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SECOND PUBLIC EXAMINATION

HONOUR SCHOOL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
COURSE II
Paper 6¢ and B15S Old Norse

HONOUR SCHOOL OF HISTORY AND ENGLISH
Old Norse

TRINITY TERM 2015
Friday, 29 May, 9.30am — 12.30pm

Time allowed — Three hours

Answer Question 1 and two others. You should pay attention in your answers to
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same

text in more than one essay.

Do not turn over until told to do so.



1. Translate three of the following passages, adding brief notes on any points of
literary and/or linguistic interest.

(a)

Sdmr svarar: “T'v4 kosti geri ek pér, Hrafnkell. S4 annarr, at
pik skal leida 6r gardi brott ok bd menn, sem mér lfkar, ok vera
drepinn. En.med bvf at bt 4tt 6megd mikla fyrir at sj4, pa vil
ck pess unna pér, at b sjdir par fyrir. Ok ef p vilt Iif piggja,
b4 far b af Adalboli med allt 1id pitt ok haf p4 eina fémuni, er
ek skef pér, ok mun pat hardla litit, en ek skal taka stadfestu
bina ok mannaforrdd allt. Skaltu aldri tilkall veita né pinir
erfingjar. Hvergi skaltu nzr vera en fyrir austan Fljétsdalsheidi,
ok mittu nd eiga handsol vid mik, ef b vilt berina upp taka.’
Hrafnkell malti: ‘Morgum mundi betr pykkja skjétr daudi
‘en slikar hrakningar, en mér mun fara sem morgum gdrum,
at lifit mun ek kjdsa, ef kostr er. Geri ek pat mest sokum sona
minna, pvf at litil mun vera uppreist peira, ef ek dey frs.’

bé er Hrafnkell leystr, ok seldi hann Sdmi sjélfdeemi.

Sdmr skipti Hrafnkeli af £é slikt, er hann vildi, ok var pat.
raunarlitit. Spjét sitt hafdi Hrafnkell med sér, en ekki fleira

vipna. Penna dag ferdi Hrafnkell sik brott af Adalbéli ok allt
sitt folk.

(b)

P4 b4du inir kristnu menn Hall 4 Sidu, at hann skyldi log
peirra upp segja, pau er kristninni skyldi fylgja; en hann leys.tisk
pvi undan vid ba, at hann keypti at Porgeiri 16gsogumanni, at
hann skyldi upp segja, en hann var enn ba heifinn. En si?)'ax}
er menn kému 1 b6dir, b4 lagBisk hann nidr Porgeirr, ok breiddi
feld sinn 4 sik, ok hvildi pann dag allan ok néttina eptir, ok kvad

‘ekki ord; en of morguninn eptir settisk hann upp, ok g@rdi ord,
at menn skyldi ganga til logbergis. '

En b4 héf hann télu sina upp, er menn kému par, ok sagax:
at honum pétti p4 komit hag manna i énytt efni, ef menn skyldi
eigi hafa allir 16g ein 4 landi hér, ok taldi fyr ménnum & marga
vega, at pat skyldi eigi 1ata verda, ok sagdi, at pat myndi at pvx
6setti ver8a, er visa van var, at per barsmidir ggrdisk 4 milli
manna, er landit eyddisk af. Haun sagdi fra pvi, at konungax:
6r Norvegi ok é6r Danmorku hofou haft 6frid ok orrust_u? & mﬂh
sin langa ti0, til pess unz landsmenn g@grdu frid 4 milli peirra,
bétt peir vildi eigi. En pat rad gordisk sv4, at af stundu sendusk
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(©)

(d)

Hitt kvad pa Hamair,

inn hugomstdri:

‘Litt myndir pa p4,
Gudrin,

leyfa dad Hogna,

er peir Sigurd

svefni or vokdo—

saztu 4 bed,

en banar hlégo.

‘Beekr véro pinar,
inar blahvito,
“ofnar volondom—
fluto { vers dreyra.

Svalt pa Sigurdr,
saztu yfir daudom,
glyio pt né gadir—
Gunnarr bér své vildi.

- ‘Atla péttiz pu strida
at Erps mordi

ok at Eitils aldrlagi—
pat var pér enn verra.
Sva skyldi hverr gdrom
veria til aldrlaga

sverdi sarbeito

at sér né striddit.’

