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SECOND PUBLIC EXAMINATION

HONOUR SCHOOL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 2009

COURSE I AND COURSE 11
Paper 8 (h) and B16 Old Norse Texts

TRINITY TERM 2009
Monday, 18 May, 9.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m.

Time allowed — Three hours

Answer Question 1 and fwe others. You should pay attention in your answers to
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same
text in more than one essay.

De not furn over until told to do so.



Answer Question 1 and two others:

1. Translate three of the following passages, adding brief notes on any points of

literary and/or linguistic interest:

(2)

(b)

N4 ri8r Porvardr til Espihols, ok varu menn eig:
upp risnir, er peir kémnu par. Hann hitti Pérarin ok spyrr:
‘Hverja medferd ztli bér at hafa, skulu pér nokkura s=tt bjéda
Glhimi um vigsmélit?’ Pérarinn svarar: ‘Vant, tlu vér pat, at
bjéda Glomi s=tt.’ Porvardr segir: ‘Hvirt er til buit vigsmalit
Dérarinn svarar: ‘BEkki hefi ek til spurt, eda hvat veiztu af?’
Hann segir: ‘Mér fér { morgin med itjanda mann { m4latilbiinad,
en Glimr sat vid sétta mann heima, ok veri nd fullgdd fong
4 at rétta hlut sinn; ok bvi teksk ydr litt, at bér gerid eigi slik
hvatredi sem Glimr.” Pérarinn svarar: ‘Ekki nenni ek at ba
tyllisakir hér { méti.” Porvardr segir: ‘A pat er at }lita, hvért
nokkur var sgkin eda engi, 48r Steindlfr var drepinn, hefir hann
eigi fiflt konu hans? Vist ztlz ek, at slik m4l pykki eigi engis
verd.” Pérarinn svarar: ‘Illt bykki mér med sitku mili at fara.’
Hann segir: ‘Hvat er slikt at tala? Kom Glimi fyrir nokkut, er
hann 6helgadi Sigmund mdg ydvarn, ok er ni ok eins=ztt at
lita eigi svd auvirdask.” Pérarinn segir: ‘E1g1 munda ek wta
nema pat veri rad.’

Kom har af veidi
vedreygr skyti.
Slagfidr ok Egill
sali funda audia,
gengo Ut ok inn
ok um séz.

Austr skreid Egill
at Qlrino,

en sudr Slagfidr
at Svanhvito,

en einn Volundr
sat { Ulfdglom,

Hann 516 gull rautt

vi0 gim fastan,

lukdi hann alla

lindbduga vel.

Sva beid hann sinnar liés[s]ar
kvanar,

ef hanom koma gerdi.

bat spyrr Nidudr,
Niara dréttinn,
at einn Volundr
sat { Ulfdolom.
Néttom foro seg[ger,
negldar véro brynior,
skildir bliko peira
vi8 enn skarda ména.

DENB 2441



‘Kallaradu s{fan
(c) ti] kni4 pinna

Erp né Eitil,

glreifa tvi—

séradu sidan

1 seti. midio

gullz midlendr

geira skepta,

mana rmeita

né mara keyra.’

Ymr vard 4 bekkiom,
afkdrr songr virda,
gnyr und gudvefiom:
gréto born Hina,
nema ein Gudrin,

er hon ®va grét

breedr sina berharda
ck buri svisa,

unga, 6fréda,

pa er hon vid Atla gat.

Gull seri

in gaglbiarta,

hringom raufom

reifdi hon huskarla,
Skop 1ét hon vaxa,

en skiran mélm vala—
seva fli6d ekki

gadi fiarghtsa.

(d)

Pd spurdl Haraldr konungr: ‘Hverju launadi Sveinn
konungr pér dyrit?’ Audun svarar: ‘Pvi, berra, at hann pd
at mér.’ Konungr sapgdi: ‘Launat mynda ek pér bvi hafa,
Hverju launadi haon enn? Audun svarar: ‘Gaf hann mér
silfr til sudrgongu.’ P4 segir Haraldr konungr, ‘Mergum
mennum gefr Sveinn konungr silfr il sudrgengu eda annarra
hluta, pétt ekki foeri honum gersimar. Hvat er enn fleira?’
‘Hann baud mér’, segir Audun, ‘at gerask skutilsveinn hans
ok mikinn séma til min at leggja’ ‘Vel var bpat melt’,
segir konungr, ‘ok launa myndi hann enn fleira’ Auvdun
sagdi, ‘Gaf hann mér kneorr med farmi peim er hingat er bezt
varit § Noreg.’” ‘Pat var stérmannligt’, segir konungr, ‘en
launat mynda ek bér pvi hafa. Lawnadi hann bvi fleira?’
Audun sagdi, ‘Gaf hann mér ledrhosu fulla af silfri ok kvad
mik pd eigi félausan, ef ek helda pvi, pd at skip mitt bryti
vid Tsland.’ Konungr sagdi: ‘Pat var dg=tliga gort, ok pat
mynda ek ekki gort hafa: lauss mynda ek pykkjask, ef ek
gafa pér skipit. Hvirt launadi hann fleira?’ |
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2. Comment on four of the following passages:

(a) Betra er lifdum
en sé€ Hlifdum.
ey getr kvikr ki:
eld sd ek upp brenna
audgum manni fyrir,
en dti var daudr fyr durum.

