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DWOE000353575 

From: XXXX 

 
XXXX 
 

Standard reply. 
 

DWOE000352323 

Dear XXXX, 
 

Thank you for your response. 
 
I do appreciate that there are no plans to cull them, but the richness and biodiversity that 
they are bringing back to the land would be such a shame to lose. And the reasons given for 
moving them away just do not make sense I am afraid. I want to address some of the points 
you mentioned below.  
 
Beavers have not been an established part of our wildlife for the last 500 years. Our 
landscape and habitats have changed since then and we need to assess the impact their 
presence would have now. 
 
Beavers are a native mammal to this island, if you want to assess the impact they would 
have, you only need to look at our neighbouring countries in Europe with similar wildlife to 
see that the impact has only been positive. And surely the best way to assess their impact is 
to observe them where they currently areI dont see how you could do it otherwise. 
 
Beavers can act as intermediate hosts for Echinococcus multilocularis (EM), the dog and fox 
tapeworm. This parasite can be transmitted to humans where it can cause multiple cysts to 
occur throughout internal organs, including the brain. 
 
It sounds like a terrible parasite, no doubt about that. But other animals can also carry it, so I 
dont see the point of the argument here 
 
the disease status of the animals living in the wild in Devon is unknown. 
 
This can be solved easily, by taking a sample of their faeces and testing it.  



 
So, please could you advise the real reason for why these creatures are being moved out of 
their natural habitat? The government has a responsibility to listen to the public (the majority) 
and not organisations such as the Angling Trust, who are lobbying them, with their own 
selfish and incomprehensible agenda.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
XXXX  
 
[Sent in response to previous standard reply.] 
 
To : XXXX  

CC :  

Subject : Beavers  

 
Dear XXXX, 
 
Thank you for your further email of 9 July about beavers. I have been asked to reply. 
 
Whilst it is true that beavers have been judged to have a positive impact on some locations 
outside of the UK, it would not be safe to assume that they will do so likewise here in the UK. 
In addition to no two circumstances being identical the British landscape has changed 
immeasurably since they were last present here in the 16th century. During this period they 
have continued to be present elsewhere in Europe. We take a precautionary approach to 
considering the release of species into the wild to ensure that they do not have any 
detrimental effect on the environment and that the location is suitable for the animals’ long 
term survival and welfare. 
 
Because the origins of the beavers on the River Otter are uncertain they may host parasite 
Echinococcus multilocularis (EM). It is necessary to undertake a medical examination of the 
animals to confirm the presence or absence of the parasites as it exists in cysts and the 
larval form in beavers and is not passed in their faeces. It is, therefore, necessary to capture 
the animals and transfer them to a suitable facility for testing. We intend to do this in a way 
which best addresses the welfare interests of the animals, for example ensure that any 
young are captured with their parents to ensure their survival whilst they remain reliant. 
 
Once tested, and if proven to be free of the parasite, we intend to re-home the animals in a 
suitable location. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
XXXX 

Customer Contact Unit 
Defra 
 

DWOE000353593 

From: XXXX 

 
To:  DE MAULEY, Rupert; XXXX 



 
 

XXXX 
Standard reply. 

 
 
DWOE000352339 
 
Also PO00000352360 to Lord de Mauley and PO00000352343 to George Eustice 
 

From: XXXX 

 
XXXX 

 



 



 
 
 

Standard reply. 
 



 
DWOE000352345 

From: XXXX 

 
CC: XXXX 

 

 
XXXX 

Standard reply. 

 

 



MC00000349417 

 

 

I enclose an email from my constituent, XXXX, regarding reports of 

 

 



 

 

From: XXXX 

 

Cc: XXXX 



 

XXXX 



 

 

Thank you for your letter of 27 May on behalf of your constituent, XXXX, about recent press articles 
concerning beavers. 

XXXX provided a link to an article about beavers in the River Otter in Devon.  As the 

 

XXXX reports that deliberate releases are being made in other parts of the country.  As 



 

 

 

 
DWOE000351729 

From: XXXX 
Sent: 01 July 2014 15:25 
To: EUSTICE, George 
Subject: Advice on best method for wild beaver capture in Devon 
 
Dont do it. These are thriving beavers that have introduced themselves and are saving the 
UK millions by sponsoring their own reintroduction. Removing them now may leave kits 
behind to starve and die, since its summer and young take a long while to make their 
presence known. Remember that the free beaver caught in Scotland and placed in a zoo 
subsequently died. These beavers are providing essential ecosystem services for all the 
wildlife you are charged with protecting, including fish, birds and game.  
 