Epli ellifyfs

hér hefi ek algullin—

pau mun ek pér, Gerdr, gefa,
frid at kaupa—

at pu pér Frey kvedir
6leidastan at lifa.

Gerdr kvad:
Epli ellilyfs
ek pigg aldregi
at mannzkis munom,
né vit Frey[r],
medan okkart fior lifir,
byggiom bxdi saman.

Skirnir kvad:
Baug ek pér pa gef,
pann er brendr var
med ungom Odins syni.
Atta ero iafnhofgir,
er af dritipa
ena niundo hveriz nétt.

Gerdr kvad:
Baug ek pikkak—
pott brendr sé
med ungom Odins syni.
Era mér gullz vant
i goroom Gymis,
at deila fé fodur.

TURN OVER



()

‘En er pessi tidindi verda ba stendr upp Heimdallr ok bleess
akafliga i Gjallarhorn ok vekr upp oll gudin ok eiga pau bing
saman. P4 ridr OBinn til Mimis brunns ok tekr 148 af Mimi fyrir sér
ok sinu 1i&i. P4 skelfr askr Yggdrasils ok engi hlutr er pd 6ttalauss 4
himni eda jordu. Asir herveda sik ok allir einherjar ok scekja fram
4 volluna. Ridr fyrstr O8inn med gullhjalm ok fagra brynju ok geir
sinn er Gungpnir heitir. Stefnir hann méti Fenrisdlf, en Pérr fram 4
adra hlid honum ok m4 hann ekki duga honum pviat hann hefir
fullt fang at berjask vid MidgarSsorm. Freyr bersk moti Surti ok
verdr hardr samgangr 40r Freyr fellr. Pat verdr hans bani er hann
missir bess hins géda sverds er hann gaf Skirni. P4 er ok lauss
ordinn hundrinn Garmr er bundinn er fyrir Gripahelli. Hann er it
mesta forad. Hann 4 vig méti T ok verdr hvarr gdrum at bana.
Pérr berr banaord af Midardsormi ok stigr padan braut niu fet. Pa
fellr hann daudr til jardar fyrir eitri pvi er ormrinn blass 4 hann.
Ulfrinn gleypir Odin. Verdr bat hans bani. En pegar eptir snysk
fram Vidarr ok stigr gdrum feeti { nedra keypt ulfsins. o

2. EITHER: “In paring down to a minimum his own judgement on and analysis of
character and action, the author of Hrafnkels saga was in fact providing a
text designed to provoke debate, discussion and disagreement amongst its
audience”.

OR: “Whenever the author of Hrafnkels saga engages with the pagan
elements in his story, the narrative falls into inconsistency, ambiguity or
obscurity quite at odds with the well-oiled clockwork of the rest of his
narrative”.

3. EITHER: How might knowledge of any of the analogues of Hamdismdl
enhance our appreciation of the poem?
OR: “In spite of its poor state of preservation, Hamdismdl presents a text
strongly unified by its underlying metaphors and missing no crucial
elements”. Discuss any part of this statement.

4. EITHER: “The figure and identity of Gerdr is key to an understanding of
Skirnismdl”. Do you agree?
OR: Whose munr (will) is gratified in Skirnismdl?

5. “Most of the motivating forces in eddic poetry — the relentless pursuit of
revenge, wisdom, sex, or fame — involve characters and events inimical to the
modern reader”. Discuss any part of this quotation with reference to any
eddic poem(s] you have read.
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6. “It is impossible to assign Ari’s [slendingabdk to any one genre: it is a complex
blend of history, social myth and saga”. Consider Ari’s work in relation to any
one-or more of these genres.

7. EITHER: “Snorri’s Gylfaginning is a not altogether successful patchwork of his
very different sources.” Consider either the problems associated with any of
Snorri’s possible sources, or, any discontinuities in the parts of Gylfaginning
you have read.

OR: “Snorri the historian recorded events in real time; mythic time presented
him with much greater chalienges”. Discuss.

8. EITHER Write a linguistic commentary on any two of the passages set for

translation on this paper.
OR: Write on any aspect of Old Norse syntax which interests you.
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