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Hi 

I hope all is well with you.

West Berks Council has issued a press release to local media which poses some questions we'd

like to ask you please.

The text reads:

Until redevelopment of the London Road Industrial Estate begins, a new temporary open

space will be created on the site of the former Faraday Road sports ground. The recreational

space will be provided for community use only until the land is required for regeneration.

Work is due to begin this autumn with the creation of an area of grass surrounded by a rail

and hard surface. It is expected to open in Spring 2021. Before work can safely begin,

contractors will be appointed to demolish a derelict clubhouse on the site which is in a

dangerous condition and beyond repair.  Contractors will be appointed and will submit an

application for demolition in the coming weeks.

West Berkshire Council is also looking at options to build a new football facility in the

Newbury area. Consultants have completed a feasibility study of three possible sites on land

owned by the Council, and the Council is also looking at other options working with partners

to deliver a new facility. This will create a new sports provision in the area, providing

somewhere for Newbury Football Club to play home games as well as being available for

wider community use. It is hoped that further details about potential sites will be released in

the autumn.

We've not seen the Surfacing Standards Ltd report into the 3 WBC-owned alternatives

(Henwick Worthy, Northcroft, Pigeons Farm 'Diamond') yet, but our local paper reported that

it stated none were suitable alternatives for Step 7/6/5 football. We're waiting to hear more

about any additional non-WBC-owned venues.

The questions we have for you are:

Does this proposed demolition of part of our ACV require planning and would that trigger an

automatic SE objection?

Does this proposed creation of a recreational space constitute a change of use and would that

trigger an automatic SE objection?

If an existing sports ground, rather than a new site, were to be used for a replacement facility,

would this would fall foul of SE guidelines and would you object when it came to a planning

application? i.e. if an existing sports pitch was used as a replacement football ground then this

would represent a net loss of at least one sports pitch (Faraday Road) and possibly the loss of

the existing pitch’s former use (e.g. Henwick Worthy has its fields marked out for rugby and

football).

Thanks & regards,
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Newbury Community Football Group




    

  

  
