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

From: Natalie Greig 
Sent: 06 February 2019 10:43
To: Simon Cairns
Cc: Alistair Day; 'Catriona Fraser'; Ben Wrighton; 'Russell Clayton'
Subject: RE: RE  182120
Attachments: St Botolph's site, Colchester, responses to Cabe letter 

Hello Simon, 
 
I have drawn together what I can with the team to aid you in drafting a robust response to 
 
We see no need to have a further CABE review, this is usually a pre app process and we have taken on board all 
comments in our design responses.  
 
MJP responded fully at the time to the CABE letter – see attached for detail. We have also responded in our 
resubmission documents – further design responses should also be within the planning statement.  
 
I think it is important to set out that we have evolved the scheme significantly since the CABE Review and have 
taken on board their responses where security, safety and viability have allowed us. 
 
In terms of looking for ways in which the scheme can contribute to Colchester’s social, economic and environmental 
sustainability we have done this and it has been documented throughout our submission as follows: 
 
Economic Benefits 

• Redevelopment of an underused/underutilised town centre site that has been vacant for a 
considerable amount of time; 

• Section 106 payments including contributions towards the NHS, local highway network, travel plan, 
and CCTV provision. 

• Significant investment into the town centre contributing towards the areas regeneration and 
improved vibrancy; 

• Spending in the local area by 336 students is estimated to be more than £1.9 million per year. Daytime 
spending of the guests of the hotel is estimated to exceed £3.5 million per year; 

• Commercial space is provided at ground floor level; 
• Provision of new hotel in sustainable town centre location; 

Social Benefits  
• Provision of student accommodation that contributes towards the Council’s housing targets; 
• Provision of student accommodation helps to ‘free up’ local rented housing that would be better 

suited for families; 
• Delivery of high quality public realm and improved permeability across the site; 
• The proposal utilises the historic context of the site by connecting into Colchester’s heritage trail along 

with the provision of publically accessible amenity space along the top of the town wall; 
• Presentation of any significant archaeological finds found on site; 

Environmental Benefits 
• Provision of an electric charging point located in the Priory Street Car Park; 
• Energy efficient measures includes insulation better than limiting standards, low energy lighting, and 

CHP for the provision of domestic hot water to help reduce emissions; 
• Redevelopment of brownfield site in line with the aspirations of the NPPF and local planning policy; 
• Blue roofs are proposed to minimise the amount of surface water run‐off as a result of the 

development. 
• Green roofs on top of blue roofs to increase biodiversity 

 
We also carried out further historic and townscape analysis of the town – included in DAS pages 6‐19. And we have 
also further developed the landscaping strategy and the architecture as advised to. These elements have now been 
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deemed acceptable by Historic England and CBC Landscape officer as well as planning officers and there is no reason 
why this scheme should be taken back to design review.  
 
I hope this helps but I trust you can respond robustly. 
 
Best wishes, 
Natalie  
 
Natalie Greig 
Development Manager 
 

                  
A:   2nd Floor, 10 Frith St   I   London  I   W1D 3JF   
T:   
E:      I   W:   www.alumnogroup.com  
The above email and any attached files may contain confidential and/or privileged material and is intended solely for the addressee(s). If you are not the 
intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering to the intended recipient, please be advised that you have received this email in error and that any 
use, retransmission, dissemination or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error please delete the material from any computer and 
notify Alumno Developments Ltd by return email. Any opinions expressed in this email may be those of the individual(s) and not necessarily of Alumno 
Developments Ltd.  
 
 

From: Simon Cairns [  
Sent: 06 February 2019 09:43 
To: Natalie Greig <
Cc: Alistair Day 
Subject: FW: RE 182120 

 
Natalie 
 
We have received a suggestion that you recommission Design Council Cabe to undertake a 
further Design Review. Please see below.  
 
