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SECOND PUBLIC EXAMINATION 

COURSE I AND COURSE n 
Paper 8 (h) and B16 Old Norse Texts 

TRINITY TERM 2009 

Monday, 18 May, 9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 

Time allowed -Three hours 

Answer Question 1 and two others. You should pay attention in your answers to 
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same 
text in more than one essay. 

Do not turn over until told to do so. 



Answer Question 1 and two others: 

1. Translate three of the following passages, adding brief notes on any points of 
literary andfor linguistic interest: 

(a) 
Nd riar Domaror til Espih6ls, ok vam menn elgl 

upp.risnir, ei peir k6mu par. Hann hitti Dbrarin ak spyrr: 
'Hverja meafera xtli per athafa, skulu PCr ngkkura sxtt bj6aa 
Gllirni um vigsmilit ?' D6rarinn svarar: 'Vant xtlu vCr pat, at 
bj6aa Glivni sxtt.' Borvarar segir: 'Hvirt er til bdit vigsmait?' 
Dbrarinn svarar: 'Ekki hefi ek til spurt, eaa hvat veiztu af?' 
Ham segir: 'Mir f6r imorgin mea i t jhda mann i milatilbfina8, 
en Gllimr sat via sCtta mann heima, ok v;eri,nli fullg66 f ~ n g  
i at rktta hlut sinn; ok pvi teksk yar litt, at Pbr geria eigi slik 
hvatmai sem Gllimr.' D6rarinn svarar: 'Ekki n e ~ i  ek at b6a 
tyllisakir hCr i m6ti.' Dorvarar segir: 'A pat er at kta, hvCt 
n~kkur  var sgkin eaa engi, i a r  Stein6lfr vak drepinn, hefir hann 
eigi fiflt konu hans? Vist xtla ek, a t  s1ik.mil Pykki eigi engis 
ve'ra.' D6rarinn svarar: 'Illt Pykki mCr mea sliku mili at fara.' 
H a m  segir: 'Hvat er slat  at tala? Kom Gllirni fyrir ngkkut, er 
ham 6helgaai Sigmund mig yavam, ok er nli ok einsxtt at 
lita eigi svi auviraask.: 36rarim segir: 'Eigi inunda ek vita, 
nema pat vzd  rha.' 

Kom bar af veidi 
vedreygr skyti. 
Slagfidr ok Egill 
sali fundo ads, 
gengo 6t ok inn 
ok um siz. 

Austr skreid Egill 
at Q ~ N ~ o ,  
en suBr Slagfidr 
at Svanhvito, 
en einn Vplundr 
sat i fJlfdplom. 

Hann s16 gull rautt 
vid gim fastan, 
lukdi hann alla 
lindbauga vel. 
Svi beid h a m  sinnar li6s[s]ar 

kvinar, 
ef hinom koma gerdi. 

Pat spyrr NiauBr, 
NiHra drbttinn, 
at einn Vplundr 
sat i iT1fdplom. 
N6ttom f6ro seg[g]er, 
negldar v610 brynior, 
skildir bliko beira 
vid enn skarBa mina. 



'KallaraBu siaan 
til knii  Pinna 
Erp nC Eitil, 
~ l re i fa  tvi- 
sCra3u siaan 
i setimiaio 
gulk mialendr 
geira skepta, 
mana meita 
nC mara keyra.' 

Ymr vara i bekkiom, 
&irr spngr viraa, 
gnfr und guhefiom: 
grCto b ~ r n  Hkna, 
nema ein Gui)&, 
er hon reva gri t  
b raor  sina berharaa 
ok buri svba, 
unga, 6fr6Ba, 
p i  er  hon via Atla gat. 

Gulli seri 
in gaglbiarta, 
hringom rauaom 
reifai hon hhskarla. 
S k ~ p  1Lt hon vaxa, 
en skiran mhlm vaaa- 
reva fi68 ekki 
giOi fiarghhsa. 

Di spurai Haraldr konungr: 'Hverju launaai Sveim 
konungr PCr dfrit?' Auaun svarar: 'Dvf, berra, at hann p4 
at rnir! Konungr sagai: 'Launat rnynda ek pCr- pvi hafa. 
Hverju launaai ham em?' Auaun svarar: 'Gaf hann rnCr 
silfr til suargpngu.' Pi segir Haraldr konungr, 'Mprgum 
rnpnnurn gefr Sveim konungr silfr til suargpngu eaa annarra 
hluta, p6tt ekki fceri honurn gersirnar. Hvat er e m  fleira?' 
'Ham bau0 rnCr', segir Auaun, 'at gerask skutilsveinn bans 
ok rnikim s6rna til m h  at leggja.' 'Vel var pat m&', 
segir konungr, 'ok launa rnyndi ham enn fleira.' Aubun 
sagai, 'Gaf ham rnCr knprr me6 farmi peirn er biigat er bezt 
varit i N6reg.' 'Bat var st6rmannligt', segir konungr, 'en 
launat rnynda ek pCr pvi hafa. Launaai hann pvi fleira?' 
Autiun sagai, 'Gaf hann rnCr learhosu fulla af silfri ok kvaa 
rnik p i  eigi fClausan, ef ek helda pvi, p6 at skip mitt bryti 
via fsland.' Konungr sagai: 'Dat var Ag;ediga gprt, ok pat 
rnynda ek ekki gprt hafa: lauss mynda ek pykkjask, ef ek 
gzefa pCr skipit. Hvirt launaai h a y  fleira?' 

