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SECOND PUBLIC EXAMINATION

HONOUR SCHOOL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 2007

COURSE 1 AND COURSE II
Paper 8 (h) (iv) and B15 Old Norse

TRINITY TERM 2007

Friday 25 May 2007, 9.30 a.m. - 12,30 p.m.

Time allowed — Three hours -

. Answer Question 1 and rwo others. You should pay attention in your answers to
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same
text in more than one essay. . - : '

Do not turn over until told to do so.



Answer Question 1 and #wo others. You should pay attention in your answers to
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same

text in more than one essay.

1. Translate three of the following passages, adding bnef notes on any pomts of -
literary and/or linguistic interest.

@

Einarr veit, at lidr morgunninn, ok hyggr, at Hrafnkell mundi 'j
eigi vita, pétt hann ridi hestinum. Nu tekr hann hestinn ok '
slzr vid beizli, lztr péfa 4 bak hestinum undir sik ok ridr upp
hji Grjétdrgili, svd upp til jokla ok vestr med JQkJunum, par :
sem Jokulsé fellr undir peim, své ofan med anni til Reykjasels. 5
Hann spurdi alla saudarmenn at seljum, ef nokkurr hefdi sét’
betta fé, ok kvazk engi sét hafa, Einarr reid Freyfaxa allt fri!
eldingu ok til mids aptans. Hestrinn bar hann skjét yfir ok !

- vida, pvi at hestrinn var gédr af sér. Einari kom pat f hug, at’
-honum mundi radl heim ok reka bat fyrst heim, sem heima var, | 10
. bdtt hann fyndi hitt eigi. Reid hann pd austr yfir hilsa II
Hrafnkelsdal. Ea er hann kemr ofan at Griétteigi, heyrir hann |
saudarjarm fram med gilinu, bangat sem hann hafdi fram ridic;
4dr. Snyr hann bangat 6l ok sér renna [ méti sér prjd tigu’
dsaudar, bat sama sem hann vantat hafdi dr viku, ok stﬂkka: 15
~- hann pv{ heim med fénu. o
.Segia féro ..
-Tormunrekki,
at sénir voro - :
(b) ‘ seggir undir hidlmom: .
. 'Recdid ér um rdd— - 5
_rikir ero kornir! S
Fyr mitkom haﬁa eér
© mgnnom
mey um tradda.’
Hié b Tormunrekkr, 10
hendi drap 4 kampa,
beiddiz at brengo,
bodvadiz at vini,
skdk hann skor iarpa,
sd 4 skiold hvitan, 15
1ét hann sér { hendi
hvarfa ker guilit.
‘Sall ek pa pattomk,
ef ek sid knmtta
Hamdi ok Sorla . 20
- 1 hollo minni.
Buri mynda ek pd binda
med boga strengiom,
godborn Giuka
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© | P
Pi reid Skirnir heim. Freyr
stod ati ok kvaddi hann ok j'
_spur@i tifinda: .

Segdu mér pat, Skimir— . :
~afr pd verpirspdliafmar = 5 -
.ok pui stigir fetd framarr—

hvat pd dmadir
1iptunheima BRI
+'pins eda mins munar. .- -

. Skirnirkvad: . 10
“Barri heitir, T

er vit badi vitom,

lundr lognfara,

~En'eptnztrnio - - = . ;e
‘bar mun Niar§arsyni .~ - - 15
Gerfrunna gamans.” .. - ' .-

. Frgrkvad;
Long er nétt—

" -langar ro tv@er— . . .
‘hvé um preyiak prar?. . <20
Opt mér mdnadr =~ - -
‘minni potti- |

©ensid hilfhynort. - -

(d)

