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Dear Mr Smith, 

 
Thank you for your email of 19 November in which you requested the following information: 
 
The Army Secretariat has previously provided “ADR Part 12 Special Appointments.pdf”, within it 
states: 
 

‘“12.024. Swords. Vice Lord-Lieutenants and Deputy Lieutenants, when wearing No 2 dress 
(Service dress), carry a sword appropriate to the arm of Service to which they formerly 
belonged; otherwise, and with Lieutenancy dress, the Infantry pattern sword should be worn, 
but Cavalry pattern may be worn by those in possession.” 

 
1. Please clarify which sword pattern this should be for a Deputy Lieutenant in Scotland.  

 
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpooleysword.com%2F
en%2FInfantry_Sword&amp;data=02%7C01%7Ccio-
foi%40mod.gov.uk%7Cadfd7541efed409e888b08d76d31815e%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95
d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C1%7C637097931710209187&amp;sdata=TdbbjY7QC86ACMuQOL
oAx3xJ10qZ1kcW4aftN8NvZxY%3D&amp;reserved=0 

 
or  

 
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpooleysword.com%2F
en%2FHighland_Broadsword&amp;data=02%7C01%7Ccio-
foi%40mod.gov.uk%7Cadfd7541efed409e888b08d76d31815e%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95
d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C1%7C637097931710209187&amp;sdata=GHo%2BINrTdGlfmWfx0
Ulo6tZYZmbMmjB6YrChGyU6eko%3D&amp;reserved=0 

 
2. If a Deputy Lieutenant has a sword from Army Reserve Service (below Colonel rank) are 
they entitled to carry this or are they expected to carry “the Infantry pattern sword” as stated in 
the ADR.’ 

 
I am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) 2000. A search for the information has now been completed within the Ministry of 
Defence, and I can confirm that the information in scope of your request is held and the answers to 
your questions can be found below.  
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Appropriate dress for Lieutenancy is the same for those in Scotland, England and Wales, with the 
exception of bages and buttons which differ depending on regiment.   

 
A Lord Lieutenant in Scotland wearing Lieutenancy No.1 dress, should carry the Mameluke style of 
sword.  Deputy Lieutenants should carry a standard Infrantry pattern sword with a silver scabbard, 
this is the same for a Vice Lieutenant.   If a Vice or Deputy Lieutenant has previous military service 
and rose to the rank of colonel, then they may wear their former military service uniform with the 
appropriate sword.  When a sword is appropriate in No.2 dress, the sword should be the infantry 
pattern or a variation thereof (e.g. Footguards or Rifles).  It would be inappropriate to carry any sword 
in Service No.2 Dress that is not worn from the Sam Browne frog with belt.  

 
It would be incorrect for a Deputy Lord Lieutenant who is currently in service or retired from military 
service to wear military uniform if they hold/held a lesser rank than Colonel. However, if they are 
wearing the Lieutenancy form of No.2 Dress and possess a sword form previous military service, 
this may be worn but with a Sam Browne Belt without frog.  If the pattern sword that they possess is 
Cavalry or Royal Artillery pattern, this can only be worn from sword slings and should not wear a 
Sam Browne belt.   
 
If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first 
instance.  Following this, if you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content 
of this response, you can request an independent internal review by contacting the Information 
Rights Compliance team, Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-
FOI-IR@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review should be made within 40 
working days of the date of this response.  
 
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the 
MOD internal review process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be 
found on the Commissioner's website at https://ico.org.uk/. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Army Secretariat 
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