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[bookmark: 1]From:

Charles Johnston

To:

Cc:

Subject:

Re: URGENT: Withdrawal of SE Holding Objection to 20/02402/REG3

Date:

Thursday, July 15, 2021 5:14:54 PM

Hi 

 and I have discussed this and   will be coming back to you on this. But it is as we discussed on

Tuesday, and hopefully the minutes will help record our agreement to the sequence of events and as
you say the linking of the three planning applications under a Grampian condition.
It not our desire or intention to link the demolition into that sequence, but again to record that the
demolition will allow the grass area to be reopened for informal community use until such time as
your further redevelopment plans come forward.
I hope this clarifies our position and is in line with our constructive and helpful discussions on
Tuesday.
Best wishes.
Charles.
From: 

>

Date: Thursday, 15 July 2021 at 16:32

To: Charles Johnston <xxxxxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx>

Cc: 

Subject: URGENT: Withdrawal of SE Holding Objection to 20/02402/REG3

Dear Charles,

It was a please to ‘meet’ you on Tuesday evening and I’m glad that both parties were

able to reach agreement on the advantages of working together to deliver the Playing

Pitch Strategy. I’m told by my colleagues in the Leisure team that the meeting notes

and draft joint comms statement on the PPS proposed by 

 will be circulated

tomorrow.

I’m now seeking clarification regarding the withdrawal of Sport England’s holding

objection to planning application 20/02402/REG3: Newbury Football Club, Faraday

Road, before it goes before the Western Area Planning Committee on 21 July. I have

just had a telephone conversation with 

 and it seems that there are different views

about what was agreed.

Our understanding is that Sport England agreed that the holding objection would be

withdrawn and that Grampian conditions would be attached to the Sports Hub, the

additional pitch and the LRIE outline applications to reflect the PPS. 

 queried

whether this included the clubhouse demolition application and you confirmed that it

did not, and that you were happy that the use of the land as a pitch would not be lost

until LRIE was redeveloped. I specifically asked whether you would be applying

conditions to the clubhouse demolition and you confirmed you would not.

You indicated at the meeting that there were further discussions to be held but our

understanding was that this was around the delivery of the PPS / Sports Hub project

being led by our Leisure team, rather than planning application 20/02402/REG3.



[bookmark: 2]Therefore I was surprised to hear from 

 that   is waiting for us to produce a

‘statement’ (rather than a unilateral undertaking as previously suggested) before

withdrawing the holding objection to planning application 20/02402/REG3 as agreed.

I attach for convenience the relevant slides from Tuesday’s presentation, which

include photographs of the present condition of the former clubhouse and pitch, and I

also attach the plans and visuals for the new public open space submitted with

planning application 20/02402/REG3. I hope you’ll agree that the proposal presents a

significant improvement on what currently exists on the site.

I’d be very grateful if you would confirm that Sport England is content that the linking

of the Sports Hub, the additional pitch and the LRIE outline applications set out in the

PPS can be achieved via Grampian condition and that the way is clear for the

withdrawal of the holding objection to 20/02402/REG3 before the Planning Committee

meets on 21 July.

Kind regards,

Economy Manager
Development and Planning, West Berkshire Council
* Council Offices, Market Street, Newbury, RG14 5LD

 

Follow the Economic Development Team on Twitter and Instagram @WBCEcoDev #openforbusiness
For business and economic updates in West Berkshire, sign up for our Business Newsletter
Can your business offer an opportunity for a young person through the Kickstart Scheme? If so, get
in touch!
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