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SECOND PUBLIC EXAMINATION 

HONOUR SCHOOL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 2004 

COURSE I1 
Paper B16 Old Norse Texts 

Tuesday, 18 May 2004,9.30 am to 12.30 pm 

Time allowed - Three hours 

Answer Question 1 and two others. You should pay attention in your answers to 
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same 
text in more than one essay. 

Do not turn over until told to do so. 
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N6 er at segja frS. litantera Gllims, Pegar er  hann kom’ 
via land, f6r hann upp 8 Vprs til Vigfirss. Ok er hann kom’ 
at b e n u m ,  bii s i  hann bar mikit fjQlmenni ok margs konar 
skemtan ok Ieika ; ok pat p6ttisk hann sji, at par mundi Q pllum 
hlutum st6rme-nska vera. En bar sern hann s5 marga menn 
merkiliga, pi5 vissi  ha^ eigi, hvar Vigfiiss mundi vera, frzndi 
hans. Pat mark hafai hann til hans, at hann s i  mann mikinn 
ok vegligan i pndvegi i skautfeldi blim, ok 1Ck sir at spj6ti 
gullreknu; gekk siaan at honum ok kvaddi hann, en hann t6k 
vel kveaju hans. Vigffiss spurai, hvat manna hann vari,  en 
hann kvazk vera islenzkr ok eyfirzkr. P& spur& VigfGss al 
Eyjblfi migi sinum ok Astriai d6ttut sinni; en [hann] kvaa 
hann andabn:  ‘en Astriar 1ifir.l Vigffiss spur&, hvat barna 
peira lifbi, en Gllimr sagai honum til systkina sinna. E n  siaan, 
sagai hann honum, at par var einn sonr beira kominn .- fyrir 
hann. 
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Answer Question 1 and two others. You should pay attention in your answers to 
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same 
text in more than one essay. 

I. Translate three of the following passages, adding brief notes on any points of 
literary andor linguistic interest. 

\ 

(a> hat er nri sagt einhverju sinni of drit, at konungr bf8r 
Auauni at vera me8 sir  Blengaar, ok kvezk myndu gera hann 
skutilsvein sinn ok leggja til hans gdraa viraing. Auaun 
segir, ‘Gua bakki yar, herra, s6ma bann allan er p i r  vili0 tiI 
.min leggja; en hitt er mCr f skapi at fara lit til fslands.’ 
Konungr segir, ‘Petta sfnisk mir undarliga kosit.’ Auaun 
mdt i :  ‘Eigi m i  ek pat vita, herra’, segir hann, ‘at ek hafa 
hir mikinn s6ma mea yar, en mciair min troai stafkarls stfg 
Gt fslandi; bvr at nli er lokit bjprg Peki er ek lagaa til, Bar 
ek foera af fslandi.’ Konungr svarar: ‘Vel er maAt’, segir 
hann, ‘ok mannliga, ok muntu verba giptumaar. Sji einn 
var sv5 hlutrinn, at mir myndi eigi rnislika at bh fcerir I braut 
heaan. Ok ver nli mea mCr bar til er skip bliask.’ Hann 
gnrir sv4. 



(c> Nir Err G l u m  rit tiI'fsIands ok heim til Pverir. Ok 
mbaur sina hitti h a m  britt ,  ok fagnaai hon honum vel ok 
sagai ijjafnaa peira feaga ok baa hann p6 hafa via polinmrzai, 
en kvazk til litiis urn f e r  at ganga beim i m6ti. Siaan rei9 
hann heim at gar& P6 s4 hann, at fcerar var gararinn ok 
gengit i hans hlut, ok bi kvaa hann visu: 

(I)  N a r r  gengr m i r  ok minum, 
mendgll, hjliurn q h m ,  
bverr via glaum, inn greni  
garar, en oss of varai. 
Verar hr6ar skotat harala, 
hir  tini ek pat, minum, 
munat e m  o f  styr stila 
st Arflauss, fQ auraifi. 

\ I 

I Drifo u n b r  weir 
i djlr si&' 
synir NiBadar, 
i SzvarstpB. 

K6mo beir til kisto, 
krgf6o lukla- 
opin var illiid, 
er heir i si. 
Fipld var bar menia, 
er peim mqgom sfndiz . 

at vari gull rautt 
ok gcarsimar. 

-- 'KomiB einir weir, 
komigl annars dags- 
ykr lzt ek bat gull 
um gefit verba. 
Segi6a meyiom 
n i  salbibdom, 
manne sngom, 
at it rnik fyndi6.' 

* 

. .  
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Atli 1Ct 
lanz sins A vit 
i6 eyrskin 
aptr fri morai. . 

Dynr var i garai, 
drQslom of brungit, 
vipnsgngr viraa- 
v6ro af  heiai komnir. 

