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SECOND PUBLIC EXAMINATION 

HONOUR SCHOOL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE COURSE I1 
2008 

HONOUR SCHOOL OF CLASSICS AND ENGLISH 

B23 OLD AND EARLY MIDDLE IRISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

TRINITY TERM 2008 

Tuesday, 27 May, 9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 

Time allowed - Three hours 

Answer Question 1 and others. You should pay attention in your answers to 
the precise terms of the questions. 

Do p& turn over until told that you may do so. 



Answer Question 1 and two others. You should pay careful attention in your answers to 
the precise terms of the question. 

1. Translate of the following passages, choosing at least one &om each section, and 
comment on any points of special interest in their subject-matter and their linguistic forms: 

SECTION A 

(a) Teccat iarum maic Nechtan Scine. 'Cia fil sund?' 01 fer diib. 'Mac becc do- 
ch6id indiu ar esclu hi carpat,' 01 in t-arae. 'Nipo do sh6inmigi,' 01 in laech, '7 
nirop do fhechtnaigi d6 a chitgabhi1 gaiscid. NA bid innar tir 7 n i  gelat ind 
eich and ni as m60,ol in liech. 'Ataat a n-issi im 1Cm-se,' 01 in t-arae. 'Nirbo 

5 lat-su tuillem ecraite,' 01 Ibar frisin IBech, '7 a t i  dano in macc inna chotlud. 
'Nida macc kin,' 01 Ch Chulainn, 'acht is do chuinchid chomraic fri fer do- 
dechuid in macc fil and.' 'Is sain lim-sa 6n,' 01 in liech. 'Bid sain duit-siu 
indossa isind &th ucut,' 01 Ch Chulainn. 

(b) Tiagait iarum eich in chethrair i n-aigid in tshl6ig 7 a fortchai forderga foraib. 
Inda leo ba cath boi ara ciunn isin Ath. Do-tit buiden h d i b  do diicsin ind Atha. 
Ni accatar ni and acht sliucht ind bencharpait, 7 in gabul cosnaib cethrib 
cennaib 7 ainm n-oguim iarna scribund inna t6eb. Ricc in sluag uile la sodain. 

5 'In diar muintir-ni na cenna ucut?' 01 Medb. 'Is diar muintir-ni 6n 7 is diar 
forglidib,' 01 Ailill. Ar-liga fer diib in n-ogom ro boi i t6eb na gablae, .i. 
'0enfher ro 16. in gabuil cona ben-lhn, 7 ni tissid secce conda rala nech fiaib 
cona ben-liim cenrni-thi Fergus.' 

(c) Tar sin atracht siias ocus nombertaigedar. 'Bad maith diin' olse 'ocus dona 
h6egedaib dod(o)n.Zncatar.' Anait sidi leis tri laa ocus teora aidchi. Ocus teit 
leo for leth (.i. la techta Connacht prius). 'Ro.bi-sa trZ' olse 'i n-imshnim m61 
ocus cuntabairt m6ir coxdergle .i. do.ratus-ts)a in coin do Ailill ocus do 

5 Meidb. Ocus tecat ar chenn in chon CO sochruid ocus CO hfiallach, ocus rosbia 
lind ocus biad ocus ascada, ocus bErtait in coin, ocus is fochen d6ib.' Buidig 
sidi dano. Luid iar sin CO techta Ulad. 'Do.ratus-tsla tra' olse 'asmo 
chuntabairt in coin do Chonchobur. Ocus bad iiallach tiastar ara chenn .i. 
formna mathe Ulad. BErtait ascada uili ocus rosbia failte.' 

10 I ni6enl6 immurgu ro.dXlsat-som etir aniar ocus anair. Nio.follaiged 
180-som dano. Tincatar dZ c6iced Herenn i n-6enl6 combitar i ndoruss 
bruidne Meic Dath6. Do.luid-seom fessin ara cenn ocus feraid failti friu. 
'Nitb).farcth)elsam, a 6cu,' olse; 'ar apaide is mochen dhib. Tait issin less!' 

