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COURSE I AND COURSE I1 
Paper 8 (h) (iv) and B16 Old Norse Texts 

Friday, 20 May, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm 
2005 

Time allowed - Three hours 

Answer Question 1 and two others. You should pay attention in your answers to 
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same 
text in more than one essay. 
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Do not turn over until told to do so. 
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Answer Question 1 and two others. You should pay attention in your answers to 
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same 
text in more than one essay. 

1. Translate three of the following passages, commenting briefly on any points 
o f  linguistic and/or literary interest -- 

Nli er bar tiI d s  at taka, er beir nxa  upp MstbreBr, 
Arngn’mr ok SteinGIfr. En pd er Borghm andaaisk i M ~ b r u -  
felli, for Arngrirnr til b5s sins ok Steinirlfr mea honum, ok 
var pi svi  ksniaigt mea beim, sem er bu t  hafai verk 
Amgrimr kvringaaisk ok B t t i  B6rdisi Bjarnard6ttur, systur Am-’ 
ors kerlinmefs. Steinolfr var i kaupfgmm, en var mea 
Amgrimi, er hann var St hG. Pat var eitt m a r ,  er hann kom ’ 
bt i Eyjafirai, at Arngrimr baua honum eigi til sin ok mlti! 
ekki via hann, b6tt peir sadc, ok fann’bat til saka, at hann hefbi; 
fleira talat via PCIrdisi konu ham, en skapligt en bat er’ 
flesua manna s ~ g n ,  at litit van til haft eaa &i. Pi baua’ 
Gliunr honum til sin ; ok var svii l ~ t  ngkkur missari, at  hann mr 
mea honum, at hann var Ct hirr, ok var M a i g  i frzendsemi 
beira. Steinblfr var atgervimabr mikill. * 

(a> 

_ .  

(b) Pat er sagt, pA er i 1 J b  t haustit, at kt r i b r  kom enn 
at mhIi via Glrim einn morgin ok vakti hann ok bab hann skipa 
til verks; kvab nb heyverkum lokit v e rb  i dag, ef s v i  y;Ui til 
skipat, sem hda i  ; lokit hQfau peu Sigmundr heyverkum f y r k  
stundu: ‘ok f6ru bau Sigmundr ok Vigdis snemma i morgh 
til akrs Vitazgjafa, ok munu pau vel hyggja, er pau hafa akrinn, 
er vir attim, ef at rittu fmi.’ Bi stbb Gliunr upp, ok varb p6 
eigi fyrr bGnn, en at dagm&lum. Hann t6k pi fddinn bl i  ok 
spjbtit gullrekna i hQnd d r ;  lit sgbla hest sinn. En h d b r  
sagai: ‘MjQk vandar bli nli, sonr m i ~ ,  blining til heyverksins.’ 
Hann svarar: ‘Eigi fer ek opt til at vinna, en b d i  skal p i  gera 
mikit at ok b6ask vel til, ok kann ek p6 ekki vel til verksins at 
skipa; mun ek riaa til Hola upp ok piggja heimboa at Porsteini 
br6aur minum.’ Siam reia hann suar yfir h a .  - 

’ 

, 

- -  
H d d i  konungi var sagt bcitt at par w komit b jamde,  a 

gersimi mikil, ok -A Isle& mdr .  Konungr sendir pegat’ 
menn eptir honum; ok er Auaun kom fyrk konung, hear 
hann konung vel, Konungr r6k vel kvcaju ham ok spurbi 
darn: ‘Attu gersimi mikla i bjamdjri?’ Haair svarar ok ’ 
kvezlr eiga dfrit eitthvert. Konungr r d t i :  ‘Villtu selja 089 : 
d..rit via sllku verai scm pll kcyptir?’ Hann svarar: ‘Eigi 
vi1 ck bat, herra.’ ‘V i tu  pd’, segir konungr, ‘a t  ek gefa 
hir. mu vera slk? ok mun bat rbttara, ef pli hefir par via ’ 

gefit d l a  pha cigu.! ‘Eigi vi1 ek bat, herra’, scgir hann. 
Konungr mriti: ‘Villtu gefa mdr pi?’ Hann svarar, ‘Eigi, 

I h e r n ’  Konungr rndti: ‘Hvat villtu p$ af gara?’ Haan 
svarar: ‘Fan’, segir hann, ‘til Danerkr OH gefa Sveini 

1 konungi.’ ‘ 

(c) 

. .- 
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Meyiar flugo suman 
Myrkvid i gggnom, 
alvitr unga[rJ, 
0rlpg drjgia. 
Pzr i srevar strpnd 
settuz at hvllaz, 
dr6sir su6rtznar, 
d j l t  Iin spunno. 

Ein nam beira 
Egil at vena, 
fQgr m i x  fira, 
fadmi li6som. 
Qnnur urn Slagfinn 
svanfiadrar dr6, 
en in pridia, 
peira systir, 
varai hvitan 
hils Yplundar. 

s i t0  sidan 
siau vetr at bat, 
en inn itta 
allan briao, 
en em niunda 
naudr urn skilbi. 
Meyiar Qstoz 
i myrkvan vib, 
alvitr unga[r], 
0rlpg djgia 

systir fann peira snemsts 
at heir i sal h6m0, 
brcear h e m  bhdir- 
bi6ri var hon lftt W: 
‘%ainn ertu n6, Gunnarr- 
hvat muntu, rikt, vinna 
via Hha harmbrgghm? 
H ~ l l  gakk b6 6r snemma! 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5 .  

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Either (a) Write about focalization in Viga-Glzims saga. 

Or (b) “As a protagonist, Viga-G16mr is neither lovable nor admirable”. 
Discuss. 

“AudunarPcittr is the story of an innocent abroad”. But how innocent is 
AuiSun? 

“Atlakvida reflects a world view quite alien to our own. We can barely 
glimpse its characters’ motivations, let alone sympathise with their fates”. Do 
you agree? 

“Viilundarkvida is an amalgam of two quite different archetypes: the swan 
maiden story, and that of the fettered smith”. How successhlly are they 
combined? 

What is the contribution of the verses to Gisla saga? 

“An early date for Fbstbrmh saga is suggested by its primitive structure, ill- 
defined content and lack of motivation”. Discuss any aspect of this assessment 
of the saga. 

“ H h a m d  can scarcely be called a poem at all - it is no more than a random 
collection of disparate stanzas”. Can you make a case for the coherence of 
Hhamal? 

“Vdluspa is structured around cycles o f  construction and destruction; what is 
built, falls, and what falls, rises again”. Discuss. 

10. Does Hervarar saga challenge the old critical consensus thatfornaldarsiigur 
are an inferior literary form? 

1 1. “To appreciate Snorri’s aims and achievements, there is no point in reading 
extracts from Gylfaginning; it must be read not in extracts, but as a whole”. Do 
you agree? 

12. Speculate on the relationship between literature and society in any Old Norse 
text(s) you have read. 
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