
Number of incidents where drugs
(1) 

were found in possession of prisoners in prisons in England and Wales by type of drug, 12 months ending March 2018

Drug type 12 months ending March 2018

Class A 193

Class B 1,445

Class C 514

Prescriptive drugs 180

Psychoactive substances
2

2,872

Other
3

1,064

Unknown 2,459

(1)  More than one type of drug can be found in a single incident.

(3)  The 'other' category may include drugs which would be presented in the other classifications but are not formally recorded so cannot be split out into these categories.

(2)   In the Psychoactive Substances Act (2016) “psychoactive substance” means any substance which is capable of producing a psychoactive effect in a person who consumes it, 

and is not an exempted substance. Exempted substances are: controlled drugs, medicinal products, alcohol or alcoholic products, nicotine, tobacco products, caffeine or caffeine 

products or any substance which is ordinarily consumed as food, and does not contain a prohibited ingredient.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/2/contents

Source:  HMPPS Incident Reporting System

Every effort is made to ensure that the figures presented are accurate and complete. However, it is important to note that the data have been drawn from large scale administrative 

systems and as such are subject to possible errors with data entry and processing. 


