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FAO 
 
Dear 
 
Thank you for consulting Sport England on the above named application.
 
It is understood that the proposal prejudices the use, or leads to the loss of use, of land
being used as a playing field or has been used as a playing field in the last five years, as
defined in The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure)
(England) Order 2015 (Statutory Instrument 2015 No. 595). The consultation with Sport
England is therefore a statutory requirement.
 
Sport England has considered the application in light of the National Planning Policy
Framework (in particular Para. 97), and against its own playing fields policy, which states:
 
'Sport England will oppose the granting of planning permission for any development which
would lead to the loss of, or would prejudice the use of:
 

all or any part of a playing field, or
land which has been used as a playing field and remains undeveloped, or
land allocated for use as a playing field

 
unless, in the judgement of Sport England, the development as a whole meets with one or
more of five specific exceptions.'
 
Sport England's Playing Fields Policy and Guidance document can be viewed via the
following link: www.sportengland.org/playingfieldspolicy
 
The proposal and impact on playing fields
 
The proposal is for outline permission for replacement of club house and new spectator
stand at Newbury Football Ground. Matters to be considered: Access and Layout.
 
Assessment against Sport England Policy
 
The site has been designated for redevelopment in the Local Plan and the facilities to be
replaced on a more suitable site in the West Berkshire Playing Pitch Strategy.  There is work
currently being undertaken by WBC to identify a site and to  prepare a scheme, which is
supported by the Football Association/Football Foundation (FA/FF) and Sport England.  It is
unlikely  that public funding will be invested into a site with a limited life.
 
Notwithstanding this, we have an application before us for a replacement club house and
spectator stand, and in the absence of a replacement site at present we have a duty to
assess the current outline planning application.
 
I have consulted with the FA/FF and they are supportive in principle of the proposal. 