(d) 'Tecat don chomram a fecht-sa!' 01 Conall. Ni.fifth 6n la Connachta lZech a 
thairisme. Do.ratad immurgu damdabach dona bocc6tib immi imtm)a 
cthliiairt, ar ro.boi drochcostud is'taig do chloindibircthib la drochdaini. Luid 
iarum Conall do rainn na rnmucce. Ocus gebid dano cenn in tarra ina bEolo, 

5 co.tairnic d6 ram na mmucce. Ro.siiig in tairr .i. ere ind n6nbair conafarcaib 
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bannai de. 
Nitarat immurgu do Chonnachtaib acht dii cth)ois na-mmucce foa 

brigit. Ba becc dano la Connachta a cuit. Atragat sidi, atragat dano Ulaid, 
corn-oacht cich araile. Ro.boi tr2 buille dar go i suidiu, combo comard ra sliss 
in tige in carngil ro.boi for a l&, CO mbitar na srotha din ch15 foma doirsiu. 
Maidith dano in sluag foma doirsitu) co.rralsat so'im6l for I& ind liss .i. c2ch 
oc triiastad a chEli. Is and gabais Fergus d6ib daur m61 ro.boi for 15.1 ind liss 
assa frEnaib. Maidit immach dano assind liss. Do.berar in cath i ndorus ind 
liss. 

SECTION B 

'Marbthar ind ingen!' 01 ind 6ic. 
'Ni-thb!' 01 Conchobor, 'BExthair lim-sa ind ingen i mbzrach,' 01 

Conchobor, 'ocus ailebthair dom riir fiin ocus bid si ben bias im fharrad-sa.' 
Ocus niralbatar Ulaid a chocert immi. Do.gnither 6n dano: rod t  la 

Conchobor CO-mbo si ingen as m6r-iillem ro.boi i n-Herinn. Is i llis fo leith 
ro.alt connach.acced fer di Ultaib cosin n-6air no.foad la Conchobor ocus 
ni.bai duine no.lEicthe issin les sin acht a haite-si ocus a murnme ocus dano 
Lebarcham, ar ni.ita gabiil di ssidi ar ba ban-chiinte. 

Fecht n-and didiu bai a haite na ingine oc fennad loig fhothlai for 
snechtu i-mmaig issin gaimriuth dia fhuni di-ssi. C0.n-acca-si ni, in fiach oc 61 
inna fola forsin t-shnechtu. Is and asbert-si fii Lebarchaim: 

'Ro-pad inmain 6en-fher forsambetis na tri dath ucut .i. in folt amal in 
fiach ocus in gniad amal in fuil ocus in corp amal in snechta.' 

'Orddan ocus tocad duit!' ar in Lebarcham. 'Ni cian 6ait. AtA is'taig it 
m a d  .i. Noisi mac Usnig.' 

'Ni-pam slin-sa h,' 01-si, 'c0nid.n-accur-saide.' 

Ond hair ro.scPch d6ib fiadach in t-shlibe, do.elsat for cethra fer n-Alban do 
thabairt chucu. Do.ch6tar side dia ndilgiund i n-6en-16 co.ndeochatar dochum 
rig Alban condarragaib ina munteras ocus coro.gabsat amsaini acca ocus 
ro.suidigsitar a tige issind fhaithchi. Im diigin ina ingine do~6nta  na tige 
connahacced nech leo hi ar diig naro.marbtais impe. 

Fecht n-and didiu luid in rechtaire matain moch corralai cor imma 
tech-som. C0.n-accae in 1Enamain inna cotluth. Do-chiiaid iar sin coro.dusig in 
rig. 

'Ni.Garamar-ni,' or-se, 'mnai do dingbiila-so cosin diu. Ati  i fail 
Noisen maic Uislenn ben dingbiila rig iarthair domuin. Marbthar fo chit-6ir 
Noisi ocus foath in ben lat-so,' 01 in rechtaire. 

'Acc,' 01 in ri, 'acht eirg-siu dia guidi dam-sa cech 12a fo chlith.' 
Dopi ther  6n. A n-atbered immurgu in rechtaire frie-si chaidchi, 

ad.fided-si dia cEliu in n-aidchi sin fo chM-6ir. 
TURN OVER 
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Cia beimmi a-min nach r i  
ni derban cich a chele: 
maith la cechtar nir a d h ,  

HE fesin as choimsid diu 
in muid du-ngni cach 6enlhu; 
du thabairt doraid du g16 
for mu mud cEin am messe. 

Int i n  bec 
ro leic feit 
do rinn guip 

glanbuidi: 
fo-ceird faid 
6s Loch Laig 
Ion do chraii 

charnbuidi. 

