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SECOND PUBLIC EXAMINATION 

HONOUR SCHOOL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 2006 

COURSE I AND COURSE I1 
Paper 8 (h) (iv) and B15 Old Norse 

TRINITY TERM 2006 

Friday 26 May, 9.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 

Time allowed - Three hours 

Answer Question 1 and two others. You should pay attention in your answers to 
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same 
text in more than one essay. 

Do not turn over until told to do so. 
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Answer Question 1 and two others. You should pay attention in your answers to 
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the Same 
text in more than one essay. 

1. Translate three of  the following passages, adding brief notes on any points of 
literary and/or linguistic interest. 

(4 

:: S;Lmr svarar: ‘Hverju g6bu emi pi nar en iar, b6tt ek taka 
via bessu mili ok sdrn vit bi bdair hrakdir?’ 

Porbjprn svarar: ‘P6 er mCr bat rnikil hugarb6t; at bG takir‘ 
via milinu. Verar at bvi, sem rni.’ 

Simr svarar: ‘6f~s.3 geng ek at bessu. Meir geri ek bat fyrir 
fmndsrrni s a h r  via bik. En vita skaltu, at mer Pykkir bar, 
heimskum w n i  at duga, sern bti en.‘ 
Pa retti Samr frun hpndina ok tdk via m i h u  af Porbirni. 

S h r  lretr t a h  sir hest ok riar upp eptir dal ok riJr B b u  eim 
ok lvsir viginu-fzr set menn-i hendr Hrafnkeli. Hdnke l l  
spyrr betta ok botti hlegiligt, er S h r  hefir tekit mal ;i hendr . 
honum. 

L e 3  nu i VetnM. En at dri, pi er komit v u  at stefnudpgum, , 

riar Simr heiman upp i Aaalbbl ok stefnir Hrahrkeli urn vlg 
Einars. Eptir pat rfar Simr ofan eptir dalnum ok kvaddi b fa  
til Pingreiaar, ok sitr hann um kyrrt, bar til er menn bliask til 
Fingreiaar. Hrdnkell sendi bii menn ofm eptir dalnumok kvaddi 
upp menn. 
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Vara )at n6 
nC i p r ,  
bat hefir langt 

5 er fhtt fomara, 
Lidit Siam- 

frernr var pat hiilfo- 
er hvatti Guanin, 
Gilika borin, 
aoni sina unga 

10 at hefna Svaniddar. 

15 

‘Syster v4.r ykkor 
Svanhildr urn hiitin, 
 si^ er Iqrmunrekkr 
i6m urn tnddi 
hvitom ok svQrtom 

grim, gmgtemom 
Got= hrossom. 

hervegi, 

‘Eptir er ykr )rungit, 

lifia einir Cr 
PAna zertar mimar. 

20 Pi6dkonung.A- 
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&led pursi brihgfdudorn 
bu sknlt i~ nara, 
&[a] verlaus vera! 
Bik ged gripi, 

5 j3ik morn morni! 
Ver pu sem !~istil[l], 
si er var brunginn 
i pnn ofmverda! 

I Til holtz ek gekk 
10 
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ok til hr is  viaar, 
gambantein at geta- 
gambantein rk gat. 

Reidr er ber &inn, 
reidr er b i r  Asabragr, 
bik skal Freyr fiask 
-en fyrinilla miEr!- 
en bli fengit hefir 
gam b anr eidi god a! 

Heyri igtnar, 
heyri hrimbursar, 
synir Suttunga, 
siilfir aslidar- 
hvi ek fyrirbyd, 
hvi ek fyrirbanna 
manna glaum mani, 
manna nyt mani! 

6iafr rex Tryggva sonr, 6 h f s  sonar, Haralds sonar hins hk- 
fagra, kom kristni I Norveg ok 4 island. Hann sendi hingat 
b l  lands prest Pann, er hCt Pangbrandr ok h b  kendi mbnnum 
ikristni ok skirai p6 alla, er via trli t6ku. En Hallr A Siau For- 

. 1 steinsson lCt skLrask snemhendis, ok Hjalti Skeggjason 6r P j6rsk-  
dali ok Gizurr hinn hviti Teits sonr, Ketilbjamar sonar,*fr6 
Mosfelli, ok margir lidfaingjw aarir; en peir v h  b6 fleiri, er 
i gegn m d t u  ok neittu. En p h  er hann hafai h b  verit einn 
vetr eaa 11, pA f6r hann B braut, ok hafBi vegit hCr 11 menn eaa 

10 'pr, p6 er hann hbfau nitt. En h a m  sag8  konunginum 6166, 
er kann kom austr, alt pat er hCr hafai f i r  hann gengit, ok l i t  
6rvzent, at  lie myadi kristni enn takassk. E n  hann vara via 
pat reiar mjak, ok atlaai a t  lata meiaa eaa drepa ossa landa 
fyrir, bA er bar v k u  austr. En pat sum= i t  sama. k6mu Gtan 
hdaan peir Gizurr o t  Hjalti, ok PAgu pa undan via konunginn, 
ok hdtu honum umsjrslu sinni til 6 njrjaleik, at hdr yrai enn via 
wstninni tekit, ok l6tu skr eigi annars v6n en par myndi hlfaa. 