Regards 
 
Simon 
 
 
Simon Cairns ~ Development Manager ~ Policy & Corporate Services ~ Colchester 
Borough Council 
Tel.  ~ Textphone users dial 18001 followed by the full number. 
Speaking with Planning about building or development? Have you spoken with our Building Control Service too? Our team can 

help you meet Government-set Building Regulations for the safe design and construction of buildings (including energy efficiency 

and access requirements). Email them onbuilding.control@colchester.gov.uk or telephone 01206 282436, or look at our 

website www.colchester.gov.uk/buildingcontrol for more information. 
Help protect the environment. Only print out this e-mail if it is absolutely necessary. 
Please note that the informal views expressed herein are not binding in any way and the Council will not accept any liability in respect of such 

communication. Any opinions expressed are solely those of the author and do not represent those of Colchester Borough Council. The content is 

for informal purposes only and is based exclusively on the information that has been provided to the author at the time of writing. Thus, any views 

expressed should not be interpreted as fact, nor should they be passed on to third parties on such a basis. All communications are meant for the 

intended recipients only. Please check that there is no private and confidential information enclosed and seek the author's permission before 

sharing this communication with others. 
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From: Simon Cairns  
Sent: 06 February 2019 09:42 
To: '
Cc: Alistair Day 
Subject: RE: RE 182120 

 
Dear 
 
Thank you for your email. I will pass on your suggestion to Alumno. The points you raise are noted 
and your correspondence will be added to the case file.  
 
Regards 
 
Simon 
 
 
Simon Cairns ~ Development Manager ~ Policy & Corporate Services ~ Colchester 
Borough Council 
Tel.  ~ Textphone users dial 18001 followed by the full number. 
Speaking with Planning about building or development? Have you spoken with our Building Control Service too? Our team can 

help you meet Government-set Building Regulations for the safe design and construction of buildings (including energy efficiency 

and access requirements). Email them onbuilding.control@colchester.gov.uk or telephone 01206 282436, or look at our 

website www.colchester.gov.uk/buildingcontrol for more information. 
Help protect the environment. Only print out this e-mail if it is absolutely necessary. 
Please note that the informal views expressed herein are not binding in any way and the Council will not accept any liability in respect of such 

communication. Any opinions expressed are solely those of the author and do not represent those of Colchester Borough Council. The content is 

for informal purposes only and is based exclusively on the information that has been provided to the author at the time of writing. Thus, any views 

expressed should not be interpreted as fact, nor should they be passed on to third parties on such a basis. All communications are meant for the 

intended recipients only. Please check that there is no private and confidential information enclosed and seek the author's permission before 

sharing this communication with others. 
 
 
 
 

From:
Sent: 05 February 2019 18:35 
To: Simon Cairns ; Alistair Day 
Subject: RE 182120 

 
Ders Simon Cairns., 
cc Alistair Day 
 
Thank you for posting the Design Council / CABE report of May 2018 on the case file - however belatedly. It certainly puts 
the assertions, oft repeated by Tim Young and others that CABE was 100% behind this plan in perspective. 
 
However it is a very much a pre-app design review: what is now submitted is somewhat different and takes none of their 
comments - which would consitute an objection if it was post application -  on board. In the light of their disquiet on 
matters which have still not been addressed,  I suggest that the  Design Council should be  recommissioned as a matter of 
urgency. 
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This email, and any attachment, is solely for the intended recipient(s). If you have received it in error, you 
must not take any action based upon it, or forward, copy or show it to anyone; please notify the sender, then 
permanently delete it and any attachments. Any views or opinions expressed are solely those of the author 
and do not necessarily represent those of Colchester Borough Council. Although the Council has taken 
reasonable precautions to ensure there are no viruses in this email, the Council cannot accept responsibility 
for any loss or damage arising from this email or attachments. The Council takes the management of 
personal data seriously and it does this in compliance with data protection legislation. For information about 
how personal data is used and stored, please go to www.colchester.gov.uk/privacy.  


