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FINAL HONOUR SCHOOL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
Course IT Paper 5 (a): The Material Text
Hilary Term 2016

ANSWER ONE QUESTION FROM EACH SECTION.

EACH PIECE OF WRITTEN WORK SHOULD BE 2000-2500 WORDS,
INCLUDING FOOTNOTES, BUT EXCLUDING BIBLIOGRAPHY.




SECTION A (commentary) WRITE A CRITICAL COMMENTARY ON ONE OF
THE FOLLOWING EXTRACTS, FOCUSING ON ONE OR MORE OF THE
FOLLOWING:

e Layout;

e Scribal practice;

¢ Glossing and/or annotation;

¢ Copying, compilation and readership;

e Textual transmission;

e Editorial practice.

1. Exeter Book, fol. 112r [the facsimile can be accessed via the electronic edition of B. J.
Muir, The Exeter Anthology of Old English Poetry, DVD (Liverpool: Liverpool University
Press, 2006); copies are available to be borrowed from the EFL]; compare G. P. Krapp and E.
V. K. Dobbie, eds., The Exeter Book. Anglo-Saxon Poetic Records 3 (New York: Columbia

University Press, 1936), pp. 112—13.

2. Auchinleck manuscript, fol. 300ra <auchinleck.nls.uk>; compare A. Laskaya and E.
Salisbury, eds., The Middle English Breton Lays (Kalamazoo: TEAMS, 1995), pp. 27-28
(lines 39-82) [also at http://d.lib.rochester.edu/teams/text/laskaya-and-salisbury-middle-

english-breton-lays-sir-orfeo]
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u2 THE PHOENTX JULIANA 113

forS butas ende, Nes his {rym® afre, agan cardinga  alme Jetitie,

8@38&3 Peab he an eorpan ber brucan blmddags, blandem et mitem
.v:.wu.ﬂhmha bhad cenaed @y«.—ﬂ £75 geseon sigora frean  sine fine,
640 in middangeard, hwepre his meabta sped ond him lof singan  laude perenpe,

heah ofer heoforum  halig wunade,
dom ynbryre. Peah he deapes cwealm
on rode treow  reinan scedlde,
pearlic wit¢, be py priddan dege

645 miter liccs hryre  1if eft onfeng
purh feder fultum, Swa fenix beama$,
geong in geardum, godbearnes mesht,
bonae he of ascan  eft onwemel
in lifes lif, leownum gepungen.

650 Swa. ss heelend us  helpe gefremede
Jurh his lices gedal, Bf butan ende,
swa se fugel swetum  bis fipru tu
ond wynsumum  wyrtum gefylies,
fegrum foldwastmum, bonne sfysed bis.

$55  p=t sindon pa word, swa us gewritu secgad,
hisopor haligra, pe him to heofenum bif,
to pam mildan gode, mod efysed
in dreama dream, ber hi dryhins to giefe
worda ond weorcz wynsumne stenc

660 in pa mers gesceaft  meotude bringa®,
ip peet lechte lif. Sy him lof symle
purh woruld worulda, ond wuldres bled,
ar ond ¢mwald, in pam uplican
roders. rice. He is on ryht cyning

665 middangeardes ond megenprymmes,
sruldre biwunden in beve whtigan byrig.
HafaB us alyfed lucis anctor
Pt we motun her  merueri,
goddmdum begictan  gandia in oclo,

670 Peer we molun maxiraa regua
secan ond gesittan  sedibus altis,
lifgan in tisse  lucis et pacis,

548 oowened] op wecned 650 belpe] elpa 667 suctor] abewr
670 motun) matum

eadge mid englum. Alleluia

JULIANA

Hwat! We Szt byrdon  hzle® eahtian,
deman dedbwaie, pette in dagum gelamp
Maximianes, se geond middapgeard,
arleas cyning, eahtnysse abof,

§ cwealde cristne men, «ircan fylde,

geat on greswong  godhergendra, .
hxpen hildfruma, haligra bled,
ryhtfremmendra.  Wes his rice brad,
wid and weorblic  ofer werpeode,

100 lytesns ofer ealne  yrmenne grund.
Foren =fter burgum, swa he biboden hzide,
begnas prySfulle.  Oft hi brece rerdon,
dedum gedwolene, pa pe dryhtnes =

 feodon purh firencredt.  Feandscype rerdon,

Y5 hofon hepengield, halge cwelmdon,
breotun bocereftge, barndon gecorcre,
g=ston godes cempan  gave ond lige.

Sum was mhiwelig ®peles cynnes
rice gerefa, Rordburgum weeld,

20 gard weardade oftast symle
ia pere ceastre  Comumiedia,
heold hordgestreon. it he hiepengield
ofer word godes, weoh gesohte
neode geneahhe,  Wes him noma cenned
25 Heliseus, heide ealdordom
micelne ond rmzrne.  Pa his med ongon

73 aloz] elma Tetitin leti tig 674 mitem} mitten
& godhergendra) god hergenda 12 O] of 16 daradon) heedon
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Orfeo was a king,
In Inglond an heighe lording,
A stalworth man and hardi bo;
Large and curteys he was also.
His fader was comen of King Pluto,
And his modet of King Juno,
That sum time were as godes yhold
For aveniours thal thai dede and told.
This king sojournd in Traciens,
That was a cité of noble defens —
For Winchester was cleped tho
Traciens, withouten no.

The king hadde a quen of priis
That was y-cleped Dame Heurodis,
The fairest levedi, {or the nones,
That might gon on bodi and bones,
Ful of love and godenisse —

Ac ro man may telle hir fairnise.

Bifel so in the comessing of May
When miri and hot is the day,

And oway beth winter schours,
And gveri feld is ful of flours,
And blosme breme on everi hough
Over al wexeth miri anought,
Thiséch quen, Dame Heurodis
Tok to maidens of priis,

And went in an undrentide

Ta play bi an orchardside,

To se the floures sprede and spring
And o here the foules sing.

Thal sett hem doun al thre

Under a fair ympe-tre,

And wel sone this falr quene

aa

“Fel on slepe opon the grene.
The maidens durst hir nought awake, - -

Bot lete hir ligge and rest take.

So sche slepe il after none,

That underiide was al y-done.

Ac, s sone as schie gan zwake,

Sche crid, and lothl] bere gan make;
Sche froted hir honden and hir fete,
And crached hir visage — it bled wele —
Hir riche robe hye al two-rett

And was reveyd ‘out of hir wii,




SECTION B (essay)

1. How far can we assess the accuracy of individual scribes?

2. To what extent is genre reflected in the material text?

3. What can we learn from the design and layout of multilingual manuscripts?

4, ‘[O]rality and literacy exist in a continuum ... [and] the shift from one mode of

thought and reception to another required the invention of significant manuscript
space’ (KATHERINE O’BRIEN O’KEEFE). Discuss.

5. Why are some medieval texts found in many different contexts?

6. What criteria might determine the best way to edit a text, and how have modern
possibilities for presentation increased the range of options?

7. ‘[Vl]ernacular book illustration is a privileged window on how artists worked when a
unique opportunity or challenge crossed their desks’ (KATHRYN KERBY-

FULTON). Describe some examples of such unique opportunities or challenges.
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