
From: Ellis,Gary (Environmental Services)
To: Arnold,David (Environmental Services)
Cc: Joyce,Barry (Environmental Services)
Subject: FW: Pre-Application Advice - Surface Coal Mining, Clay Cross, Derbys
Date: 13 December 2011 14:08:12
Attachments: HillTop coal layout A2.pdf

Outline Decription.doc

David,
 
Further to our telephone conversation here is the email I have been sent by Christian Smith for the
above referenced site. As I said I am not sure how I should respond to this – ordinarily this would
be come through the pre-app procedure and passed down to us for a screening and scoping
opinion.
 
Gary
 

Gary Ellis BSc (Hons), DipLA 
Landscape Architect 
Derbyshire County Council, Conservation & Design Section 
Shand House, Dale Road South, Matlock, DE4 3RY

Direct Dial: 01629 539779 
Email: xxxx.xxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx 
Mobile: 07795 307559

From: Christian Smith [mailto:xxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxx.xxx] 
Sent: 13 December 2011 13:25
To: Ellis,Gary (Environmental Services)
Subject: Pre-Application Advice - Surface Coal Mining, Clay Cross, Derbys
 
Dear Gary,
 
I am a Planning Consultant assisting a Company which is looking into a potential surface coal
mining scheme located to the north west of Clay Cross in Derbyshire (adjacent to the A61). The
proposal is not yet in the public domain and will be locally sensitive so I would be grateful if you
would treat the matter as confidential.
 
At this early stage, it would be most helpful to us to obtain initial comments from you as to the main
landscape and visual issues that will need to covered as part of any Planning Application and
Environmental Statement. Identification of the main issues and constraints will assist the team of
environmental consultants with any future assessment work. To assist you I have attached as a
word document a brief description of what is proposed and also attached a drawing showing an
outline working scheme. The centre point grid reference of the site is 438902, 364372 (100m Grid
Reference: SK 389 643).
 
I hope you have enough information here to collect some preliminary advice in respect of visual
and landscape issues that will need to be considered as part of any future planning proposal.
However, if you have any queries or require any further information please do not hesitate to give
me call.
 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
 
Regards,
 
Christian Smith, (MRTPI)
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Proposed Surface Mining of Coal on Land west off the A61,


Hill Top Farm, Clay Cross, Derbyshire

Outline Description of the Proposed Development


The proposed surface coal mining scheme encompasses an area of approximately 30 hectares of land as shown on the Outline Proposals Plan (drawing number 100759-OC). This drawing shows the extent of the development area edged with a red line which contains land within the Company’s control.    


The proposed surface coal mining scheme would involve the excavation of an estimated 220,000 tonnes of coal over a 30 month period. The entire scheme is approximately 3½ years, from soil stripping to completion of restoration. 


The proposed coaling operations would be worked in 8 main phases with the first cut at the southern end of the site and the last cut to the north of Hill Top Farm adjacent to the A61 as shown on drawing number 100759-OC. The location of the first cut and last cut are designed to ensure that the volumes are equal. The general direction of working would be from south to north. It is anticipated that, apart from the first and last cuts which would be worked in approximately 2 months, the main phases of development would take roughly 6 months to complete.


Coal from the excavated area would be transported to the proposed coal processing area situated immediately to the west of Hill Top Farm where it would be screened and loaded into road going lorries for despatch to market. It is anticipated that the majority of the coal is likely to travel east to Radcliffe Power Station. A compound would be established between the coal processing area and the Hill Top Farm buildings in the central part of the site. The compound would contain site offices and associated mess facilities. The existing office area, weighbridge, plant yard and coal processing area would be lit during the winter.


A new access point would be established onto the A61 approximately 400 metres north of Hill Top Farm, as shown on drawing number 100759-OC. This would involve the movement of HGVs on a left turn out and right turn in basis only. It is proposed that the existing lay-by on the eastern side of the A61 at this point is upgraded to enable HGVs to wait beyond the flow of traffic before crossing the road into the site. A new internal haul road would be established into the site. Wheelwash facilities would be established near the site entrance to minimise the potential for mud and detritus being carried onto the public highway. 

New water treatment facilities would consist of a series of lagoons and flow attenuation ponds would be constructed and established before any substantial areas of soils are stripped. The water treatment facilities would be located on the western side of the site as shown on drawing number 100759-OC. 


The proposed working hours of operation are:


· 0700 to 1900 hours Monday to Friday


· 0700 to 1300 hours on Saturdays. Outside these hours only pumping 
would take place.


Although the site has previously been put forward through the District Council’s Local Plan for residential and commercial development, the Company’s proposed restoration scheme will be to agricultural use in close collaboration with the current land ownersto to ensure the quality of land is improved for farming in the future. The proposed restoration contours will be designed to generally follow those of the existing landform by replacing the overburden and soils (in accordance with best practice). The Company proposes an agricultural use for the majority of the site incorporating features to enhance the biodiversity of the land.  




Chartered Planning Consultant
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