through the neighbourhood 

indicated in yel ow, with the potential areas for improvements circled in red. 
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To view the proposals in detail, and to  

fill in the consultation form, please visit  

www.manchester.gov.uk/consultations
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The proposed measures
The traffic-calming measures most people are familiar 

 

with are speed humps and cameras. This project uses 

 

different methods that have been proved to be effective 

 

in other places. A key element is explaining to local 

 

people what these unfamiliar measures are and how we 

 

know they work.

 

The measures include:
Bollards

Road narrowing can be done in a number of ways, 

Putting bol ards at junctions al ows pedestrians and 

but normal y involves extending the kerb with planting 

cyclists to move through them freely, and al ows access 

or bol ards at each side. Motorists need to drive more 

to a street while discouraging motorists from cutting 

careful y in narrowed sections of road, which results in 

through (rat-running). As well as the bol ards, we would 

slower vehicle speeds. Narrowing targets a specific 

look at changing kerb lines and planting trees, to make 

part of the road, can be used on junctions, can prevent 

it feel like an area for people rather 

vehicle parking, and makes it easier for pedestrians 

than cars. 

to cross.

  
 

More attractive streets 

 

Communities are encouraged to generate ideas for 

 

the improvement of their streets, to make them less 

 

car-dominated and more community-focused. This 

 

may involve creating a community feel in the street 

 

with wooden flower-beds, or tree planters placed in 

 

the road to calm traffic. More resident parking wil  

 

mean less pavement parking, and wider pavements 

 

can encourage people to walk, help to narrow the road, 

 

and slow traffic.   

New crossings

Junctions – road narrowing and speed tables 

These help those on bike or foot to cross busy roads, 

At some junctions we will narrow the road to make 

and can be used to al ow cyclists to set off from lights 

crossing easier, and add a raised table. This measure is 

before cars.   

seen as one of the most effective traffic-calming 
measures. It can be used as an informal crossing for 

 

pedestrians, and could be combined with road 
narrowing and tree planting. Speed tables are more 
acceptable than speed humps for buses, and the size 

 

and location of the tables can vary – from a straight 

 

road, to spanning a four-arm junction. 

 

Where are changes needed?
We have looked at information about all accidents 

and food and drink outlets. This has given us an idea of 

involving pedestrians, cyclists and motorists in this area 

where measures might be needed, but we need your 

over the past five years, and where they happened. 

help. Please tell us if you think the measures shown on 

We’ve also looked at the places where people are likely 

the map below are in the right place; or if not, tell us 

to want to travel to from home, eg. schools and 

where else you think safety measures are needed to 

col eges, leisure centres and libraries, churches, shops, 

encourage walking and cycling. 
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