
From: Canning Thomas  
Sent: 21 December 2011 17:12 
To: Alleguen Claire 
Subject: FW: First steps to remove the hated Kings Cross one-way system 
 
Howdy, 
 
Please see below. 
 
Regards 
 
Tom 
 
Thomas Canning | Press Officer - Streets, Freight and Road Safety 
Transport for London | TfL Press Office, 11th Floor, Windsor House, 50 Victoria Street, London SW1H 
0TL  
Tel:  | Mobile: | Fax: | E-mail: thomascanning   
www.tfl.gov.uk  
The main press office number is 0845 604 4141  
 
From: camdennewjournal.co.uk]  
Sent: 21 December 2011 15:56 
To: Canning Thomas 
Subject: Fwd: First steps to remove the hated Kings Cross one-way system 
 
 Here you are Tom - this has gone out from Islington's Labour people.. Cllr Convery 
said the TfL quote is from one of your people and was sent to Camden and Islington 
councils. They expect to meet in January to start talks of some kind. I suppose – I'm 
sure this is true, perhaps blown out of proportion by Labour who have had enough of 
Green and Lib Dems hogging the limelight ..  – if you can just have a glance at it 
Tom, cheers 
 

  
  

  
 
 
  
First steps to remove the hated Kings Cross one-way system 



by  Cally Labour Councillors  
GLA member Jennette Arnold and Cllr Paul Convery at the danger junction 
 
Transport for London has caved-in to intense pressure and agreed to take the first steps 
toremove the “gyratory” roads that blight Kings Cross. The concession follows a top-level 
meeting where Islington’s City Hall representative Jennette Arnold and Cllr Paul Convery 
pressed the case for short-term safety measures and long-term removal of the one-way system. 
 
TfL has now announced they are “looking at options for radical change up to and including 
removal (and) discussions are commencing with Islington and Camden to scope out and 
undertake such a review in the New Year.” Repreentatives from the two Boroughs are expected 
to meet TfL officials on January 12th. 
 
Widespread public concern about pedestrian and cycle safety at Kings Cross reached a peak 
following the tragic death of Min Joo Lee on October 3rd at the junction of Grays Inn Rd and 
Euston Rd/Pentonville Rd. Because TfL had been warned of the dangers at this junction, 
campaigners and local politicians have called for a corporate manslaughter investigation against 
TfL. 
 
The key cross-party meeting on November 25th was convened by Jenette Arnold (Labour) and 
attended by City Hall representatives Val Shawcross (Labour), Jenny Jones (Green) and Mike 
Tuffrey (Lib Dem). TfL have plans to restructure the Grays Inn Rd junction in time for the 2012 
Olympic Games to deal with increased pedestrian footfall during the Games. But the officials 
agreed to look again at the plan to consider greater safety and enforcement measures 
particularly for cyclists at the Grays Inn Road approach. 
 
The Kings Cross one-way system actually consists of two separate gyratories: a northern triangle 
– York Way, Wharfedale Rd, Caledonian Rd; and a southern section – Pentonville Rd, Penton 
Rise, Kings Cross Rd, Swinton Street/Acton Street and Grays Inn Rd. Around this road system 
are a number of very dangerous junctions and crossing points. 
 
TfL has now conceded that, following from the extensive debate about cycle deaths around the 
one-way system, the entire road system needs to be reviewed. 
 
Local Councillor Paul Convery who is also Islington’s Executive Member for transport says “I am 
delighted that pressure has made TfL change its position so fundamentally. It is bizarre that only 
a fortnight ago, London Mayor Boris Johnson, told the London Assembly in a debate about 
London’s worst 10 spots for road deaths that it was “not feasible to remove the one-way system” 
at Kings Cross. Well, his own transport agency has now acknowledged that it could indeed be 
feasible … but no-one has yet thought how to do it. This latest announcement starts the process 
of figuring this out. It is the start of a long struggle but at least it’s a start.” 
Cally Labour Councillors | December 21, 2011 at 12:06 pm | Categories: Public 
transport,  Roads and pavements,  Street environment,  Traffic and parking | URL: 
http://wp.me/pNrvq-gz  
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