. Hir segir; ‘Goldit var honum betta svd at hanm mun lengi
. kennask. Pd er guSin viru or8in honum sv4 r&i§ sem vin var, hljép
“hann 4 braut ok fal sik { fjalli nokkvoru, ger8i par his ok fjérar
. dyrr at hann mdtti sjd 6r hdsinu f allar 4ttir. En opt um daga brd _
~hann sér { laxliki ok falsk pd par sem heitir Frinangrsfors. b 5
 hugsadi haon fyrir sér hverja ve! Esir mundu til finna at taka hann
i forsinum. Eo er hann sat { hisinu ték hann lingarn ok reid 4
rzxna svd sem net er sidan. En eldr brann fyrir honum. P4 sd hann
at &sir dttu skamt til hans ok hafdi OSinn sét 6r HliSskjdlfinni )
‘hvar hann var. Haon hijép begar upp ok dt f 4na ok kasta®i netinu 10
fram d eldina. En er &sir koma til héssins bd gekk s4 fyrst inn er
allra var. vitrastr, er Kvasir heitir. Ok er hann si 4 eldipum
folskann er netit hafdi brunnit pd skil3i hann at bat mundi val vera
til at taka fiska, ok sag8i Asunum. Bvi nast téku peir ok gerfu sér
net eptir bvi sem peir sd 4 folska.at Loki hafdi gert.i 15
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(€)

En hann lauk svdi sinu mali,
. at hvirintveggju jétma i, at allic sky!dx ein log hafa bau sem
.. - hann rédi upp at scgja. ;
. P4 var pat ma=lt { logum, at allir mean skylch Kmtmr vera, '
ok skirn taka, peir er idr vdru éskirdir 4 landi hér. En of 5}
barna ttburd skyldu standa in fornu lgg, ok of hrossakjots
dt: skyldu menn biéta 4 laun ef vildu, en varda fjgrbaugsgardr -
. of vittum of kvemi vid. En s@ar fim vetrum var sd heidni
‘af numin sem onnur. Penna atburd sagdi Tc:tr ossatpvier -
" Kristni kom 4 [sland, 100
En Olifr Tryggvason fell it sama sumar, at sqgu Semundar -
prests. Pd bardisk hann vid Svein Haraldsson Danakonung, -
ok Ol4f inn Senska Eirtksson at Uppsqlum Sviakonungs, ok |
Eirfk er sidan var jacl at Norvegi Hakonarson. Pat var ceoe |
. vetra eptir drip Eadmundar, en M eptir burd Krists at n.lpyﬁu 15
uali.

2. Ezther (ay Wnte on the functxon of topograpl‘ucal deteul in Hrajhkels saga

_' Or, (b) What moral dllemmas does the author of Hraﬁkels saga present h.lS audience
- with?

3 Exther (a) “Itis obvxous that the deplctlon of love has a key role in the danng and
interpretation of Skirnismdl.” (Daniel Savborg) Discuss. -

Or, (b) “The artistic excellence of Hamdismal appears to depend upon motifs that
occur in no other source.” (Ursula Dronke). Discuss,

4. “There are good reasons for questioning the general classification of the contents of
the Codex Regius as “poems”, rather than as “songs”, “chants” or “dramas” (Terry
Gurmell) Do you agree? (You may write on any Eddaic poem(s) you have read).

5. “Snorri’s mythography is by no means straightforward, but artful and selective™
(Margaret Clunies Ross). How true is this of the parts of Gylfaginning you have read?
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6. “When Ari comes to relate one of the most important everits in the history of
Iceland, the conversion, he changes from the dry chronicle style that characterizes
most of his text, and adopts a lively, epic style, with clear descriptions, dramatic
setting and direct speech™ (Périr Oskarsson) Discuss.

7. Write on the representatiOn of any of the following in any Old Norse-Icelandic
text(s) you have read: wives; daughters; witches; warriors; lawyers; travellers; giants;
animals; ghosts

8. Either, (a) Write a linguistic commentary on any two of the prose passages set for
~ translation on this paper.

Or, (b) Write an essay on the sound changes associated with Old Norse strong verbs.
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