DENB 2441 TURN OVER 



2. Comment on four of the following passages: 

(a) Betra er lifaum 
en s i  olifaum. 
ey getr kvikr kli: 
eld sd ek upp brenna 
auagum manni fyrir. 
en i t i  var dauar fyr dururn. 

Haltr riar hrossi. 
hjqra (ekr handarianr. 
daufr vegr ok duzir: 
blindr er betri 
en brenndr s6; 
n$r manngi nL. 

Sonr er betri. 
p6tt s i  sia of alinn, 
eptir genginn guma; 
sjaldan bautanteinar 
standa brautu ner 
nema reisi niar at nib. 

~ q e i r  ro eins herjar; 
tunga er hqfuas bani: 
er mir i heain hvern 
handar veni. 

Oddr svara?ii," 'En ek nenni eigi at gista OTn i kveld, ok skulu 
pessi; allir dau& berserkir, Ai)r h e l d  si,  en vit weir lifa.' 

Detta viamieli peira sanna pessar visur, er H j h a r r  h a a :  

i Fara halir hraustir 
af herskipum, 
t6lf menn saman 
tirarlausir ; 
vit m u m  i aptan 
da in  gista 
tveir f6stbroeOr, ' 
en peir t6lf lifa. 
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Hapt s i  h6n liggia 
(C) undir Hveralundi, 

l;egiarn[s] liki 
Loka ibekkian. 
Par sitr Sigyn, 
beygi um sinom 
ver velgljiob. 

Vito8 61 enn, e8a hvat? 

(d) En  Porkell heyrir hvert ord, 
bat er b ~ r  rndtu,  ok tekr nfi til oraa, er baer hzttu: 

1. ,,Heyr undr mikit, 
heyr ~ r l y g i , ~  
heyr mil  mikit, 
heyr manns hana, 

eins eaa fleiri" - ok gengr inn eptir bat. P5 tekr Audr 
til oraa: ,,Opt stendr illt af kvennahjali, ok m& bat vera, 
at hkr hljbtisk af i verra lagi, ok leitum okkr rias." 

P i  kvaa Porrn6ar visu: 
40. Emkak rauar. en rj6Bum 

rear grpnn Skpgul msnni 
hsukaselrs cn hvita; 
hyggr fir of mik sirsn; 
hilt veldr mtr, nt meldrsr 
rnoravenjnnda Fcnju 
djhp ok dsnrkra vipns 
Dngrhriaer apor - 

O k  er hann h g i .  betta kveaic.. p i  andaaisk hann .standandi 
via vandhilkinn ok fell eigi fyrr til jaraar en hann var dauar. 
Haraldr konungr Siguraarson fylldi visuna, er Porm6ar hafai 
ort. "Dagshriaar spor sviaa." sagai hann, ,svi myndi skildit 
vilja kveait hafa." Nli lFkr bar aevi Porm6aar me3 bessum 
atburaum, sem nd viru sagair. 

(f) PirnzlirPribi: 'Fyrst varp6 sB heimrisudrhrilfu e r ~ u s ~ e l l  he&. 
Hann er lj6ss ok heitr. SB &tt er logandi ok brennandi, er hann dk 
6fcerr beim er par eru tltlendir ok eigi eigu bar 66111. S i  er Surtr 
nefndr er par sitr 6 lands enda til landvamar. Hann hefir loganda 
sver6, ok i enda veraldar mun hann fara ok herja ok sigra pll g o S i  
ok brenna allan heim me6 eldi. Sv& segir i Vplusp&: 

S W  fen suman 
me6 sviga lievi. 
S& af sverbi 
s61 valtiva. 
Grj6tbj~rg gnata . . 

en gffr rata. 
Tro6a halir Helveg, 
en himinn klofnar.' 
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3. Either (a) "In Viga-Glzims saga there are digressions, it is true, but these do not 
interfere seriously with the unity of the plot". Discuss. 

Or (b) How important are the verses in the narrative of Viga-Gl~ms saga? 

4. "We can never know Auaun's motives for his hare-brained scheme of 
presenting a white bear to the King of Denmark". Discuss. 

5. "The style and meter ofAtlakvida present something of a mosaic, so much so 
that multiple authorship has been suggested". Make a case for or against 
multiple authorship of the poem. 

6. Either (a) "There is a steady harmony and pace to Volundarkvida. This 
harmony is strengthened by the many repetitions and reminiscences that bind 
the poem with echoes". Discuss. 

Or (b) Compare and contrast either Volundarkvida or Atlakvida with any other 
versions of their subject matter you have come across. 

7. Either (a) Write about the presentation of the heroic ideal in either Fostbr~dra 
saga or Gisla saga 

8. Or (b) Write about the function of poetry in either Fostbr~dra saga or Gisla 
saga or Hewarar saga, or compare and contrast any two of these texts in this 
respect. 

9. "The poet [of Old Norse wisdom poetry] was required to describe pungently 
and memorably the kind of behaviour appropriate to gods and heroes". Did he 
succeed in Hbvambl? 

10. "In Voluspci, the gods are viewed as awesome, remote and mysterious beings. 
Man's life is thought of as essentially tragic; an inexorable fate constantly 
threatens to snatch him away to a cold and cheerless afterworld". Consider any 
part of this assessment, in relation to Voluspci or any other Old Norse text you 
have read. 

1 1. Either (a) Write on the significance of the title Gyljaginning. 

Or (b) "Snorri's Gyljaginning is an overarching narrative which attempts to 
accommodate a mass of poetic allusions and quotations". Is the attempt 
successful? 

12. Write on one of the following in any ofthe texts prescribed for study on this 
paper: death, marriage; revenge; betrayal; loyalty. 
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