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___________________________________________________________________________ 

ANSWER ONE QUESTION FROM EACH SECTION. 

 

EACH PIECE OF WRITTEN WORK SHOULD BE 2000–2500 WORDS, 

INCLUDING FOOTNOTES, BUT EXCLUDING BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
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SECTION A (commentary) WRITE A CRITICAL COMMENTARY ON ONE OF 

THE FOLLOWING EXTRACTS, FOCUSING ON ONE OR MORE OF THE 

FOLLOWING: 

Layout; 

Scribal practice; 

Glossing and/or annotation; 

Copying, compilation and readership; 

Textual transmission; 

Editorial practice. 

 

1. Nowell Codex, fol. 101(BL175)v 

<http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=cotton_ms_vitellius_a_xv_f101v>; 

compare Three Old English Prose Texts in MS Cotton Vitellius A. xv, ed. Stanley I. Rypins, 

EETS OS 161 (London: EETS, 1924, rptd. 1971), p. 57. 

 

2. Auchinleck manuscript, fol. 317va  <auchinleck.nls.uk>; compare Horn childe and Maiden 

Rimnild, ed. from the Auchinleck MS, National Library of Scotland, Advocates’ MS 19.2.1, 

ed. by Maldwyn Mills, Middle English Texts 20 (Heidelberg: Winter, 1988), p. 83. 
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SECTION B (essay) 

 

1. To what extent are medieval manuscript-compilations planned, rather than simply 

random? Illustrate with AT LEAST TWO manuscripts of your acquaintance. 

 

2. To what extent do illustrations illuminate the text, or vice versa? Discuss with reference 

to AT LEAST ONE text of your acquaintance. 

 

3. Compare the different real or implied audience(s) of inscribed objects and manuscript 

texts. 

 

4. What range of reasons might explain glossing, capitalization or punctuation? Pick one 

or more of these aspects, and give a range of examples. 

 

5. Why might the same medieval text appear in different contexts in manuscript or 

otherwise? 

 

6. ‘The introduction of error into the transmitted text is often regarded as a random and 

unpredictable phenomenon related to human frailty’ (L. NEIDORF).  

What other alternatives are there? Give specific examples. 

 

7. Consider the value of codicological evidence with respect to AT LEAST TWO 

manuscripts. 
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