Haltr ridr hrossi,
hjord rekr handarvanr.
daufr vegr ok dugir:
blindr er betri

en brenndr sé;

nytr manngi nis.

Sonr er betri,

pott sé sid of alinn,
eptir genginn guma;
sjaldan bautarsteinar
standa brautu ner
nema reisi nidr at nid.

Tir ro eins herjar;
tunga er hofuds bani;
er mér { hedin hvem
handar vani.

(b)

Oddr svara®i,® ‘En ek nenni eigi at gista OBin { kveld, ok skulu
pessir allir daudir berserkir, 40r kveld sé, en vit tveir lifa.’
Detta vidrmeli peira sanna pessar visur, er Hjdlmarr kvad:

. Fara halir hraustir
af herskipum,
télf menn saman
tirarlausir;
vit mumum { aptan
Odin gista
tveir fostbroedr, ?
en Ppeir toH lifa,
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Hapt sd hén liggia

(©) undir Hveralundi,
legiam([s] ki
Loka apeliian,
Dar sitr Sigyn,
peygi um sinom
ver veiglyiod.

Vitod ér enn, eda hvat?

@ ) . En Porkell heyrir hvert ord,
bat er pmr mezltu, ok tekr nl til orda, er paer heattu:

1. .Heyr undr mikit,
heyr oriysi,*
heyr mél mikit,
heyr manns bana,

eins eda fleiri“ — ok gengr inn eptir bat. P4 tekr Audr
til orda: ,Opt stendr illt af kvennahijali, ok ma bat vera,
at hér hljdtisk af { verra lagi, ok leitum okkr rads.

(&
Pi kvad Pormddr visu:
40. Emkak rgudr, en rjiédum
reedr gronn Skogul manni
haukasetrs en hvita;
hyggr fir of mik sdran;
hitt veldr mér, at meldrar
mordvenjands Fenju
) djdp ok danskra vdpna
Dagahridar spor —
Ok er hann haidi. betta kvedit;. pd andadisk hann standandi
vi® vandbélkinn ok fell eigi fyrr til jardar en hann var daudr.
Haraldr konungr Sigurdarson fylldi visuna, er Pormddr hafdi
ort. ,Dagshridar spor svida,“ sagdi hann, ,svd myndi skildit
vilja kvedit hafa.* N Igkr par zvi Pormédar med bessum
atburdum, sem ni viru sagdir.

) Pd melir Pridi: ‘Fyrst var b6 sa heimr { sudrhalfu er Muspell heitir.
Hann er ljéss ok heitr. Sii 4t er logandi ok brennandi, er hann gk
6fcerr peim er par eru vitlendir ok eigi eigu bar 65ul. S4 er Surtr
nefndr er par sitr 4 lands enda til landvarnar. Hann hefir loganda
sverd, ok { enda veraldar mun hann fara ok herja ok sigra oll godin
ok brenna allan heim med eldi. Svd segir { Voluspa:

Surtr ferr sunnan
med sviga levi.
Skinn af sveri

s6] valtiva.
Grj6tbjorg gnata
en gifr rata.

Troda halir Helveg,
en himinn kiofnar.’
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3. Either (a). “In Viga-Glums saga there are digressions, it is true, but these do not
interfere seriously with the unity of the plot”. Discuss.
Or (b) How important are the verses in the narrative of Viga-Glums saga?

4. “We can never know Audun’s motives for his hare-brained scheme of
presenting a white bear to the King of Denmark”™. Discuss.

5. “The style and meter of Atlakvida present something of a mosaic, so much so
that multipte authorship has been suggested”. Make a case for or against
multiple authorship of the poem.

6. Either (a) “There is a steady harmony and pace to Vélundarkvida. This
harmony is strengthened by the many repetitions and reminiscences that bind
the poem with echoes”, Discuss.

Or (b) Compare and contrast either Vélundarkvida or Atlakvida with any other
versions of their subject matter you have come across.

7. Either (a) Write about the presentation of the heroic ideal in either Fostbredra
saga or Gisla saga

8. Or (b) Write about the function of poetry in either Fostbreedra saga or Gisla
saga or Hervarar saga, or compare and contrast any two of these texts in this
respect.

9. “The poet [of Old Norse wisdom poetry] was required to describe pungently
and memorably the kind of behaviour appropriate to gods and heroes”. Did he
succeed in Havamal?

10. “In Voluspd, the gods are viewed as awesome, remote and mysterious beings.
Man’s life is thought of as essentially tragic; an inexorable fate constantly
threatens to snatch him away to a cold and cheerless afterworld”. Consider any
part of this assessment, in relation to Véluspd or any other Old Norse text you
have read.

11. Either. (a) Write on the significance of the title Gylfaginning.
Or (b) “Snorri’s Gyifaginning is an overarching narrative which attempts to

accommodate a mass of poetic allusions and quotations”. Is the attempt
successful?

12. Write on ore of the following in any of the texts prescribed for study on this
paper: death; marriage; revenge; betrayal; loyalty,
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