' 

15 ., 

DENB 2439 
DENA 2439 3 TURN OVER 



2. 

3. 

I 

4. 

5 .  

6. 

7, 

S. 

, Sag& Wymir 
b;i at beir varu kornnir svd lrtngt ut at hztt v u  at sitja r itx fyrir 
hlidgardsormi. En P o r r  kvezk rnundu roa eina hrid ok svri g e d i ,  en 
Hymir var bS allokitr. En bii er Porr lagdi upp Bramar, greiddi 
hmn til vab heldr sterkjan ok eigi var Qngullinn minni eaa 
oramllgn. Par 1.3 P6rr koma a Qngulinn oxahQfu&t ok kastrtdi fjTir 
borb, ok €or Qngullinn til grunns. Ok er ba sva satt at segja at engu 
ginti pi Porr rninnr Midgardsorrn en Utgnrbaloki hafili spottat Por 
l ~ a  er hann hof orminn upp ii hendi ser. Midyardsorrnr gein yfir 

l 0  OxdiyfutJit en pngullinn va i gorninn orrninun. En er  ormrinn 
kendi pcss, brh hanu vi3 sva hart at bdilir hnefar Pon skullu at 5 
bordinu. P.d var6 Porr reidr ok fardisk i ismegin, spyrndi vi6 s v i  
hst  at hann hljhp bddum tdtum gygnum skipit o k  spyrndi vid 
grunni, dr6 bri orminn upp 3t bordi. En kdt m5 srgja at engi hefir 

orminn, en orrnrinn stardi ncdsn i m6i ok blds eininu. Pi er sag  
;It jytunninn Hyrnir grrdisk litverpr, fQhadi. ok hrsddisk er hilna s i  

.\-, orminn ok bat er saxinn fell lit ob: inn of nykkvann. Ok i bvi bili er 
’<. e,;, PJrr p i p  hamarinn o k  farrili a lopt bii filrnndi jQmnninn til 
12pi agnsaairlu ok hjb vad Pdrs af bordi, en orrnrinn s&tj& j sainn, * 

5- 

‘ 5 -  Si StA ogurligar sjonir er eigi rnlitti bat sjli er Parr hvesti nugun 
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Either (a) “Sagas of the good type, such  IS this, 
Guabrandur Vigfbsson’s aSSeSSment Of Hrafnkls S C V P  

alktays WX”. Discuss 

Or, (b) “We do not need the saga author to tel l  us why characters behave as 
they do: the evidence is all there for us in the narrative”. 

Either (a) Write on eiiher the significance of  the prose additions to Skirnisrnul 
or the lack of tlieiu in Harndismdl, 

Or (b) Flow important is knowiedge ofthe heroic or mythological background 
for understanding either Hctrndisnltil or Skirnismd ? 

“ln the poems of  the Edda, speech is always more potent than action”. 
Consider the relationship of speech and action in any Eddaic poem(s) you 
have read. 

“Engaging as they are, Snorri‘s accounts of PSrrr’s adventures at the coiirt o f  
Utgaraa-Loki, and of  Ragnarok, are bath deeply flawed as narratives”. Do you 
agree? (You may write on either or both episodes). 

“A reading o f  Ari’s islendingirbdk gives us no hint of the literary 
achievements o f  the family saga authors”. Discuss. 

Take one o f  the foilowirig as the title for an essay, with reference to any Old 
Norse-Icelandic tcxt(s) you have rend: “Ver6r at bvi, sem mi“; “En fyrinilla 
mar”; ”Vara bat nu / nC i gser. / pat hefir laiigt / lidit sidan”; “Sa er svinnr, er 
sik kmn”; “Lifit mun ek kj6sa. e f  kostr er”. 

Either, (a) Writc a linguistic commentary on any two o f  the prose passages set 
for trm s I ati on 

Or, (b) Explain why it is important for the learner of Old Norse to understand 
“i*’ mutation and “U” mutation. 
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