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Date: 16 January 2020   
Our ref: 2755048 
Contact: Lynsey Wilson 
Direct dial: 01275 885117 
Email: xxxxxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx

 

Corporate Services - Information requests 

 North Somerset Council 

Ms Jane Bishop

 Town Hall 

By email

Weston-super-Mare 

BS23 1UJ 

DX 744900 Clevedon 

Dear Ms Bishop
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by North Somerset Council. I have detailed below 
the information that is being released to you.

1. Who is/was the person, officer, department or outside company who drew up the staffing costs and 
calculations which are approved by the magistrates for council tax summonses & liability orders for 
the last 5 years.
Richard Penska

2. As there are no debt judgements for Council Tax made through Magistrates Court if summons to 
court and, there is no liability order, how does the Council or Magistrates substantiate the debts 
exists.
3. The Council Tax (Adminstration and Enforcement) (Amendment) (No. 2) (England) Regulations 
2003 Schedule Form A ways originally provided to draw up liabilities Orders but on 1st October 2003 
this was removed in law and without any written record from a magistrates the council has remain 
incapable of independent verification. Furthermore, if no stamp with a seal on a liability order (Form 
A) is not drawn up individually that's not provided/issued by the magistrate court then please provide 
the body of law of a signed certificate attached to a list of non payments of council tax with the 
process and enforcement that complys with billing of The Council Tax (Administration and 
Enforcement) Regulations and Local Government Finance Act 1992.
4. Please provide the body of law that confirms Magistrates Criminal Procedure Rules (CPR) does 
not apply to council tax liability orders.

For questions 2, 3 and 4, the process of billing and collection of council tax is carried out in 
accordance with the requirements of The Council Tax (Administration and Enforcement) Regulations 
1992 and any subsequent amendments made to these Regulations.

I should point out that requests made under the Freedom of Information Act should be for information 
held by a public body; the Act is not designed as a method to question processes or decisions.

North Somerset Council now considers that it has complied with your request.  However, you have a 
right to appeal if you are dissatisfied with our response.  Requests for an internal review must be made 
in writing, and within 40 working days of this response being issued to you.  When requesting an 
internal review, please include your reference number, the date of your original request and your 
contact details.  Please also include an explanation of why you are dissatisfied with our response.  
Requests for an internal review should be sent to xxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
The Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. 
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Phone: 0303 123 1113 
Website: www.ico.gov.uk
 
I will now close your request as of this date.
 
Yours sincerely
 

Lynsey Wilson 
Information Governance Manager




    

  

  