I would say you should test one to be sure they are even carrying the parasite youre worried 
about, but the others will be so frightened by the interference they might scatter and you 
might never see them again and young could be at risk.  
 
Think about how much international press these free beavers got, and much their capture 
(and accidental death) would generate and do the right thing. There are answers for every 
beaver challenge that might arise, and there are hundreds of reasons to co-exist with them. 
Just ask my city where weve been living with downtown beavers for 8 years now: XXXX 
XXXX 
 
Standard reply. 
 



 
DWOE000351731 
 

From: XXXX 
Sent: 01 July 2014 19:19 
To: EUSTICE, George 
Subject: Beavers 
 
Dear Mr Eustice 
 
I am dismayed to hear that a decision has been made to remove the the Devon beavers. 
The same thing happened on Tayside but fortunately the Scottish Government saw sense 
and decided to study them instead. The Tay beavers have been a huge success. They have 
proved very popular and their population now stands at around 200 spread over hundreds of 
square miles. Very few negative impacts have been reported. The positive benefits of 
reintroducing this keystone species are well known and established. 
 
We need to be speeding up progress in the direction of ecological biodiversity and the 
restoration of degraded habitats, not blundering on in the opposite direction which this is an 
example of. 
 
Please rethink this decision. The Tay beavers have been tested for Echinococcus and 
returned to the wild. You could do the same. If you are coming under pressure from the 
NFU, could you not, just for once, take an independent stand. I know it might mean 
complying with the EU Habitats Directive which will upset the UKIP tendency but, honestly, 
what is the harm in that? 

 
Yours sincerely 
XXXX 
Standard reply. 

 
 
DWOE000351589 

Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
Please tell me why you are intending to move the wild beavers that have built a home in 
Devon? With so many announcements I find it astounding that you are called the 
Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. What gives you: your government, 
representatives of the British people the right to wipe out again this animal that was 
previously wiped out by our ancestors? Surely you are aware that beavers coexist and form 
part of a natural, healthy habitat in other parts of the world? 
 
As my representatives on matters to do with the protection of the environment, I would be 
most appreciative of a response to my questions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
XXXX 

 
 
Standard reply. 
 

 
DWOE000351594 

Mr Paterson, 
 



How much more damage are you going to do to the british wildlife? You constantly ignore all 
scientific advice and massive public opinion against the badger cull, you want to kill off 
cormorants, foxes, robins, starlings, buzzards and now you are targeting the beavers. Is 
nothing being allowed to live naturally in your uk - obviously not.  
 
You are a disgrace to politics and to Britain. The sooner you are removed from office the 
better so that the wildlife can maybe breathe a sigh of relief. 
 
You are alienating a huge number of the public so if Cameron does not get rid of you in the 
cabinet shakeup, you will go anyway when the Tories lose the next election. I have voted 
Tory all my life but will not do so while arrogant public school politicians like you are at the 
top and whose only interest seem to be pleasing the landed classes. 
 
Yours 
XXXX 
 
Standard reply. 
 

 
DWOE000353468 

From:  XXXX 

 
XXXX 
 

 
DWOE000353470 

From: XXXX 



 
XXXX 

Standard reply. 
 

 
DWOE000352068 

Dear Mr. Paterson 
 
I am writing to convey my disappointment that DEFRA has decided to capture the family of 
beavers living on the River Otter in East Devon. 
 
The beavers will do no harm, and are a source of great delight and interest to those who live 
in the area, and also to tourists upon whom the local economy largely depends. 
 
Please act to reverse the decision to capture the beavers, and thus protect the latest 
member of Devons wonderful rural character. 
 
We should celebrate the beavers return after many centuries of absence. 
 
Yours, 
XXXX 
 
Standard reply. 

 
 



PO00000353495 
 

 
XXXX 
 



 
 
 



 



 



 



 
 

 
 



 





DWO0000352457 

XXXX 

 
XXXX 

Standard reply. 

 

DWOE000353691 

From: XXXX 

 
Dear XXXX 

 
XXXX 

[Sent in response to standard reply.] 



 

 
MC00000353701 

 
 
I have been contacted by my constituent XXXX, expressing concern about the above. 

 
 
From: XXXX 



 
XXXX 

 

Nobel House 

17 Smith Square 

London SW1P 3JR 

T 03459 335577 

helpline@defra.gsi.gov.uk 

www.gov.uk/defra 

Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 

 

Our ref: MC353701/KW 

August 2014 

From Lord de Mauley 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Natural Environment and Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your letter of 18 July to George Eustice on behalf of your constituent, 
XXXX, about beavers in Devon.  I am replying as the Minister responsible for wildlife 
management policy.  
 
I believe XXXX is referring to articles that have appeared in the media about beavers 
in the River Otter in Devon.   
 
