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SECOND PUBLIC EXAMINATION

HONOUR SCHOOL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
Paper 6¢ Old Norse

HONOUR SCHOOL OF HISTORY AND ENGLISH
Literature in English Old Norse

TRINITY TERM 2019
Thursday, 23 May, 9.30 am — 12.30pm

Time allowed — Three hours

Answer Question 1 and two others. You should pay attention in your answers to
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same
text in more than one essay.

Do not turn over until told to do so.



1. Translate three of the following passages, adding brief notes on any points of
literary and/or linguistic interest.

a)

b)

c)

Hrafnkell foerdi nu bu sitt austr yfir Fljétsdalsheidi ok um pveran Fljétsdal fyrir
austan Lagarfljét. Vid vatnsbotninn stdd einn litill boer, sem hét at Lokhillu.
petta land keypti Hrafnkell i skuld, pvi at eigi var kostrinn meiri en purfti til
bushluta at hafa. A petta 16gdu menn mikla umrcedu, hversu hans ofsi hafdi
nidr fallit, ok minnisk nd margr a fornan ordskvid, at skomm er 6hofs zevi.
petta var skdgland mikit ok mikit merkjum, vant at hisum, ok fyrir pat efni
keypti hann landit litlu verdi. En Hrafnkell sa ekki mjok i kostnad ok felldi
morkina, pvi at hon var stor, ok reisti par reisiligan boe, pann er sidan hét 4
Hrafnkelsstodum. Hefir pat sidan verit kalladr jafnan gédor beer. Bjé Hrafnkell
par vid mikil 6hoegindi in fyrstu misseri. Hann hafdi mikinn atdratt at
fiskinum. Hrafnkell gekk mjok at verknadi medan beer var i smidi. Hrafnkell
dro a vetr kalf ok kid in fyrstu misseri, ok hann helt vel, sva at neer lifdi
hvatvetna pat, er til dbyrgdar var. Matti svd at kveda, at naliga veeri tvau
hofud a hverju kvikindi.

‘Syster var ykkor
Svanhildr um heitin
su er l6rmunrekkr
i6m um traddi
hvitom ok svortom
a hervegi

gram, gangtémom
Gotna hrossom.

‘Eptir er ykr prungit,
biédkonunga —

lifid einir ér

patta settar minnar.

‘Einsteed em ek ordin
sem 6sp i holti,

fallin af froendom
sem fura at kvisti,
vadin at vilia

sem vior at laufi,

pba er in kvistskceda
keomr um dag varman.

b

Freyr kvad:

I Gymis gordom
ek s& ganga

mér tida mey:
armar lysto

en af padan

alt lopt ok 16gr.
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Maeer er mer tidari
en mann[i] hveim
ungom i ardaga.
Asa ok élfa

pat vill engi madr
at vit sat[t] sém.

Skirnir kvad:

Mar gefdu mér pa,

pann er mik um myrkvan beri
visan vafrloga,

ok pat sverd

er sialft vegiz

vid i0tna att.

Freyr kvad:

Mar ek pér pann gef

er pik um myrkvan berr
visan vafrloga,

ok pat sverd

er sialft mun vegaz

— ef s& er horskr er hefir!

d) En madr hét borsteinn surtr, hann vas breidfirzkr, sonr Hallsteins bPorolfssonar
Mostrarskeggja landndmamanns ok Oskar borsteinsdéttur ens rauda. Hann
dreymdi pat, at hann hygdisk vesa at [6gbergi, pa es par vas fjolmennt, ok
vaka, en hann hugdi alla menn adra sofa. En sidan hugdisk hann sofna, en
hann hugdi b4 alla adra vakna. Pann draum réd Osyfr Helgasonr, médurfadir
Gellis borkelssonar, sva at allir menn myndi pdgn varda, medan hann maelti at
I6gbergi, en sidan es hann pagnadi, at pa myndi allir pat réma es hann hefdi
meelt. En peir varu badir spakir menn mjok. En sidan es menn kvému til pings,
ba leitadi hann pess rads at l6gbergi, at et sjaunda hvert sumar skyldi auka
viku ok freista, hvé pa hlyddi. En sva sem Osyfr réd drauminn, pa véknudu
allir menn vid pat vel, ok vas pa pegar i l16g leitt at radi borkels mana ok
annarra spakra manna.

