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Annex A 

 

e-mail: freedom-of-information

 

-xxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx

 

Our Ref: VTR 215

 
 

24 January 2012

Annex A 

 
Dear xxxxxxxxx, 
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request received on 19 January 2012 in which you 
asked: 
 
‘ Please see this WhatDoTheyKnow Freedom of Information request: 
      
 "The PM's misleading conference speech, re sickness benefit  claimants" 
     http://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/the_pms_misleading_conference_sp#comment-
24442 
      
If you read the response I received from the Cabinet Office - they say that your department is 
responsible for providing me with an answer. 
      
Please would you therefore answer the request I put to the Cabinet Office?’ 

 

The Department agrees with the previous responses you have received from the Cabinet 
Office, namely, that both the Ministerial Code and the Civil Service Code – which are 
enshrined in law - prevent civil servants from supporting the Prime Minister (or any other 
Minister) on purely party political issues.  We therefore do not have information on where he 
obtained his information as this is a matter for the Conservative Party. 
 
Instead I am interpreting your correspondence as a request for information on the number of 
people claiming benefits, the number of claims to sickness benefits and information on the 
number of those that have been assessed as fit for work or close their claim prior to 
assessment. 
 
It is possible to find information on these topics from the following sources: 
 
The Department publishes benefit statistics for Great Britain on its website, via the Tabulation 
Tool available at: http://83.244.183.180/100pc/tabtool.html 
 
The Tabulation Tool allows you to construct tables to your own requirements. To produce 
analysis on working age benefit claims select Benefit/Scheme Client Group Analysis of the 
Working Age; then select Analysis Caseloads (thousands) and proceed to make your analysis 
selections including the Statistical Group variable. 
 
For example, the following table shows that in May 2011 there were 2.57 million working age 
people claiming ESA and incapacity benefits. 



http://83.244.183.180/100pc/wa/ccdate/ccstatgp/a_carate_r_ccdate_c_ccstatgp.html 
 
In addition, the Department regularly publishes official statistics on Employment and Support 
Allowance (ESA) and the Work Capability Assessment (WCA) at the following link.  Previous 
publications are also available. 
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/workingage/index.php?page=esa_wca 
 
Table 1a or 1 of each publication shows the total number of new claims to ESA and their 
outcomes at their initial assessment.  In the July 2011 publication, Table 1 showed 1,342,100 
claims between October 08 and Nov-10.  Of these, it shows that the total numbers assessed 
as fit for work at initial assessment was 517,900 and there were also 485,500 claimants who 
closed their claim prior to being assessed. 
 

If you have any queries about this letter please contact me quoting the reference number 
above.   

Yours sincerely,  
 
 
DWP Central FoI Team 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 

 

If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing freedom-of-information-

xxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx or by writing to DWP, Central FoI Team, 5th Floor The Adelphi, 1-11, John Adam Street, 

London WC2N 6HT. Any review request should be submitted within two months of the date of this letter.  

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have 

exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information 

Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF www.ico.gov.uk 




    

  

  
