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SECOND PUBLIC EXAMINATION 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HONOUR SCHOOL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

 

COURSE II 

 

Paper 6c The Archaeology of Anglo-Saxon England 

from the Seventh to the Ninth Centuries A.D. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

TRINITY TERM 2019 

 

Friday, 31 May, 9.30am – 12.30pm 

Time allowed – Three hours 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Answer Question 1 and TWO others.  You should pay careful attention in your answers to the 
precise terms of the question.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do not turn over until told to do so. 
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1. Identify and comment on three of the objects illustrated in the accompanying photographs. 
 
a) 

 

 
 
b) 
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d)  
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f) 
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2. How has the new archaeological chronology for the seventh century shifted understanding of ‘Final 
Phase’ burials?  
 
3. EITHER How do archaeologists establish the status of rural settlements? OR Can we trace 
archaeologically the increasing exploitation of the Middle Anglo-Saxon landscape? 
 
4. How similar was Hamwic to other Anglo-Saxon wics?  
 
5. What was the function of silver coinage in this period?  
 
6. What do the contents of the St Cuthbert burial tell us about cultural influences in Northumbrian 
Christianity?  
 
7. What does female jewellery from the period reveal about cultural contacts between England and other 
regions? 
 
8. What factors shaped the location and iconography of stone crosses? 
 
9. What does the apparent uniformity of so-called ‘princely burials’ tell us about elite power in this period?  
 
10. In what ways does the material culture of Anglo-Saxon England show an ‘overt affiliation with 
Christian Rome’? You may, if you wish, limit your answer to one body of evidence. 
 
11. Assess the diverse archaeological evidence for increasing social stratification at the turn of the 7th 
century.  
 
12. What is the archaeological evidence for ecclesiastical connections between Anglo-Saxon England and 
Ireland?  
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