e) En pa er Pérr lagdi upp ararnar, greiddi hann til vad heldr sterkjan ok eigi var
ongullinn minni eda éramligri. bar Iét Porr koma 4 6ngulinn oxahofudit ok
kastadi fyrir bord, ok for ongullinn til grunns. Ok er pa sva satt at segja at
engu ginti Pérr minnr Midgardsorm en Utgardaloki hafdi spottat bor pd er
hann hof orminn upp a hendi sér. Midgardsormr gein yfir oxahdfudit en
ongullinn va i gdminn orminum. En er ormrinn kendi pess, bra hann vid sva
hart at badir hnefar bérs skullu Ut a bordinu. ba vard borr reidr ok foerdisk i
asmegin, spyrndi vid sva fast at hann hljop badum fétum gégnum skipit ok
spyrndi vid grunni, dré pa orminn upp at bordi. En pat ma segja en engi hefir
sa sét dgurligar sjonir er eigi matti pat sja er porr hvesti augun @ orminn, en
ormrinn stardi nedan i mot ok blés eitrinu.

TURN OVER
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2. EITHER
a) ‘Skomm er 6hofs &vi’ [‘Short is the life of pride’] (Hrafnkels saga).

Is this the moral of Hrafnkels saga?

OR
b) ‘Ek hygg pat hégoma at trua a god’ [‘I think it folly to trust in gods’] (Hrafnkels
saga).

Write on attitudes towards paganism and pagan gods in Hrafnkels saga AND/OR any
other Icelandic texts.

3. ‘There is nothing sacred here whatsoever: we are dealing with lust, bribes, magic
and threats, but not with love and marriage, even less with the mythical union of
heaven and earth’ (RUDOLF SIMEK).

Do you agree with this assessment of Skirnismal?

4. EITHER

a) ‘Kveld lifir madr ekki
eptir kvio norna’
(‘No man outlives the evening after the Norns’ decree’)
(Hamadismal)

Write on fate in Hamdismal AND/OR any other Old Norse texts you have read.

OR
b) ‘Fratricide is endemic in heroic poetry’. Do you agree?

5. ‘bat mon verda satt, es vér slitum 1 sundr 16gin, at vér monum slita ok fridinn’ [ ‘It
will prove true, that if we tear apart the law, we will also tear apart the peace’]
(Islendingabdk).

Discuss the role of the law in slendingabok, AND/OR with reference to any other
sagas you have read.

6. ‘Ok er hann sésk meir um pa stendr hann ti 4 sléttum velli, sér pa gnga holl ok
onga borg’ [*‘And when he looks around further, he is standing outside on a flat plain,
and sees no hall and no fortress’] (Gylfaginning).

EITHER a) Write on deception AND/OR perspective in Gylfaginning.

OR b) How important is place to any saga(s) you have read?

7. ‘Gellir, fadir peira borkels, fodur Brands, ok borgils, fodur mins, en ek heitik Ari’
[‘Gelliy, father of borkell, Brandr’s father, and of Porgils my father, and I am called
Ari’] (Islendingabok).

Write on the significance of genealogy AND/OR gender in any Icelandic poetry or
prose that you have read.
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8. ‘Eddic poetry was compelling because it effectively evoked the voices of the
ancient past’ (BRITTANY SCHORN).

How important is voice AND/OR dialogue to any Eddic poetry you have read?

9. EITHER
a) Write a linguistic commentary on any two of the passages set for translation in this

paper.

OR
b) Write on poetic metre in ANY ONE OF MORE Eddic poem(s).
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