
 
                                        

 

Department for Communities and Local Government 
Fry Building 

2 Marsham Street 
London 

SW1P 4DF 

Telephone: 030 3444 0000 
Mr J Giggins 
via whatdotheyknow.com 

Date: 18 May 2015 

 
Dear Mr Giggins

Freedom of Information (FOIA) Internal Review Request – Reference 776543 

Thank you for your request for a review received on 23 March 2015. I am sorry that 
you are dissatisfied with our attempts to handle your request under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I am the review officer appointed to undertake the internal review and I am writing to 
provide a response. I had no involvement in the original FOIA decision.

Background

On 12 February 2015 you wrote to the Department requesting: 

“more information regarding the statement made by the former Minister for Housing 
in this linked article 
http://www.lgcplus.com/news/services/housing/planning/demolition-no-longer-
favoured-in-regeneration/5058562 

Mark Prisk said in a statement to Parliament last week that funding rules drawn up 
under the Labour administration would be revamped to “end the bias for demolition 
in the state sector”. “This will include stating in housing funding bidding documents 
that demolitions are not appropriate,” he said.

1. Please could you provide me with a copy of the statement, or a link to it if 
already publicly available;

2. Please could you also supply any correspondence between your department 
and/or the Minister and the HCA and other interested parties (Local 
Authorities, RSL's etc) regarding implementation of the revamp; and

3. If possible within the time limits of the FOI Act/EIR regulations could you also 
please supply any follow up correspondence/monitoring of the revamp.”

On 12 March 2015, you contacted the Department regarding your request, as you 
had received a notification via WhatDoTheyKnow.com that the deadline had passed. 
My colleague Tim Hayward responded to this, apologising for the delay and advising 
that a response would be sent as soon as possible. Later on the same day, my 
colleague Tom Clifford contacted you requesting clarification of your request, as the 
link supplied did not work. You replied advising that you had already corrected this, 

http://www.lgcplus.com/news/services/housing/planning/demolition-no-longer-favoured-in-regeneration/5058562
http://www.lgcplus.com/news/services/housing/planning/demolition-no-longer-favoured-in-regeneration/5058562
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and providing the link as requested. Tom thanked you, and apologised for the 
confusion.

On 18 March 2015, Samya Muddathir wrote to you, attaching the Department’s 
response to your request for information, signed by Tim Hayward. This stated that 
some of the information you requested was not held by the Department; the 
business area concerned had searched their records, but no correspondence within 
the scope of your request had been located. However, he did provide a link to Mark 
Prisk’s original statement as requested, along with links to a Written Ministerial 
Statement from January 2015, further information about the Government’s affordable 
housing programme, and the Estate Regeneration Prospectus.

Request for review

On 23 March 2015 you requested an internal review of the handling of your request. 
You raised the following points:

“Please could you review and then detail the searches made, and by which business 
area, as it seems very unlikely that there were no communications at all regarding 
the change in stance on demolition. Maybe the communications are held by other 
business areas? Also I would have expected there to have been some monitoring of 
the policy changes.”

Appeal Officer’s response

I have now considered the points you raise and the basis of the original decision.

When considering our response to questions 2 and 3 of your original request, 
members of staff within the Affordable Housing Management & Standards, Private 
Sector Property, and Yorkshire, Humber, North East & East Midlands Local 
Enterprise Partnerships divisions of the Department were asked to search for any 
correspondence between the Department and/or the Minister and the HCA and other 
interested parties on the subject matter requested. No such correspondence was 
located, although it was noted that there was a chance of correspondence having 
been recorded on a correspondence management system, MINCOM, which had 
subsequently been replaced. Staff no longer had access to this system and, as a 
result, it was not searched.

Following receipt of your request for an internal review, I have again consulted 
colleagues in the relevant divisions of the Department, referred to above, as well as 
the Private Offices of all the Department’s Ministers and Special Advisers, and the 
National Planning Casework Unit. Furthermore, I have been able to obtain access to 
a record of the correspondence stored on MINCOM. I have determined that the 
Department does not hold any further information that falls in scope of your request; 
no correspondence is held regarding a “change in stance on demolition”, nor any 
“follow up correspondence/monitoring of the revamp”.
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Conclusion

Having reviewed this case, I have concluded that the Department was not as diligent 
as it should have been regarding the search undertaken, and for this I apologise. 
However, I am satisfied that you were provided with all information held by the 
Department and falling within the scope of your request.

If you are not satisfied that the Department has properly dealt with your request for a 
review of your request for information, you have the right to apply directly to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at:

The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire SK9 5AF
Telephone 0303 123 1113
Email: xxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx
Website: www.ico.gov.uk

Yours sincerely,
 
Ben Heathcote 
Lead FOI Business Partner - Finance and Corporate Services

Department for Communities and Local Government 
Citygate, 
Gallowgate, 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 4WH 
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