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Subjecl: Bromlay cauha] responsea to PublicRy Coda for Local Authoritias consuiation ) .

Good altamoon - please nole the Bromisy Councl response Lo the consultation on the Publiclly Code for
Local Autharilies is being senl on behalf of the Chlal Execuliva of Bremlay Councll, Doug Pallersan.

. Gourd you confimm that you hava recelved thls emall — please contacl mo i thero ara any issues arowxd
\fils - many thanks. - . -

Bromlay Gouncll response

In responding (o Lha PubBcity Coda consullalion by tha CLG,' Bromlay Counc has streng concems
regaiding the principle of giving the Seaelary of Slate sialufory powers to divect local avthorilles in temns
of the Publicily Code. These are as folows:

2 Giving thg Seoralary of Slefe the stalutery powess (o dired all or some Colmclls would underntino
focal democracy and Ry in tha fzee of the principta of locatism, || would effedlively give the
goveramenl of U day the power {0 censor the abfity of local reprasenlatives to expressina
balanced and reasoned way tha concams of kecal peopla where these &re 'desmed lo ba erilical

of gavermen polly,

Al tmes of poliical sensilfvily such as elections and refeiendums, the slatulory power lo dicedd
oolild affectively gag views thal 4o nod conform (o the govemmenl of (ha day 2gain to e
delimentof democracy and nmaing countsr lo Lhe princpfe of localsm

In lerms of Jocal nerws papeds, Councils hava broad pawers and responsibitities lo commumicala
Informatfen and advica aboul Lhelr secvices. In lIne with Iha principla of lecalism dedlsions onthe
bas! and mosl elfective way of dissemtnaling s informalion should ba laken al a focal lavel,
Inckeding b to maximise the peographical distibistion of any communscalon. His the rofa of
news papers lo chal'enga and hold local authorilles to sccounl. Howaver, the information thay
conyay |s ol akways accurate of imely and can result in misinformation sboul servicas and
hurcllon. W Is thetefora tmportant thal in meefing thelr responsbily regarting communicating
with tesldents focal authorities are able lo dhallange and addrass any nacorades

Tha consudtallon recognisas Lhe vast maority of local authorillas comply with tha exdsling Publicty
Code as il slends s as suoh infroducing a statulery power to dicecl is excessive. YWhere an
individual autherily consislenlly breaches e coda any aclion shoukd be prepoctionate and
spedcific lo thalauthorty
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