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Brighton & Hove City Council
4th Floor Bartholomew House 
Bartholomew Square 
Brighton 
BN1 1JE

 
 
 

 

Ms Nirmala Magecha 

FOI Reference: 6643877

. 

Direct Dial: 01273 295959

Email: xxxxxxxx@xxxx.xxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx

Date: 22 June 2020

 
 
Your reference:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
 
Dear Ms Magecha
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
Please can you let me have a list of empty commercial properties which 
have been empty for a long period and current empty commercial 
properties.

We can confirm that Brighton & Hove City Council holds the information you 
requested. However, under section 21 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act we 
are not required to provide information in response to a request if it is already 
reasonably accessible by other means.

The information requested is available on the Council’s website through the 
following page;
 
https://new.brighton-hove.gov.uk/business-and-trade/business-rates/business-
information-and-accounts-credit
 
Through the following link;

You can download our recent business rates information for businesses in the 
city.

You can sort the data to obtain information as required. More information on 
how to sort the information:
 
Billing Authority Property Reference 

Column A

Code (linking the property to the VOA 
database reference)
Account Holder

Column D

Firm's Trading Name (if applicable) 

Column E

Full Property Address (Number, 

Column G to L

  



[bookmark: 2]Street, Postal Code, Town)
Occupied / Vacant

Column AG to AI  lists empty property 
discounts

Date of Occupation / Vacancy    

Column AH to AJ  lists empty property 
discount start dates

Actual annual rates (charged in 

Column Q less R to V

Pounds)
Details of any reliefs or discounts 

Column R to AF

applied to the account 
Rateable Value

Column M and N

There is certain information we do not share:
 
Personal Data (to include contact details, addresses, phone numbers and 
email addresses,)
As this is personal data, disclosure under Freedom of Information is conditional 
upon satisfying the 1st Data Protection Principle, that processing be fair, lawful 
and transparent.

We recognise that there is a public interest in transparency and accountability in 
public decision making. We have balanced this against the privacy rights of the 
individual data subjects and the expectations set with them at the time the data 
was  collected.  On  balance,  we  consider  the  detriment  to  privacy  through 
disclosure outweighs the interest that would be served.  Accordingly, disclosure 
would be in contravention of the First Data Protection Principle.

It is therefore appropriate for us to withhold this information under section 40(2) 
of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 by virtue of section 40(3A)(a). 
Therefore we are exempting this part of the request under section 40(2) of the 
FOI Act by virtue of section 40(3A)(a) of the same Act.

Address details for companies are publicly available.
 
Individual’s details for certain property types.
Although liable for business rates, we think the following property types are not 
run as businesses and therefore disclosure of information where the liable party 
is an individual is withheld:

Beach Huts, Individual garages, car parking spaces
 
 
Please quote the reference number 6643877 in any future communications.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to 
ask for an Internal Review. Internal Review requests should be submitted within 
two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original request, as 
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per ICO Guidance https://ico.org.uk/your-data-matters/official-information/ and 
should be addressed to:
 
xxxxxxxx@xxxx.xxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx
 
or by post to;
 
Information Governance Team 
Brighton & Hove City Council 
4th Floor, Bartholomew House 
Bartholomew Square 
Brighton 
BN1 1JE
 
 

If you are still dissatisfied with the Council’s response after the Internal Review 
you have a right of appeal to the Information Commissioner at:

The Information Commissioner's Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire SK9 5AF. 
Telephone: 0303 123 1113 
Website: www.ico.org.uk  

 
We will now close your request as of this date.
 
 
Yours sincerely
 

 
Information Governance Officer

  




    

  

  
