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Annex A 

 
 
Dear Callum McLean, 
 
You sent in a Freedom of Information review request of 3527 and asked: 
  
Thank you for your reply of 29th November 2011 denying that the Department of Work & 
Pensions (DWP) regarded my "premise" of a contingent liability surrounding the alleged 
culpability of the DWP in at least 10 deaths, and to date approaching 17 deaths as 
allegedresults of defects in the DWP welfare reform system as competent under FOI. 
      
By your reply, you have proven a COMPLETE FAILURE to discharge your LEGAL obligation in 
terms of the Freedom of Information Acts. Your reply is prima facie evidence of your FAILURE. 
      
 The evidence above proves that you have not been clear on why you are refusing my request. 
Are you refusing it on the grounds that information is held but not being released? Or refusing 
on the grounds that you do not hold the information? 
   
If the latter, then outwith the FOI legislation, please can you supply the definitive name and 
legal service address of the "Directing Mind" in this issue so that the appropriate action may be 
taken to safeguard public funds from a tsunami of claims from those with just cause against 
the defective, dangerous, and frequently fatal current welfare reform? 
      
 It would be a very foolish civil servant or minister who did not recognise that there is a de facto 
"contingent" liability of high cumulative monetary value caused by the evident defects in the 
current DWP welfare reform system. Or are you also disputing the "premise" that well in 
excess of 10 people have died as a result of your defective welfare reform system? I would 
remind you, and I quote HM Coroner Fiona Wilcox of just one "poignant and tragic" example of 
the appalling carnage alleged to trace culpability back  to the DWP, AND as reported in the 
highly respected UK Court News.... 
      
     http://www.courtnewsuk.co.uk/newsgallery/?news_id=26081 
      
Richard Sanderson stabbed himself twice in the heart allegedly  because your department 
wanted to save £30 per week. Your saving left a young widow and fatherless nine year old 
son. Or is that just a "premise" without any foundation? 
      
I would caution you to NOW take proper and full legal advice due to the fact you fail to 
understand BASIC laws of Freedom of  Information so by deduction are unlikely to have had 
proper legal advice or due diligence as to the significant contingent liability to the public purse 



of the wider issue of mass deaths and extensive  Mental Health Act sectioning of benefit 
claimants put to the edge of suicidal actuation by the alleged conduct and systemic failures of 
the DWP. 
      
Herewith I also submit my request for my original FOI missive to  you to be reviewed 
internally? 
    
I have reviewed the case. We do not hold the information requested in your original request.  
 
However, as was stated in the original reply, the Work Capability Assessment was designed in 
close consultation with experts and disability organisations and was subject to the appropriate 
legislative process as part of the Welfare Reform Bill 2007. You can find more information 
about this including the equality impact assessments undertaken for the Work Capability 
Assessment on our website at:  http://dwp.gov.uk/policy/welfare-reform/employment-and-
support/  
 
In addition, the Work Capability Assessment is subject to continuous review and refinement to 
ensure it is fair and effective.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
DWP Central FoI Team 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have 

exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information 

Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF www.ico.gov.uk 




    

  

  