Beavers have not been an established part of our wildlife for the last 500 years. Our 
landscape and habitats have changed since then and we need to assess the impact 
they could have, whether on the River Otter or elsewhere.   
 



In addition, depending on the origin of the animals they could be a source of a 
zoonotic disease, Echinococcus multilocularis (EM), which is not currently present in 
the wild. We have the opportunity to take precautionary action now and test the 
beavers to make sure they do not hold the disease. The UK is officially EM disease-
free and as a consequence is permitted to require tapeworm treatment of the 
thousands of dogs entering the UK annually.  If this status was to be lost we would not 
be permitted to continue to require such treatment and, if EM became established in 
UK wildlife eradication would prove impossible.  The impact on public health of such a 
disease becoming established is considerable. 
 
As the articles have reported, there are no plans to cull the beavers. Once captured 
and tested, we intend to rehome them in a suitable location, and all decisions will be 
made with the welfare of the beavers in mind. 

 

 
 



MC00000353091 

 



 
 
From: XXXX 

 
XXXX 

 
XXXX about beavers.  I am replying as the 

 
I believe XXXX is referring to articles that have appeared in the media about beavers  



 
 
 
 

 
DWOE000351831 

Dear sir or madam, 
 
Can you please let me know why defra is thinking of moving beavers from the river to a zoo 
? if it for saving other wild life ? surely they need to be left in their natural habitat ? Please let 
me know re this, or ring me on XXXX, to discuss it. If I do not answer the phone please leave 
a message and a phone number, and name for me to ring back on, bw, XXXX 
 
Standard reply. 
 

 
MC00000354532 

 



One person, XXXX, has  

 
He also states that XXXX, in a large fenced natural  

 



 
 
 
 



 

CC :  

Subject : Beavers  

To:  XXXX 
 
Dear XXXX 
 
Thank you for your email of 17 July to the Secretary of State about beavers in the River Otter. I have 
been asked to reply and apologise for the delay in doing so.  
 
As you are aware, depending on the origin of the beavers they could be a source of Echinococcus 
multilocularis (EM), a zoonotic disease that is not currently present in the UK and is invariably fatal in 
humans if not treated. The UK is officially EM disease-free and the impact on public health of such a 
disease becoming established would be considerable while eradication of the disease would prove 
impossible.  
 
In addition, our disease free status is the reason we are permitted to require tapeworm treatment of 



the thousands of dogs entering the UK annually. If this status was to be lost we would not be 
permitted to continue to require such treatment. 
 
For these reasons it is important that we take precautionary action now and test the beavers to make 
sure they do not carry the parasite. 
 
The tests to which you refer relate to DNA testing of faecal samples from foxes that are infected with 
the adult form of the parasite in the intestine. It would not be suitable for beavers as they act as 
intermediate hosts, such that the parasite is present in cyst form attached to different organs (liver 
usually) and therefore do not pass the parasites in their faeces. The parasite completes the life cycle 
when the intermediate host (beaver) is eaten by a definitive host such as a fox. However, we are keen 
that this does not occur hence our desire to capture and test the animals to ensure that the beavers 
are disease free.  
 
Since the beavers do not pass the parasites in their faeces and other DNA sampling approaches, for 
example hair samples, are not reliable enough to tell us the origin of these animals, to test the 
beavers for EM it is necessary to take blood samples and carry out a laparoscopy. Consideration of 
the welfare of the animals dictates that these tests should be undertaken under safe veterinary 
conditions, hence the need to capture them.  
 
If the captured beavers (provided they test negative for EM), or any other animals were proposed to 
be released, and an application for their release is submitted, that application would be considered by 
Natural England. While Defra’s current position is that it would be premature to issue a licence for 
such a release pending the results of the Scottish beaver trial (expected in 2015), it would be for 
Natural England to assess any such application in accordance with International Union for 
Conservation of Nature guidelines, including proper local consultation. If appropriate it could be 
referred to the Secretary of State for consideration. 
 
As you note, the animals currently present in the River Otter were not released as part of an official 
reintroduction programme and no assessment of the suitability of the River Otter has been 
undertaken. We do not, therefore, know whether it is a suitable location for their long term presence.  
 
We understand the sentiments of those who wish to see beavers in the wild, but we must consider the 
risks both to the environment and the animals themselves. The landscape has changed considerably 
since the species was last present here in the wild around 500 years ago and while their presence 
may be beneficial in some locations this does not mean this will be the case in all locations. Whatever 
occurs, please rest assured that we have the welfare of the beavers in mind at all times. 
 
Yours sincerely 
XXXX 
Defra – Customer Contact Unit 
 

 