. .. 

ut gekk b;i Guanin 
Atla i gqgn 
mea gyltom kilki 
at reifa gipld rdgnk: 
‘Piggia knittu, kengill, 
i pinni hQllo 
glaar at Guarrino 
gnadda niflfarna.’ 

Umao Qlskdir 
Atla, vinhQfgar, 
pa er f hpll saman 
H h a r  t Q h z ,  
gumar gransfair. 
Gengo inn hvatir. 

’ 2. Comment on four of the following 

(a) Hverjar em pzr sn6tir, 
erganga syrgjandi 

mQrgum mQnnum 
hafa per at meini orbit, . 
via pat munu pzr sinnaldr aIa? 
Heiarekr konungr, 
hyggau at gitu! 

at fO&t$ f Q h ;  

a- ’ 

P 
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Veit ek, at ek hekk 
vindga meiai 5 
nztr allar niu. 
geiri undabr 
ok gefinn Obi, 
sjilfr sjdlfum rnir, 
B peim rneiai 
er  manngi veit 
hvers hann af r6turn renn. 

- A  

“Ppkk mun griita 
purrurn t ihm 
B aldrs b dlfar ar . 
Kyks ni dau6s 
nautka ek karls sonar: 
haldi He1 hvi er hefir.”. 

‘En bess geta menn at &r hafi verit Loki Laufeyjarson er flest, 
I hefir illt gert me6 Asurn.’ 

(d) Ek s i  Baldri, 
bl66gom tivor, 
6 ~ i n s  b a d ,  
srlpg fdgin. 

vpllo[m] hzri, 
mi& ok mipk fagr, 
mistilteinn. 

St66UTlVaxiM, 

e .  
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~ D A N  gengr hon l i t  ok til rn6ts via Gisla o 
honum: ,,F6stra rnin e r  nli vitlaus ordin 

svikja bik." ,-Gisli maelti: ,,Ger hfi bkr gott i h 
at eigi mun mir  hat at fjQrlesti V e d a ,  at Auar biekki 
mik,"  ok kvaa visu. 

. .  . 
pi kvab Poiin6ar v i m -  . . , I  

rear grpnn si;pgui rnsnni': 
haukeretrr en hvita; ' ' . .  

J \ .  . Emkak raubr, en rjddum . ' . '  . 
. .  

. .  
(f) 

. -  

: hyggr f ir  of mik airan; . , 

hilt .veldr mc'r. at mcldrer 
. .  . 

7 .  . . .  '. .. 
, . ' >  

' . ;": . : morarenjinda .,Fenju . . .. . 
. dnnrkra kipas . . .  

, . . . .  
ar. rpor."- ' ., . .. 

kveait, ba .andabi 
igi fyrr.'til jaraar e 
son fylldi . .  visuna, er Po&d$'r.;hafdj 
a," . sag$ hann, ,svi m.ynai skilait . .  

, . . .  . .. . . .  
. .  

D$ kvaa Gllimr svi p (g) 
at or%, at: 'ek nefni Asgrim i vztti, annan Gizur i pat vztti, at 
ek vim hofseia at baugi, ok segi ek bat E s i ,  at ek vark at bar,. 
ok v& at par, ok rauak at bar odd OK egg, er Porvaldr kr6kr 
fekk bana. Liti nli 6 ei0, peir er spekimenn eru ok vi8 em 
staddir. ' 

- 

I 
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3. EITHER (a) “Viga-Gltirns saga is essentially a biography of Viga-Glbr 
Eyjblfsson”. How useful is the term “biography” to characterise this saga? 

OR (b) “Viga-GNms saga is about how to behave - and how not to - in society”. 
Discuss. 

4. “In Atlakvida and Volundarkvida we are shown protagonists on the very margins of 
humanity”. Consider this statement with reference to either or both poems. 

5. “It is only with some knowledge o f  the other versions of the story that we can fully 
appreciate the achievement of the Atlakvida poet”. Do you agree? 

6. Write on the function of parallelism in Volundarkuida. 

7. “The story of Au3un and his bear is archetypal; we need know nothing of the 
particularities of the Icelandic literary tradition to appreciate its excellences”. Do you 
agree? 

8. Write on the contribution of skaldic or Eddaic verse to any Old Norse prose 
narrative(s) you have read. 

9. “The author of [Hewarar saga] attempted, not always successfully, to combine a 
number of stories and poems into a single coherent narrative”. Would you make any 
stronger claim for the constructional abilities of the saga author? 

10. “In Gisla saga, the women are the key to the narrative”. Do you agree? 

1 1. Compare and contrast Voluspd with the relevant sections o f  Snorri’s Gylfaginning. 

12. Do you agree with Kurt Schier’s view that loyalty is the unifying theme of 
Fbstbradra saga? 

13. “Hdvamd offers little more than an uneasy blend of unattractively cynical and 
self-serving observations on the one hand, and an incoherent and largely 
unintelligible smattering of pagan lore on the other”. Consider any part of this 
statement. 
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