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SECOND PUBLIC EXAMINATION

HONOUR SCHOOL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
COURSE 1 AND COURSE II

Paper 8 (h) (iv) and B1S Old Norse

TRINITY TERM 2013
Friday, 24 May, 9.30 am ~ 12.30 pm

Time allowed — Three hours

Answer Question 1 and fwo others, You should pay attention in your answers to
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same
text in more than one essay.

Do not turn over until told to do so.
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(a)

(b)

' (e)
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Translate three of the following passages, adding brief notes on any points of

literary and/or linguistic interest.

Samr svarar: “T'v4 kosti geri ek pér, Hrafnkell. 54 annarr, at
pik skal leida ér-gardi brott ok pd menn, sem miér likar, ok vera
drepinn. En med pvi at bu ¢t dmegd mikla fyrir at sjd, pd vil
ck pess unna pér, at bu sjhir par fyrir. Ok ef pa vile lif piggja, .
p4 far pia af Adalbéli med allt 1id pitt ok haf bé eina fémuni, er
ek skef pér, ok mun pat hardla litit, en ek skal taka stadfestu
pima ok mannaforrdd allt, Skaltu aldri tilkall veita né binir
erfingjar. Hvergi skaltu nzr veraen fyrir austan Fljétsdalsheidi,
ok méttu nii eiga handsol vid mik, ¢f pa vilt penna upp taka’

Hrafnkell mzlti: ‘Morgum mundi betr pykkja skjétr daudi

en slikar hrakningar, en mér mun fara sem morgum ¢drum,
* at lifit mun ek kjdsa, ef kostr er, Geri ck pat mest sokum sona
minna, pvi at litil mun vera uppreist peira, ef ek dey frs.

D4 er Hrafnkell leystr, ok seldi hann Sdmi sjélfdeemi.

P4 melir Gangleri: ‘Hafa nokkvor meiri tidindi ordit med
Asunum? Allmikit prekvirki vann Pérr { pessi ferd.’

Hir svarar: ‘Vera mun at segja fra peim tidindum et meira p6tti
vert Asunum. En pat er upphaf bessar spgu at Baldr inn gdda
dreymdi drauma stéra ok hettliga um lif sitt. En er hann sagdi

Asunum draumana b4 béru beir saman rad sin, ok var pat gert at -

beida griﬁa Baldri fyrir als konar haska, ok Frigg tok svardaga til
pess at eira skyldu Baldri eldr ok vatn, jirn ok alls konar malmr,

steinar, jor8in, vidirnir, séttirnar, dyrin, fuglarnir, eitr, ormar. En
" er petta var gert ok vitat, pd.var pat skemtun Baldrs ok Asanna at

hann skyldi standa upp & bingum en allir adrir skyldu sumir skjéta
4 hann, sumir hoggva til, sumir berja grjéti. En hvat sem at var
geft, saka8i hann ekki, ok bétti petta gllum mikill frami. En er
petta sa Loki Laufeyjarson pd likadi honum illa er Baldr sakadi
ekki. Hann gekk til Fensalar til Friggjar ok brd sér i konu liki. P4
spyrr Frigg ef s kona vissi hvat Aisit hofSusk at 4 pinginu. Hon
sagdi at allir skutu at Baldri, ok bat at hann sakadi ekki.

En madr hét Porsteinn surtr; hann var breiffirzkr, sonr Hall-
steins Pérélfs sonar Mostrarskeggja, landndmamanns, ok Oskar
Porsteins déttur ins rauda. Hann dreymdi bat, at hann hygdisk
vera at 16gbergi, b4 er bar var fjélment, ok vaka, en hann hugdi
afla menn adra sofa; en sidan hugdisk hann sofna, en hann hugdi
P4 alla menn adra vakna. Pann draum 1é3 Osvifr Helgason,
ri6éGurfadir Cellis Porkelssonar §vé, at allir menn myndi bign.
var8a,! medan hann meltiat logbergi, en siffan, er hann pagnadi,
at b4 myndi allir pat réma, er hann hefdi melt. En peir viru
badir spakir menn mjok. En sidan er menn kému til pings, b4
leitadi hann bess rads at loghergi, at it sjauunda hvert sumar
skyldi auka viku, ok freista, hvé pa hlyddi. En svd sem Osvifr
réd drauminn, b4 viknudy alliv menn vid Ppat vel, ok var b4 pat
pegar i log leitt at r40i Porkels ména ok annarra spa.kra manna.
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Segia foro ..

