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SECOND PUBLIC EXAMINATION

HONOUR SCHOOL OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 2004

COURSE I
Paper B16 Old Norse Texts

Tuesday, 18 May 2004, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm

Time allowed — Three hours

Answer Question 1 and two others. You should pay attention in your answers to
the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same
text in more than one essay.

Do not turn over until told to do so.



Answer Question 1 and fwo others. You should pay attention in your answers to

the precise terms of the questions, and should not write substantially on the same
text in more than one essay.

1. Translate three of the following passages, adding bnef notes on any points of
literary and/or linguistic interest.

(2)

Pat er nu sagt einhverju sinni of vdrit, at konungr bydr
Auduni at vera med sér dlengdar, ok kvezk myndu gera hann
_skutilsvein sinn ok leggja til hans géda virding. Audun
segir, ‘Gud bakki ydr, herra, séma bann allan er pér vilid til
.min leggja; en hitt er mér { skapi at fara ut til Islands.’
-Konungr segir, ‘Petta synisk mér undarliga kosit.” Audun
melti: ‘Eigi mi ek pat vita, herra', segir hann, ‘at ek hafa
hér mikinn séma med ydr, en médir min trodi stafkarls stig
Gt 4 Islandi; byl at na er lokit bjorg peiri er ck lagda til, d0r
‘ek feera af Islandi’ Konungr svarar: ‘Vel er mealt’, segir
‘hann, ‘ok mannliga, ok muntu verda giptumadr. Sjd einn
var svd hlutrinn, at mér myndi eigi mislika at pd feerir { braut
hedan. Ok ver nd med mér par til er skip blask.’. Harm'
gerir svd.

“(b) _ Nt er at segja fré Gtanferd Glums Pegar er hann kom'
vid land for hann upp & Vers til Vlgfuss Ok er hann kom'
at beenum, pa sé hann par mikit fjolmenni ok margs konar
skemtan ok leika; ok pat péttisk hann sjd, at par mundi 4 ollum
hlutum stérmenska vera. En par sem hann si marga menn
merkiliga, b4 vissi hann eigi, hvar Vigfiss mundi vera, frendi
hans. Pat mark hafdi hann til hans, at hann si mann mikinn
ok vegligan i ondvegi { skautfeldi blim, ok 1ék sér at spjéti
gullreknu; gekk sidan at honum ok kvaddi hann, en hann ték
vel kvedju hans. Vigfiss spurdi, hvat manna hann veri, en
hann kvazk vera fslenzkr ok eyfirzkr. P4 spurdi Vigfiss at
Eyjolfi magi sinum ok Astridi déttur sinni; en [hann] kvad
hann andadan: ‘en Astrfdr lifir.’ Vigfass spurdi, hvat barna
beira lifdi, en Glumr sagdi honum til systkina sinna.- En sidan,
sagdi hann honum, at par var einn sonr peira kominn fyrir.
hann. S
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Nt ferr Glumr t til Tslands ok heim til Pverdr. Ok

moédur sina hitti hann britt, ok fagnadi hon honum vel ok

" sagdi 6jafnad peira fedga ok bad hann p6 hafa vid polinmeedi,

(d)
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Drifo ungir tveir
d dyr sid,

synir Nidadar,

i Szvarstgd.

Kémo peir dl kisto,
krof8o lukla—

opin var illag,

er beir i sa.

Figld var bar menia, -
er peim mogom syndiz
at veri gull rautt -

ok gersimar.

‘Komid einir tveir,
komid annars dags—
ykr lzt ek pat gull
um gefit verda.
Segida meyiom

né salpiodom,
manne @ngorm,

at it mik fyndid.’

en kvazk til litils um feer at ganga peim { méti. Sidan reid
hann heim at gardi. P4 s4 hann, at feerdr var gardrinn ok’
gengit 4 hans hlut, ok b4 kvad hann visu: '
(1) Narr gengr mér ok minum, .

mendell, hjdum ¢llum,

bverr vid glaum, inn greeni

gardr, en oss of vardi.

Verdr hrodr skotat hardla,

hér tini ek pat, minum,

munat enn of styr stdla

starflauss, foduraffi.

TURN OVER



() Atli lét | -
lanz sins 4 vit
16 eyrskin
aptr frd mord1. -
Dynr var { gardi,
drgslom of prungit,’
‘vapnsengr virda— -
‘véro af heidi komnir.

Ut gekk pd Gudrin.
Atla { gogn B
med gyltom kalki

at reifa giold rognis:
‘piggia knattu, pengill,
i binni hello

gladr at Gudrino
gnadda nififarna.’

