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List of Evidence

Ref 36 Finance Act 1910 — National Archives.
Ref 107 Finance Act 1910 — National Archives
Ref 5 Finance Act 1910 —  National Archives

Ex 1 Wolfhamcote Map—~  Northampton Records Office

Ex 2 Photo 29/9/07 — Original condition and width of road with left bend to Sawbridge.

Ex 3 Photo undated - Original condition and width of road Sawbridge.

Ex 4 Photo 26/9 08 - Original condition with 5 metre permissive width.

Ex 5 Google Feb 18 — Shows narrow width at canal bridge Wolfhamcote.

Ex 6 Photo undated — Shows large lorry struggling to get around narrow blind bend.

Ex 7 Photo undated — Damage to bank as vehicles cannot physically turn the bend safely.

Ex 8 Photo undated — Same section of road as in photo Ex 3 not maintained and showing
pot hole damage.

Ex 9 Photo undated -~ Same section of road as in photo Ex 4 not maintained and showing
damage to surface of the road making the road unsafe for users.

Ex 10 Photo undated — Damage to road by canal bridge at Wolthamcote, not maintained.
Sign put in place by local cycling club.

Ex 11 Photo undated — Road at 8it section with no safe passing place for horse riders.
Ex 12 Photo undated — 7.5 restriction Sawbridge.

Ex 13 Photo undated — UCR sign Sawbridge













































Google Maps [N

L

Image capture: Feb 2018  Images may be subject to copyright. €@

Street View - Feb 2018
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PO Box 43
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Warwick
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30 November 2018

Please find encl>seii further evidence in relation to the UCR that runs from Sawbridge to
Wolfhamcote.

List of Evidence

Ref A 1 to 10 Ncrthampton Records ffie.

Sales particulars: of '‘Wolfhamcote Estate 1908,

Plan of Lots for sale with field numbers.

Letters requestirng the vendor to state rights of way over the land for sale.

Ref B 1 to 4 Shzkesapeare Birthplace Truist.

Sales particulars: of Estate 1887, belonging to R C Heath now Fox Farm
Plan of lots for sale with field numbers,

Ref C 1 to 4 Wa ks around Rugby 1978, 1994 and 2003

Various walks. LICH described as trazk #nd Bridleway

Kind regards,

: COMMUNITIES GROUP
LF_-{\ DEREHIP TEA 1

CROLP
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(11c) Go with hedge on
your R appx 250 yds &
take gate R. Take track to
house & lane.

(11d) Take lane R appx 500
yds to junction & turn R.
Follow appx 1.25 miles
(over 2 railways & past
farm) to church.

[The east-west rajilway 7Ts

one you crossed near the

canal. The other was the

Great Central Rartrlway’s

main 1T7ne via Aylesbury to

London, Marylebone. See
note TN Onley & the
Rainsbrook, The ponds
befrfore the farm are part
or the old route or the
Oxford Canal.j}

NEXT para (17)

ot okok b A kb ot \

A Route (A)

(12) Go R with line of

stream. After appx 100yds
ignore meanders & go ahead
to take small gate.

(13) Keep same line with
hedge on your R (ignore
meanders), & take steel
farm gate to :mn»x

[See Braunston church and

m717 on the horizon.]

4 track,

(14) Follow field edge
round L corner by
steep bank to its L end, &

take gate R.

(15) Go ahead via next
.gate, then bear a Tittle
R & on to next. Go with
hedge on your R & under
rail bridge.

(16) Go on to 1lane by

church & turn R.

A Route (B) rejoins

(17) Follow track appx .6
miles to A45.

[The troughs and hummocks
¥ the fields on the Jert
are al7 that remartn .6F
the of Wolfrfhampcote and
Braunstonbury. See the
other Braunston walk. The
vil7agers were driven out
7n the "enclosures” of the

28th Century.}

(18) Go a few yards L &
Join canal towpath. Go
R .6 mile to No. 1 lock,
then cross canal back to
m?.:.n..
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Braunston, Sawbridge
& Wolfhampcote .~

WHERE?
Map reference SP 537662. Braunston is about 7 miles south-
west of Rugby by the A45 to Daventry.

PARK/START
Start from the War Memorial in Braunston churchyard. Park
nearby.

HOW FAR?/FACILITIES
About 4 miles of level walking on tracks and field paths.
Pub at the start.

You can link this walk to Ashby St Ledger & Braunston. Go
to the Wheatsheaf Inn at the opposite end of the main street
from the church, and start with AStL. & B walk para (5).

MAPS
Landranger sheet 151 & 152, Pathfinder SP 46/56 (977).

QOHH.M.P%OO%M ,H,mm CHURCH >ZU THE O>Z>ﬁm

: mﬂmmmw mound
Braunstonebury and ﬁo?mamnca whose noow_a were turned
out in the enclosures of the 18th century. Also right and

just before the church is a big mound. Aerial photographs
show it was the manor house, and hexagonal in plan.
However the most interesting survival is the church.