Tormunrekki,

at sénir voro .

seggir undir hidlmom:

‘Reedid ér um rdd—

rikir ero komnir!

Fyr nidtkom hafid ér
MONNOMm

mey um tradda.’

HI6 pa Tgrimmunrekky,
hendi drap 4 kampa,
beiddiz at brengo,
bobvadiz at vini,
skok hann skor iarpa,
s4 4 skigld hvitan,
_1ét hann sér { hendi
hvarfa ker gullit.

‘Szl ek ba peettomk,

ef ek sid knatia -

Hamdi ok Serla

i hollo minni.

Buri mynda ek pd binda -
med boga strengiom, - |
godborn Gidka.

festa 4 galga.’ -

ba reid Skirnir heim. Freyr
stéd ati ok kvaddi hann ok
spurdi tiddinda;

Segdu mér bat, Skirnir—
40r ba verpir spdli af mar
ok pu stigir feti framarr—
hvat pii arnadir

‘i iptunheima

pins eda mins munar.

Skirnir kvad:
“Barri heitir,
er vit badi vitom,
lundr lognfara.
En ept netr nio
par mun Niardar syni
Gerdr unna gamans.”

Freyr kvad:
Long er nott—
langar ro tvaer—
hvé um preyiak priar?
Opt mér manadi
minni pétt
en sia half hynott.
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2. EITHER: (a) “Hrafnkel is represented as guilty of tragic terror, not of wickedness;
he is punished more than his due, and in the end the balance is redressed, and his
arrogant conqueror 1s made to accept Hrafnkel’s terms”.

Do you agree with W.P Ker’s reading of Hrafnkels saga?

OR: (b) Hrafnkels saga is “a story clearly and symmetrically composed; it would be
too neat, indeed, if it were not that it leaves some accounts outstanding at the end”

(W.P.KER).

Address any part(s) of this judgement on the saga.

3. Do you agree with Jén Hnefill ABalsteinsson’s description of Ari’s [slendingabdk
as a “first class historical source™?

4, EITHER: (a)The poet of Hamdismdl “mixes styles, tones and registers with great
skill” (ANDY -ORCHARD). : - _

Discuss.
OR: (b) In Hamdismadl, “woman appears as a victim or pawn of heroic society...’For

Gudrin, there is grief in the past, grief in the present, and grief in the future’”
(DAVID CLARK, quoting Daniel Sivborg).

5. Turville-Petre calls Skirnismdl “a love story”. How else might one describe it?

6. Write on the interplay of dialogue and action in any Eddaic poem(s) you have read
(but do not write on Hamdismal if you have answered question 3, or on Skirnismadl if
you have answered question 4).

7. EITHER: () In Snorri’s account of Pérr’s adventures at the court of UtgarBa-Loki,
“the mystery of what Porr has been experiencing is cleared up, as much for us as for
him” (RORY McTURK).

How good is Snorri’s clear-up?

OR: (b) How effective is Snorri’s account of Ragnarck?

8. Write on ONE of the following in any Old Norse-Icelandic text(s) you have read:
imagery, allegory, symbolism, interiority, authority, drama, focalization.

9. EITHER: (a) Write a linguistic commentary on any two of the prose passages set
for translation on this paper.

OR: (b) Write on use and form of the middle voice in Old Norse

2439 LAST PAGE