Umdo olskalir

Atla, vinhofgar,

b4 er { holl saman
Hnar tolduz,
gumar gransfoir.
Gengo inn hvatir.

2.~ Comment on four of the following

(a) Hverjar eru pzr snotir, -
‘er ganga - syrgjandi- -
.at. fonitxii fodur;
/TnQrgum mennum
‘hafa p=zr at meini ordit, - .
vi0 pat munu per sinn.aldr ala?
Heidrekr konungr, =~ - =

~hyggdu at gitul . -
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(®) Veit ek, at ek hekk =
vindga meidi 4 e
natr allar niu,

.geiri undadr
ok gefinn Odni,
- sjalfr sjalfum mér,
‘4 peim meidi
.er manngi veit
;..hvers hann af rétum renn.

"Hon segur?
(c), “Pokk mun grita
burrum tirum .
Baldrs bélfarar.
Kyks né dauds A
nautka ek karls sonar:
haldi Hel bvf er hefir.”

- ‘En bess geta. menn at bar haﬁ ver*t Loki Laufey]arson er ﬂest;
hefir illt gert med Asum '

@ Ek si Baldri,

blédgom nvor
Odins barni,

" orlpg folgin.

< ..St60 um vaxinn,

_ vpllo[m] har,
‘mior ok mipk fagr,
‘'mistilteinn. :
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(e) {pAN gengr hon ut ok til mots vid Glsla ok seglr;' =

honum: ,Fostra min er nu vitlaus oram ok vill -

‘svxkla bik.* -Gisli melti: ,Ger bt bér gott i hug, bvi .

‘at eigi mun mér bat at fierlesti verda, at Auar bIEkkl;' i
mik,* ok kvad visu. o

03] Pi kvaa Pormoar visu:
: R 73 Emkak raubr. en r;oéum
reedr gronn Skogul manni .
_ haukasetrs en hvita;
- hyggr fir of mik siran; ]
- hitt ‘veldr mér, at meldrar |
:.—moraven]anda Fen]u .
|7, didp.ok danskra vipna .
':A"-':.:Dagshnbur spor '— g oL
Ok er. hann hafal,?betta kvedit, bd - andaaxsk hann standandn
vid vandbalkmn al fell eigi fyrr til jardar en hann var daubr
"Haraldr kommgr ngurBarson fylldx visuna, er Pormobr hafbl
Dagshnaar spor svxaa._ sagél ‘hann, wSVi myndi skaldnt

_ '-Vll]a kvedit hafa

g) : I:'a kvad Glumr. svis v
at ordi, at: ‘ek nefni Asgrim { vtti, arinan Gizur { pat vtti, at
ek vinn hofseid at baugi, ok segi ek pat ZEsi, at ek vark at par,'
~ ok vk at par, ok raudk at par.odd ox egg, er Porvaldr krékr
fekk bana. Liti nd 4 eid, peir er spcklrnenn eru ok v16 eru

staddlr R . , o e
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3. EITHER (a) “Viga-Glims saga is essentially a biography of Viga-Glumr
Eyjolfsson”. How useful is the term “biography” to characterise this saga?

OR (b) “Viga-Glums saga is about how to behave — and how not to — in society”.
Discuss.

4. “In Atlakvida and Vélundarkvioa we are shown protagonists on the very margins of
humanity”. Consider this statement with reference to either or both poems.

5. “It is only with some knowledge of the other versions of the story that we can fully
appreciate the achievement of the Aflakvida poet”. Do you agree?

6. Write on the function of parallelism in Vélundarkvida.

7. “The story of Audun and his bear is archetypal; we need know nothing of the
particularities of the Icelandic literary tradition to appreciate its excellences”. Do you
agree?

8. Write on the contribution of skaldic or Eddaic verse to any Old Norse prose
narrative(s) you have read.

9. “The author of [Hervarar saga] attempted, not always successfully, to combine a
number of stories and poems into a single coherent narrative”. Would you make any
stronger claim for the constructional abilities of the saga author?

10. “In Gisla saga, the women are the key to the narrative”. Do you agree?
11. Compare and contrast Véluspd with the relevant sections of Snorri’s Gylfaginning.

12. Do you agree with Kurt Schier’s view that loyalty is the unifying theme of
Féstbreedra saga?

13. “Havamdl offers little more than an uneasy blend of unattractively cynical and
self-serving observations on the one hand, and an incoherent and largely
unintelligible smattering of pagan lore on the other”. Consider any part of this
statement.
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