St Peter’s is small and squat in yellow local ironstone and
pink sandstone and has outlived its village by five centuries.
It is now redundant and used only occasionally for worship.
The earliest stone work in the bottom part of the tower is
from the 13th century, the nave is 14th century and the
clerestory roof 15th. If you go inside (get a key from the
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cottage just beyond the church) the east window at first
looks 15th century too, but the whole chancel is a Victorian
gothic job. The roof is a cheerfully elaborated king post
truss structure, there is a Norman font, a hexagonal inlaid
pulpit and ten of the benches/pews are from the 14th and
15th centuries. The tower houses two bells, a great one cast
in 1450 and a small one in 1780. We are accustomed to old
stone, but survival of a near living thing with a voice,

like a bell, is somehow more dramatic. Poor St Peter’s

has suffered vandalism so that its windows are now plastic
rather than glass, and the graves are tumbled in a sea of
tall grass, but we would bet on it outlasting us.

At several points you meet the Grand Union and the Oxford
Canals, From Braunston Junction the GU runs south-east
and north, the Oxford runs west. When the Oxford reaches
Napton Junction it heads south, and a resumed GU runs north
west, so the section from Braunston to Napton is joint.

Braunston
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(1) From churchyard war
memorial, take tarmac
footpath opposite & go
down to A45.

400yds E
Ge) past farm R

INB Ponds L.7

(4) Go ahead under power
lines & cross railway
bridge to nm:&.&

[The railway cutting seems
very wide. In rfact 7t was
the double track main 17ine
or the Great Cantral
Ra7lway between Rugby and
London. For details see

Onley & the RafTnsbrook.

The Oxford Canal 7T7ies 7n a
cutting, deep, Teafy and

s7lent . Look right to

Braunston church and you

can see the cut on an

embankment . This was
bu7rlt 7n the 1820°’s and
shortenad the canal by
many miles. Before this

and other work was done ,

boatmen would travel arl?

day and sev717 hear

Braunston’s church bells.]

AN

gate R to
ahead, but bear L to
river

meet
[Laam] & %0-0¥ to
ash tree & gate.

(7) Go “ahead & cross
bridge & weir, then with
river on your R to take
stile.

-

(8) Go ahead to gate 1n

farm buildings. DON'T
TAKE IT. Cross fence R,
then next fence. Pass
corner of barn, then of

house, to stile & road.

(9) Go R to lodge on bend
& take small white gate.
Go with fence on your R
400yds to take CORNER
gate (R of 2).

(10) Go with hedge on your
L to hedge corner. Keep
same line ahead (via small
gate) & take midhedge
gate.

>
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WALK No. 15
SAWBRIDGE AND WOLFHAMPCOTE

5 miles.
Ordnance Survey Map: sheets 151 and 152 (1:50,000) or SP56 (1:25,000)

Turn off the A45 between Dunchurch and Daventry at the village of Willoughby.
Follow the sign to Shuckburgh but stop at Sawbridge, a curious old hamlet.
Notice the distinctive white farm houses where corrugated iron has replaced
thatch as a roofing. The walk really begins down the lane ta Wolfhampcote which
is marked ‘unsuitable for motor vghicles'. Once through the farm at the end of
the first stretch of lane, turn left through a gate then half-right and proceed
northeastwards over a rise towards a bend in the young River Leam ahead. The
footbridge here was carried away in a flood some time ago and until it is replaced
one is forced to walk up the right hand side of the river through a gate and then
over a farm bridge on the left near a weir to regain the correct line of the path on
the other side of the river.

The Leam is cutting an attractive little valley, winding among picturesque villages
on both sides of the county boundary. It rises in the Northamptonshire uplands
near the limestone village of Hellidon and flows north, forming the county
boundary for quite a while before turning west to join the Avon at Warwick.
Proceed in a northerly direction with the river close on your right hatid side dver
a fence through one field and over another fence to the right of a gate at the rear
of a farmhouse. Continue in the same direction to a stile ahead leading out onto
the lane that you have just driven along. Turn towards Willoughby and then, by
the driveway to Willoughby House, find a gateway where the path runs in a
narrow fenced-in strip alongside the drive and past the house. Through a gate
continue with the hedge on your left through a gap in hedge boundary to a bridle
gate ahead and a further farm gate after that. Proceed with hedge boundary on

»

your right to another gate and then with hedge on left to a bridge under the Great
Central Railway that was! The old railway route is a distinctive feature of the
landscape with great embankments, cuttings and viaducts In the locality. The line
was one of the last to be constructed and one of the most expensive as it aimed
to conquer the landscape with such things as Catesby Tunnel burrowing under the
uplands, in contrast to the main electric line still in use which sensibly uses the
Watford Gap (a channel cut by glacial melt waters) as a routeway, Through the
bridge turn right then left to proceed through two fields with the hedge on your
right and finally slanting half left, in a large pasture with the A45 ahead, to a gate
to the left of the canal bridge over that road.

