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Our ref: 22649585

  

16 April 2021
 
Mr Dennis Fallon
 ??? 
 
 
 
 
 
Environmental Information Regulations 2004
 
Dear Mr Fallon
 
I can confirm that the information requested is held by Birmingham City 
Council. I have detailed below the information that is being released to you. 
 
Request 
“Please confirm what actually happens to the recycling waste, where is it 
sent to for sorting and does it generate revenue, and what proportion of if, 
if any, is sent directly for incineration instead of recycling.” 
 
Response
Dry Mixed Recycling (glass, cans and plastics): -
The co-mingled dry recycling materials (bottles, cans, and plastics) that are 
collected directly from households by the fortnightly collection service are then 
deposited at the five household waste recycling centres within Birmingham. 

They are firstly taken to one of the three transfer stations located within the city, 
then bulk loaded and transferred to the Four Ashes Materials Recycling Facility 
(MRF) which is in Wolverhampton. At the MRF these materials are sorted, 
suitable materials are sent onto various specialist recycling/processing facilities 
within the UK (a small number of aluminium cans are sent to a 
recycling/processing facility in Europe), the facilities used vary and are 
dependent on the available processing capacity and on commercial 
considerations. None of the materials that are collected as co-mingled recycling 
are sent directly for incineration. However, during the sorting process at the 
MRF materials that are deemed to be unsuitable for sending forward to the 
recycling facilities are rejected and are sent for incineration at facilities that 
produce energy in the form of electricity or heat and power. These rejected 
materials consist of items made from unsuitable materials and items that are 
made from materials that could be recycled but which are too heavily 
contaminated to be sent forward for further processing. 
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[bookmark: 2]In the period April 2020 to December 2020 19% of the materials sent to the 
MRF were rejected during the sorting process and sent for incineration with 
energy recovery. 

The plastic materials are further sorted at a specialised Plastic Recovery 
Facility (PRF) in Rainham. The further sorted material is either internalised to a 
processing facility located in Dagenham or sent for further processing.
The processing facility at Dagenham, processed specifically sorted plastic 
material, which are turned into food-grade HDPE pellets. The food grade pellets 
are used to make new food and drinks packaging over and over again. Other 
plastic material streams are also sorted and processed into plastic pellets, 
these are in turn, turned in to new plastic products, the range of uses is varied, 
from clothing to household items.

The glass material is further processed to be recycled back into glass products, 
where this isn’t possible the material is made into fiberglass and used in 
insulation products.

The metal material is further sorted and further processed to be made back into 
either aluminium products or steel products again.
This can produce a revenue for Birmingham City Council; however, this is 
dependent on the quality of the materials collected.
 
Paper and Card: -
The paper and card that are collected directly from households by the fortnightly 
collection service is deposited at the five household waste recycling centres 
within Birmingham, it is firstly taken to one of the three transfer stations located 
within the city then bulk loaded and transferred to a paper mill in the heart of 
Birmingham.  At the mill the mixed paper and card is recycled and processed to 
create paper packaging products like cardboard boxes.
This can produce a revenue for Birmingham City Council, however this is 
dependent on the quality of the materials collected.
 
Green Garden Waste: -
The material is then taken to one of three Waste Transfer Stations here in 
Birmingham, where the material is bulk loaded and sent to a composting facility 
on the edge of the city.  The green waste is broken down and used within the 
landscaping industry or made into products like soil enhancer and compost.
 
 
Please quote the reference number 22649585 in any future communications.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to 
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ask for an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within 
40 working days from the date this authority issued its initial response to your 
original letter and should be addressed to:
 
Corporate Information Governance Team
PO Box 16366
Birmingham
B2 2YY
Email: xxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx
 
 
 

If you are still dissatisfied with the Council’s response after the internal review 
you have a right of appeal to the Information Commissioner at:

The Information Commissioner's Office 

Website: www.ico.org.uk

 
I will now close your request as of this date.
 
 
Yours sincerely
 

 
 
Information Governance Team
Neighbourhoods Directorate
Birmingham City Council
 
Re Use of Public Sector Information
Where Birmingham City Council is the copyright holder of any information that may be released, re-use for personal, 
educational or non-commercial purposes is permitted without further reference to the City Council. Where the re-use is 
for other purposes, such as commercial re-use, the applicant should notify the City Council in writing to seek approval or 
agree terms for re-use
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