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Dear Mr Pring 
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request received on 29 November 2014.   
You asked :- 
 
“Thank you for your response. However, I have a follow-up question. 
 
Although you say that it has had no separate budget since April 2012, ODI still exists 
as an entity and so DWP must have a record of how much ODI has spent every year 
since then and how much it is projected to spend this year. 
 
After all, ODI has its own website: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-disability-issues and has a 
number of specific responsibilities.  
 
Therefore, please tell me how much has been spent on those responsibilities by ODI 
in every year since April 2012. 
 
Alternatively, if ODI no longer exists as an entity, please tell me it was dissolved and 
why no announcement was made about that happening.” 
 
I can confirm that the Department for Work and Pensions holds information falling 
within the description specified in your request. However, we estimate that the cost 
of complying with your request would exceed the appropriate limit of £600. The 
appropriate limit has been specified in regulations and for central Government it is 
set at £600. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending 3½ working 
days in determining whether the Department holds the information, and locating, 
retrieving and extracting the information. Under section 12 of the Freedom of 
Information Act the Department is not obliged to comply with your request and we 
will not be processing your request further.  

Under section 16 of the FOIA we are obliged to assist you in providing options to 
narrow your request, by reforming or refocusing it, so that it will fall beneath the cost 
limit.  The DWP will then be happy to consider your request afresh. However, we 
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should advise that the DWP cannot guarantee that any revised request will be within 
the cost limit. 

 
At the start of the 2012-13 financial year, following a restructuring within the 
Department, the Office for Disability Issues became a Division within the Disability 
Directorate.  Finance is managed at the Directorate level using one cost centre 
code which does not allow for easy identification of any part of the Directorate’s 
spend.  Further, in September 2014 the Disability Directorate and the Health and 
Wellbeing Directorate came together to form the Health, Disability and Employment 
Directorate.  Spend will be managed at the new Directorate level from April 2015.  
Budget and advance projections are not broken down below Directorate level.  It is 
possible to provide total spend information for the Disability Directorate from April 
2012 to the present 

If you have any queries about this letter please contact me quoting the reference 
number above.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
E Darby 
Office for Disability Issues 
Health, Disability and Employment Directorate 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 
 
If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing freedom-of-
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx or by writing to DWP, Central FoI Team,  
Caxton House, Tothill Street, SW1H 9NA. Any review request should be submitted within two months 
of the date of this letter.  
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 
Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless 
you have exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted 
at: The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF 
www.ico.org.uk/Global/contact_us  or telephone 0303 123 1113 or 01625 545745  
 
 

 




    

  

  
