
From: Mitchell,Don (Environmental Services)
To: ES Planning Control (Environmental Services)
Subject: FW: 44993 SCOM/4/46 - Scoping opinion for Hill Top Farm, Clay Cross, Derbyshire.
Date: 27 February 2012 09:53:43
Attachments: 44993 DCC_SCOM_4_46 scoping - Surface coal mining - hill top fm clay X RH.pdf

 

From: Hoskin, Rachel (NE) [mailto:xxxxxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx] 
Sent: 26 February 2012 14:36
To: Mitchell,Don (Environmental Services)
Subject: 44993 SCOM/4/46 - Scoping opinion for Hill Top Farm, Clay Cross, Derbyshire.

Dear Don,

Thank you for consulting Natural England on the scoping opinion for the above.   Please find
attached my response.

Regards,

Rachel

<<44993 DCC_SCOM_4_46 scoping - Surface coal mining - hill top fm clay X RH.pdf>>

Rachel Hoskin

Lead Adviser

Land Use Operations Team

Natural England

c/o Foundry House

3 Millsands

Riverside Exchange

Sheffield

S3 8NH

T: 0300 0602343

M: 07775 027714

E: xxxxxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx

Please note that my normal working days are Monday to Thursday.

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If
you have received it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, store
or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender.
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Dear Mr Mitchell 


SCOM/4/46 - Scoping Opinion for Surface Mining Scheme 
 
Hill Top Farm, Clay Cross, Derbyshire. 
 


Thank you for requesting Natural England’s comments for the EIA scoping opinion for the 
above proposal.   Natural England has considered the submitted scoping report and plan.    
 
Natural England welcomes the proposals set out within the scoping report to thoroughly 
assess the site proposals in terms of landscape and visual impact, ecological impact, 
hydrological impact and full assessment of soil resource.   Assessment methodologies 
should adhere to standard guidelines, and should be undertaken by suitably qualified and 
experienced specialists, with details of surveyors given for each survey. 
 
Ecological impacts will need to be considered in full, and following the Phase 1 
assessment proposed, Natural England would expect all necessary detailed habitat and 
species work to be undertaken, in accordance with survey guidelines and at appropriate 
times of year.   It is anticipated that the survey work will include a range of targeted 
species and habitat surveys in addition to the initial Phase 1 survey referred to in the 
Scoping Report.    
 
Hydrological impacts will need to have particular regard to the presence of Far Tupton 
Wood to the immediate west, and the assessment work will need to be able to 
demonstrate how management of surface and ground water will ensure that water is not 
drawn away from this ancient semi natural oak woodland site.    Natural England would 
also expect the assessment to include detailed proposals to protect watercourses crossing 
and in the vicinity of the development area. 
 
It is noted that the proposal is for restoration to agriculture, which would be supported for a 
proportion of the site where best and most versatile soils enable sustainable re-use.   
Natural England welcomes the comprehensive soils assessment work proposed.   
However, Natural England would also expect a notable element of biodiversity habitat 
creation as part of the scheme, and this should seek to contribute towards local 
biodiversity action plan targets. 
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In addition to new habitat creation, opportunities should be sought to restore and enhance 
local landscape character and existing biodiversity assets as part of the final restoration.   
This could be within or outside the site.    
 
It is noted that the proposal will include road upgrades, and it should be noted that this 
creates opportunities for providing wildlife underpasses, which would aid wildlife movement 
as the A61 currently forms a barrier between habitats to each side of this road at this point. 
 
Natural England looks forward to assisting the County Council further as the assessment 
work for this proposal progresses.   Please do contact me if you require anything additional 
at this stage. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 


 
 
Rachel Hoskin 
 
Lead Adviser 
Land Use Operations Team 
Natural England  
 
rachel.hoskin@naturalengland.org.uk 







Nothing in the email amounts to a legal commitment on our part unless
confirmed by a signed communication. Whilst this email and associated
attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within the
Natural England systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has left
our systems. Communications on Natural England systems may be monitored
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