Out by the bridge, clamber down onto the towpath and follow it round in a semi-
circle back to the main road. The Grand Union Canal is here joining up with the
Oxford Canal for a distance. Leave the towpath on the right to turn right past the
imposing house “The Old Castle’” to take the crumbling track through the fields,
You are now in deserted village country. The mounds in the fields are the remains
of Braustonberry and the hollows between are the old streets. This settlement
probably perished around 1480. The Black Death and poor sites for settlement
could contribute to the fall of villages but more often it was the work of landlords
who, like the instigators of the Highland clearances in later centuries, found that
in the change from arable to sheep farming they only needed a small labour force
and evicted the rest of their tenants. Cross the Leam into Warwickshire again and
you are in Walfhampcote, another lost village of which only the church and a few
houses survive. Shortly before the church look right to see the outline in the grass
of the long-perished moated manor house, The recently restored church only
survived because Wolfhampeote parish embraces Flecknoe, Nethercote and
Sawbridge. The church historian will find much of :#mqm.mﬂ in this ancient structure.

Continue straight ot over old railway and then bear
right over a canal Bridge
used 'to meander in the locality, following the contours until technology advanced
and an embankment was built. Just as you think the old line is joining the present
canal near the Hall it swings north in another loop. Short stretches have been
dredged out and stocked by a local angling club. Boatmen on this twisting waterway
onée used to spend a whole day within sound of Braunston church bells. After

canal bridge LifDEa[o! ead to make your way back to Sawbridge.
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6. Braunston, Sawhridge & Wolfhampcote

Braunston

Braunston is a large, handsome village set on a ridge
overlooking a large marina and the junction of the
Grand Union and Oxford canals. This walk also
explores the area’s rich railway heritage, and passes
the sites of two ancient ‘lost’ villages.

From the car park
cross a road bridge

and turn R onto the canal
towpath. Go over a
beautiful iron bridge at the
junction of the Oxford and
Grand Union canals and
pass boat moorings to a
road bridge. Climb steps to
the roadside and go over a
way-marked stile in the
hedge on your L.

Head diagonally
across the field to
a gate which
opens onto a
bridleway. This
follows a line of
trees straight to a
bridge in the
railway embank-
ment which once

carried the Great Central
line between Rugby and
Woodford Halse.

Pause td admire the

monumantal design
and brickwork of the bridge
before following the hedge
on your R across four fields,
cimbing gradually to the
impressive Willoughby
House. Keep R of the

~

Junction of the Grand Union and Oxford canals

4.5 miles/7.2km

Start/finish Braunston, on
the A45 seven miles south
of Rugby town centre
Parking The Millhouse
public house on the A45.
(You are going to be a
patron when you return,
aren't you?)

Terrain Field paths and
bridleway. Some gentle
climbing and mud after rain
Time Allow three hours

Two more pubs and shops
in Braunston village

Public Transport Bus route
GA2 from Church St, Rugby
Map Explorer sheet 222

house, following a line of
chestnut trees parallel to
the drive to a small gate
onto a minor road. A putlic
right of way soon leaves
the road to go L across
fields between two farms,
both confusingly called
‘Leam Farm’.

Sawbridge is an oddly
scattered hamlet
of broad grass
verges and ancient
farms. Continue
past the second
Leam Farm to thz
centre of a field
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The views from here

across Warwickshire
and Northamptonshire are
extensive. The River Leam,
meandering through the
fields on your L, forms the
country boundary.

After about a mile of
level walking, the bridleway
rises to cross a high bridge
over the Grand Union canal
and another crossing the
dismantled Central Railway.
The Braunston to Long
Itchington line also once
came through here,
running parallel with our
route. The two lines
actually crossed just a field
away on your R.

Continue past the Hall to
the 13th century church of
St Peter’s, all that remains —
apart from the grassy
mounds opposite the
church — of Wolfhampcote
The village probably died in
the 18th century when its
inhabitants were turned
out during the land
enclosures. Parts of 5t
Peter’s date back to the
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13th century. The small,
lonely church is now rarely
used for worship but
remains well-cared for, a
potent reminder, with the
closed-down railway lines,
of how country life can
change dramatically.
indeed, further on just past
the church is the site of
another ‘lost’ village,
Braunstonebury.

The modern village of

Braunston can now be
seen ahead, with the tall
spire of All Saint’s church,
an ofd windmill, (blessedly
finding a new role as a
dwelling house) and the

white-painted rectory
making a glorious picture
to end the walk.

Continue on the
bridleway to the road
bridge over the canal and
sustenance at the
Millhouse, itself a
restoration of an old canal-
side pub. The regeneration
of the canal system has
been a remarkably Good
Thing, bringing new life
(and walkways) to the
countryside. In times of
great change, not all of it is
necessary for the worse.

An additional stroll along
the towpath to the marina
and back through
Braunston village is highly
recommended



















