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31 March 2017  

  

 

Dear Mr Lawrence, 

 

Your request was received on 3 March 2017 and I am dealing with it under the terms of the Freedom of 

Information Act 2000 (‘the Act’). 

 

You asked: 

 

Could you please release all the exam papers and model solutions, as far as possible, that 

Economics students sat in the academic year 2014-2015. 

 

The exam papers are attached. Please note that the attached documentation should not be copied, 

reproduced or used except in accordance with the law of copyright. 

 

The model solutions, insofar as they are held, are exempt under section 36(2)(c) of the Act. In the 

reasonable opinion of the Vice-Chancellor (who is the University’s ‘qualified person’ to make such 

decisions), their disclosure would be likely to prejudice the effective conduct of public affairs because it 

would be likely to fundamentally compromise the core University process of high-quality education and 

examination. 

 

As this is a qualified exemption, the University has considered whether, in all the circumstances of the 

case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the 

information. The University does not consider that the public interest is served in any way by the 

disclosure of the content of these particular model answers. Instead it would enable the students to 

learn ‘by rote’ the answers required for success in the examination, fundamentally compromising the 

examination process and the University’s mission ‘to contribute to society through the pursuit of 

education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence’. It would also, by 

making the model solutions public, render it impossible to reuse certain question types from year-to-

year for quality control purposes and therefore would necessitate a greater degree of academic staff 
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time in creating new questions and model solutions each year to the extent that their other duties in 

teaching and research would be adversely affected. 

 

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to make a 

complaint or request an internal review of this decision, you should write to Dr Kirsty Allen, Head of the 

Registrary’s Office, quoting the reference above, at The Old Schools, Trinity Lane, Cambridge, CB2 

1TN or send an email marked for her attention to foi@admin.cam.ac.uk. The University would normally 

expect to receive your request for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this letter and 

reserves the right not to review a decision where there has been undue delay in raising a complaint. If 

you are not content with the outcome of your review, you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the Information Commissioner cannot make a decision unless 

you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by the University. The Information 

Commissioner may be contacted at: The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water 

Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF (https://ico.org.uk/). 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
James Knapton 

mailto:xxx@xxxxx.xxx.xx.xx
https://ico.org.uk/
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