2. Translate of the following passages and comment on words or phrases printed in 
italics in the three passages chosen: 

(a) Teccat di shuidiu co Sliab Fliait. Fo-reccat Conall Cemach and. Do Chonall 
dano do-rala imdegail in ch6icid a llia sin. Fo bith no mbiid cach lith gaile di 
Ultaib a lia i Sliib Fliait fri snidud neich do-d-z'ssed CO n-airchetul n6 do 
chomruc fki fer, combad and sin con-ristae friss, arni tiised nech dochum 
nEmna cen rathugud. 'Do sh6inmigi sin tri,' 01 Conall, 'rob do bliaid 7 
choscur.' 'Eirg-siu tri, a Chonaill, don d h ,  7 nom 16ic-se oc forairi sund 
colliic,' 01 Cli Chulainn. 

(b) CO n-accae Fergus in carpat sechae 7 in n-6enfher and. Tintai Fergus do 
debuid fri Coin Culainn. 'Olc duit, a shiriti,' 01 si, 'mo diguin. Is garait mo 
lorg latt,' 01 s6. 'Niba lond fkimm, i phopa Fhergus,' 01 C6 Chulainn. D-a- 
llici inna shlechtan CO ndechuid carpat Fergusa tarais CO fo thri. 'farfaig dia 
araid in m6 fo-t-niar.' 'Ncjthli icin,' 01 a arae-som. 

(c) 'In comram beus!' 01 Cet. 'Rotbia S&' 01 Cliscraid Mend Macha mac 
Conchobair. 'Cuich so?' 01 Cet. 'C~scraid' 01 ckcich; 'is adbar rig ar deilb.' 'Ni 
buide fiit' 01 in gilla. 'Maith' 01 Cet. 'Cucainni cetatudchad-so do 
che'tgaisciud, a gillai. Irnmatarraid d h  issin chocrich. Fo~Zcbais trian do 
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muintire, ocus is ts)amlaid do.ciiadaiss ocus gai triat brsgit conn2Etai focul 
fort chenn i c6rai; ar ro.loitt in gai fkthi do brZgat. Conid Cuscraid Mend 
atotchomnaic end iiair-sin.' 

(d) Oc ~ t h  Chinn Chon i mBiliu, is and ro.1B cenn in chon asin charput. Oc techt 
iar fraichrud Midi siar, is and don-Srlaic Fer Loga isin fiaich .i. ara Ailella, 
ocus ro.ling isin carpat iar cul Conchobair coxagab a chenn dara aiss. 'Emde, 
a Chonchobair!' olse. 'T'Egriar!' 01 Conchobar. 'Niba m6r,' 01 Fer Loga, '.i. 
mo brith latt CO Emain Macha ocus mnh Gentama Ulad ocus a n-ingena 
macdacht do gabZi1 chepdce cecha n6na immum c0.n-erbrat: "Fer Loga mo 
lennk-sa".' 

(e) Bhtar Ulaid oc 61 i taig Fheidlimthe maic Daill, scelaigi Conchobuir. Bai dano 
ben ind Fheidlimthe oc airiuc don t-sl6ag 6sa cinn is s i  thorrach. Tairmchell 
corn ocus chuibrenn ocus ro.12sat giir mesca. A mbcifar do lepthugud, do.lluid 
in ben dia lepaid. Oc dul di dar 1hr in taige, ro.grCch in lenab inna broinn 
co.closs fon less uile. Atraig cach fer di alailiu is'tig lasin scriich i-sin 
co.mbcitar cinn ar  chinn isin tig. 

Dom-fharcaifidbaide fcil, 
fom-chain loid luin, luad nZd cil; 

hiias mo lebrin, ind linech, 
fom-chain trirech inna n-kn. 

Fomm-chain coi menn, medair mass, 
hi mbrot glass de dingnaib doss. 

Debrath! nom-Choimmdiu-coima; 
cain-scribaimm fo roida ross. 

3. How was aspect expressed in Old Irish? 

4. How did early Irish narrative use comic episodes? 

5. Is Fergus an authoritative voice in Thin Bd Cdailnge? 

6 .  What was the significance of the bulls in Tciin Bd Cdailnge? 

7. Does explaining Sce'la Mucce Meic Dathd depend on defining its relationship with 
other Ulster Cycle tales? 

8. Did the Ulsterman have a good case in condemning Derdriu as 'an evil woman'? 

TURN OVER 
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