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Our Reference: FOI000897 

 
19 October 2017  
 
Dear Mrs Newsom 
 
Request for Information 
 
Thank you for your email dated 19 August 2017 requesting information on contracts for 
works at Daedalus. For ease of reference your request is below: 
 
1.  Please supply a copy of the Contract regarding demolition work undertaken by 
Hughes and Salvidge  2016-2017. 
2.   Since first making the request the main demolition contractor, Hughes and 
Salvidge appears to have left the site.   
 
We have reviewed your request and are happy to disclose a copy of this contract as 
requested. However, due to the size of the document, we have not been able to attach it as 
part of the email response. We are arranging for our IT Department to send you a separate 
email which will provide a link for you to download this document. 
 
The contract for this work is made up of a Framework Agreement, a Tender Specifications 
and a Purchase Order. These documents are being provided to you in full save for 
Annexures A and C of the Demolition Framework Agreement contract. Annexure C has 
been redacted as it relates to a separate agreement between Hughes and Salvidge on the 
one part and the provider of the online portal for monitoring procurement spending on the 
other part. 
 
Annexure A has also been withheld as it details the Contractor’s itemised unit costs for 
goods/services which, if released, would prejudice their commercial interests as it would 
reveal their pricing structure which could be used by its competitors to gain an unfair and 
unreciprocated advantage in future bids for work of a similar nature. Therefore, exemption 
s43(2) Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) - Prejudice to Commercial Interests applies.  
 
This exemption is subject to a public interest test to maintain the use of the exemption. We 
recognise there is a legitimate interest in the release of information held by a public 
authority, which can increase the public’s understanding of the work of that public authority 
and the use of public funds. However, the release of the information would provide 
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competitors of Hughes and Salvidge with an unfair and unreciprocated advantage with 
regards to the fees charged by Hughes and Salvidge for this work, and this would hinder the 
ability of Hughes and Salvidge to operate effectively in the competitive market place by 
putting them at a disadvantage when making future bids for work, which would not be in the 
public interest. In addition, if this information were released, it could harm HCA’s ability to 
attract the best and strongest bidders if those bidders were concerned their sensitive 
commercial information would be released. This in turn would lead to HCA struggling to 
attract the best firms to tender for works contracts and ultimately would hinder HCA’s ability 
to achieve best value for the public purse, which would not be in the public interest. We 
have, therefore, withheld this information – however the overall fee for the work (the cost to 
the public sector) has been disclosed as this is in the public interest.  
 
In addition to these redactions, there are minor redactions where the information consists of 
personal data – such as names and signatures. These redactions have been made in line 
with s40(2) FOIA – Personal Data. 
 
3.  NATTA is the main road building contractor currently undertaking such works 
having arrived on site 22 May 2017. 
4.  Please supply a copy of the Contract relating to NATTA's management of 
Daedalus stockpiles and Daedalus road work. 
 
Attached alongside this letter is a copy of the Infrastructure Works contract between HCA 
and NATTA Building Company Limited. Redactions have been made where itemised costs 
have been provided for goods/services and related payment structure information. However, 
the overall tender fee has been included. These redactions have been made under s43(2) 
FOIA for the same reasons as outlined above in relation to the Hughes and Salvidge 
contract earlier in this letter. 
 
The contract also contains CDs of information in relation to the works. We consider this to 
be environmental information and so are responding to this part of the request under the 
Environmental Information Regulations 2004, as it is information which relates to measures 
and works which could alter the state of the environment of the area concerned. This 
consists of 1.77 gigabytes of data (651 files) which would need to be reviewed and checked 
before it could be disclosed. To undertake this work on such a large volume of data would 
place a very significant burden on the resources of HCA, both in relation to the HCA’s 
information access function, leading to significant delays to other requests for information 
and the wider resources of the HCA dedicated to land regeneration.  
 
For this reason, we have refused this part of the request under regulation 12(4)(b) as it 
would be manifestly unreasonable in the circumstances to undertake this work in order to 
review and provide this information, subject to any relevant exceptions from disclosure. 
However, if you can identify any specific types of works information that you would like to 
receive that is not provided in the documents which have been disclosed, we may be able to 
respond to this revised request.  
 
For the sake of completeness, we would have reached the same conclusion if we had 
considered this part of the request under FOIA. Sections 12 FOIA allows for a request to be 
refused where the work required to comply with the request would exceed the appropriate 
limit (Section 12 states this is £450, equivalent to 18 hours work according to ICO 
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guidance). Due to the burden which would be placed on our resources in order to review 
and redact these documents, Section 14 FOIA provides for a request to be refused where to 
complete the work to reply would not be reasonable, despite the legitimate intentions of the 
request. 
 
5.  Please supply a copy of the Final Work Certificate if available together with interim 
Work Certificates connected with Hughes and Salvidge Ltd.'s demolition work during 
the above period. 
 
The certificates you have requested are not available as interim certificates have not been 
issued and the final work certificate will not be issued until the work is completed. Therefore 
HCA does not hold these documents and as a result cannot provide them. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this response or any further queries you can contact us 
at the following addresses and quote your unique reference number found at the top of this 
letter: 
 
Email: mail@homesandcommunities.co.uk 
Mail: Information Access Officer 
Homes and Communities Agency  
Fry Building 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF 
 
If you are unhappy with the way Homes and Communities Agency has handled your request 
you may ask for an internal review.  You should contact 
 
General Counsel 
Homes and Communities Agency  
Fry Building 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply 
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision.  The Information Commissioner can 
be contacted at 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
Online: https://ico.org.uk/concerns/getting/  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

mailto:xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xx.xx
https://ico.org.uk/concerns/getting/
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Robert Bean 
Legal and Information Officer 
Homes and Communities Agency  

 
 
 
 
 

 


