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SECOND PUBLIC EXAMINATION

HONOUR SCHOOL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
Paper 6¢ and B15 Old Norse

HONOUR SCHOOL OF HISTORY AND ENGLISH
Literature in English Old Norse

TRINITY TERM 2016
Friday, 27 May, 9.30am — 12.30pm

Time allowed — Three hours

Answer Question 1 and fwo others. You should pay attention in your answers to
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same

text in more than one essay.

Do not turn over until told to do so.




1. Translate three of the following passages, adding brief notes on any points of

literary and/or linguistic interest.

(2)

Sémr var par viku ok hvildi sik. Sidan segir hann peim
vidskipti peira Hrafnkels ok beidir pd breedr 4sj4 ok lidsinnis
enn sem fyrr.

Porgeirr hafdi meir svor fyrir peim bredrum i pat sinni,
kvazk fjarri sitja, — ‘er langt 4 milli vir. Péttumsk vér allvel i
hendr bér bia, 40r vér gengum fra, svd at pér hefdi hagt verit -
at halda. Hefir bat farit eptir pvi, sem ek =tlada, pa er bt gaft
Hrafnkeli Iif, at pess mundir pu mest idrask. Fystum vit pik,

* at b skyldir Hrafnkel af lifi taka, en bt vildir r4da. Er pat nt

" audsét, hverr vizkumunr ykkarr hefir ordit, er hann Iét pik sitja
i fridi ok leitadi par fyrst 4, er hann gat pann af rddit, er honum

. pbotti bér vera meiri madr. Megum. vit ekki hafa at bessu
gzfuleysi pitt. Er okkr ok ekki svd mikil fyst at deila vid:
Hrafnkel, at vit nennim at leggja par vid virding okkra optar. ,
En bjsda’ viljum vit pér hingat med skuldalid pitt allt undir
okkarn draburd, ef pér pykkir hér skapraunarminna en i ndnd
Hrafpkeli” ) :

® - b4 kvad pat Erpr
. €ino sinni
—mazrr um lék
‘4 mars baki—
“IlIt er blaudom hal
{brautir kenna.’
iK680 hardan miok
thornung vera.

i Drégo peir 6r skidi
tskidiiarn,

-mzkis eggiar,

at mun flagdi:

- pverdo peir prétt sinn
at pridiungi,

léto mog ungan

til moldar hniga.

Skéko loda,
skalmir festo,

ok godbornir -
smugo { gudvefi.

Fram ligo brautir:
fundo véstigo

ok systor son

saran 4 meidi, .
vargtré vindkold
vestan beeiar.

Trytti  trono hvot—
titt varat bida.
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(d)
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Gerdr kvad:
Heill ver pt nt heldr, sveinn,
ok tak vid hrimkalki
fullom forns miadar
'—p6 hafa ¢k pat ztlat,
at myndak aldregi
unna vaningia vel.

Skirnir kvad:
Orindi min
vil ek oll vita,
a0r ek rida heim hedan:
n&r bu 4 pingi
. munt enom proska
nenna Niardar syni.

Gerdr kvad:
- Barri heitir,
- er vit badi vitom,
* " lundr lognfara.
: En ept nztr nio
~ . Jpar mun Niarda[r} syni-
> ' Gerdr unna gamans.

Kap. III

. : Frd alpingis setning

Alpingi var sett at rdi Ijlﬂjé_ts og-allra landsmanna, par er
nd er; en 43r var bing 4 Kjalarnesi, pat er Porsteinn Ingblfs
sonr landndmamanns, fadir Porkels méana 16gsdgumanns, hafdi
bar, ok hofdingjar peir er at pvi hurfu. En madr hafdi sekr
ofBit of praels mord eda leysings, si er land atti { Blaskégum.
Hann. er nefndr Périr kroppinskeggi, en déttursonr hans er

~kallaBr Porvaldr kroppinskeggi, s4 es f6r sidan { Austfjordu ok

brendi par inni Gunnar brédur sinn. Sva sagdi Hallr Orcekjuson.
En s& hét Kolr, er myrdr var; vid hann er kend gi4 st er par
er kollut sfdan Kolsgjs, sem hrein fundusk. ILand pat vard
sidan allsherjarfé; en pat 16gdu landsmenn til alpingis neyzlu,

'Af bvi er par almenning at vida til alpingis 1 skégum ok 4 heium

hagi til hrossa hafnar. Pat sagdi Ulfhedinn oss; ‘
Své hafa ok spakir menn sagt, at 4 Lx vetra yrdi Island albygt,
sv4 at eigi veri meirr sian. T - ‘

TURN OVER
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- Pé-er gudin véru ordin-honum:svi reifsent vn-var, Hljép
hann 4 braut ok fal sik { fjalli nokkveru, gerdi:par his ok £jorar
dyrr at hann métti sja or hisinu-4 allar 4ttir, En‘opt um:dagabra

“hann sér i laxliki ok falsk pé-par -sem-heitir. Eranan,
 hugsa®i hann fyrir sérhverja vel ABsirmundu-tilfin
-{ forsinum. En er hann sat { hiisinu ték-hann:lingarn:o
 rxnasvd sem net.er sidan. En eldrbrannfyrichonum
' at-Bsir 4ttu skamt til hans ok hafdi Ofinn;sét-0r-HIOs:
hvarhann'var. Hann-hljop begarupp.ok dtidnaok astaGinetini
fram 4 eldinn. En er Asir koma til-hissins b gek inn-er
allra var vitrastr, er Kvasir heitir. Ok-er -hann sd
folskann:er netit hafGi brunnit bd skildi-hann at patmu
til-at taka fiska, ok sagdi. Asunum. Pvinast i
net eptir pvi.sem beir s4 4 folska at Lokt haf

net Asir til 4rinnar.ok kastametl
ob o e s net

2. EITHER ﬁ
(a) “Var nu skipan 4 komin 4 lund hans’. How significant is this observation for a
reading of Hrafnkels saga? ‘

OR

(b) ‘Hrafnkels saga is constructed with remarkable care: there are no loose ends, no
uncertainties; no irregularities in the narrative’. Discuss any part of this statement.

3. EITHER
(a) “The heroic ideal is rigorously interrogated and indeed problematized in
Hamdismdl’. Do you agree?

OR

(b) ‘In Hamdismdl, fate is the strongest force in operation’. Discuss, with reference to
any other Eddic poem(s) if you wish.

4. Discuss the interplay of question and answer in Skirnismdl (and you may if you
wish compare Skirnismdl in this respect with any other Eddic poem(s) you have read).

5. “Eddic poetry does not concern itself with setting or context: the focus is always on
action or agent or both’. Discuss any part of this statement, with reference to ANY
ONE OR MORE Eddic poems.

6. ‘Ari’s abiding concern throughout [slendingabdk is not so much the shift from

paganism to Christianity, but rather, its entailment: the shift from orality to literacy’.
Discuss.
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7. EITHER
(a) Discuss the use of either the frame narrative or the tripartite interlocutor in the
parts of Snorri’s Gylfaginning you have read.

OR
(b) Write on Snorri’s use of verse in his account of Ragnarésk.

8. EITHER

(a) Write a linguistic commentary on any two of the passages set for translation on
this paper. ‘

OR

(b) Write on the metre of any Eddic poem(s) you have read.
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